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Local Bird Conservation News  
Public Policy & Advocacy
Audubon Greenwich
Upcoming Events
Have you visited audubonct.org lately? 
It has recently been updated and is now packed with new resources.  
Visit regularly to get up to the minute news and watch for further updates.
Also, become a facebook fan to stay informed.
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Audubon’s Environmental Leadership Dinner is just around the corner!  We hope you will be able to join us for what will truly be a fantastic evening! All proceeds will benefit Audubon’s efforts to protect and preserve the Long Island Sound through our Centers, education, conservation, and policy programs.  
Visit our website to learn more and to purchase tickets. 



An Evening with Peggy Macnamara: Wildlife Artist
Sunday, May 2nd, 5-7pm at the Sharon Country Club
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Peggy Macnamara, well known bird and wildlife artist, will be presenting a wildlife art show, reception and talk benefiting Audubon Sharon at the Sharon Country Club on Sunday, May 2nd from 5:00-7:00pm.  Peggy has been a painter for over 35 years, focusing mostly on watercolors.  Reviewers say of her paintings - ‘both accurate and beautiful’, ‘entrancing...entertaining’, ‘the best kind of synergy of art and science.’  She is artist-in-residence at the Field Museum in Chicago and a professor at the Chicago Art Institute. 
Aside from painting, Ms. Macnamara is also an author of four books. Her most recent book is ‘Architecture by Birds and Insects,’ published in 2008 by the University of Chicago Press.                     
In 2009, she had a solo show at the Chicago Botanic Garden entitled ‘The Natural Art of Nests.’  She will bring a variety of her bird paintings and prints to Sharon and will speak about her work as a wildlife artist and her paintings. Paintings at the reception will be available for purchase, with a portion of the proceeds benefiting Audubon Sharon.  Thereafter, her work will remain on exhibit at the White Gallery in Lakeville.
Tickets are $75 and can be purchased on our website by calling the Sharon Audubon Center at 860-364-0520.
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Bent of the River Festival
The Bent of the River will be offering exciting programs for the whole family. Enjoy live bird of prey presentations, nature scavenger hunts, crafts, Letterboxing, Geocaching, nature walks, a bird banding demonstration, and much more!  Barn dancing will start later in the afternoon, and continue through to the end of our evening.
Visit our website for more information.
 

Your tickets include all activities and an organic picnic dinner from Hen of the Woods! Adults $15, Seniors $12, Children $8, Toddlers 3 & under: Free!  Tickets are limited, so reserve yours online now! 

	

Local Bird Conservation News
May 15th is Bird-a-Thon!  
You can have fun and see birds while helping to raise funds to support the conservation work of Audubon Connecticut. Bird-a-Thon is Audubon’s largest annual fundraising event, and the world’s largest bird-watching competition. Every year, thousands of people join us to count birds, have fun, and raise vital funds for Audubon’s mission of environmental conservation, education, and advocacy.
Here’s how Bird-a-Thon works: people count birds and collect pledges from sponsors based on the number of species they see. All you have to do is choose a date and time (usually in the spring, when birds are migrating) and start counting. You can do it alone, with a group, or join a local Audubon chapter’s Bird-a-Thon. You don’t have to be an expert – some people even do Bird-a-Thons from their couch, counting the visitors to their feeder. Others cover dozens of miles in a day, racking up over 200 species in some areas. The key is to have fun!
You can participate in two ways, either by forming your own Bird-a-Thon team and seeking pledges from your friends and family to support Audubon Connecticut, or by sponsoring one of our Bird-a-Thon teams, through a direct donation or a per-species pledge. 
Contact Tiffany Witmer if you would like to participate or pledge attwitmer@audubon.org or 203-869-5272. 
Please indicate which program you would like to support:
Audubon Connecticut’s Policy Programs
Audubon Connecticut’s Bird Conservation Programs
The Audubon Center at Bent of the River
Audubon Greenwich
Audubon Sharon
Guilford Salt Meadows Sanctuary
Audubon Connecticut has played a key role in several major conservation success stories over the past few years, including protecting the Guilford Sluice and Goss Properties in Guilford, the protection of additional acreage at the Barn Island Wildlife Management Area in Stonington, the Salt Meadow Unit of Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, and Menunkatesuck Island in Westbrook, and the restoration of Long Beach West in Stratford.   We’re now working hard to finalize the protection of the Griswold Airport Property in Madison, but we can’t continue without the support of our members and friends.  Please consider sponsoring one of our Bird-a-Thon teams or forming your own team.


Griswold Airport Fundraising Campaign Goes Public – Join in!
We have a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to create a Coastal Park at the former Griswold Airport. Your help is needed to raise the final $1.0 million. A historic partnership between the Town of Madison, Audubon Connecticut, Stop Griswold Over Development, and The Trust for Public Land (TPL) has led to this unprecedented opportunity to protect the 42-acre former Griswold Airport property, directly adjacent to the globally Important Bird Area at Hammonasset Beach State Park and create an iconic Town park. 
Madison residents recently expressed resounding support for the vision to create a new coastal park by approving a $9.0 Million bond toward the project. The plan includes long-term conservation protection of the majority of the land, such as the salt marshes and riverine habitat, as well as adequate buffers for the fragile wetland habitats and renovation of a smaller portion of the land for an active recreational park. This land features highly valuable natural resources, including:
- frontage on the Hammonasset River
- biologically productive tidal wetlands
- globally significant nesting habitat for Saltmarsh Sparrows
- a native coastal forest
- important salt marsh contiguous with the marshes of Hammonasset Beach State Park
We are at 91% of completing the purchase, but our partnership must raise the final $1 million by May 1, 2010. The total project cost is $11.0 million, which includes land acquisition, renovation and project costs. Without full funding, a dense residential development will be built and the land will be lost forever. Please act NOW to ensure that this important ecosystem and open space are protected for people and wildlife to enjoy as a coastal park.
Please make a generous gift today by our deadline of May 1, 2010 to help the community of Madison create a park for current and future generations of residents, children, visitors, and wildlife to enjoy forever.  This natural asset will be one the state’s most enduring legacies.
Please send your contributions by May 1, to TPL, 101 Whitney, New Haven, CT 06510 and please indicate that you learned of this effort through Audubon Connecticut.
Visit our website to download a donation card


New Breeding Bird Atlas for New Haven County
Audubon Connecticut recently received some seed funding from the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven to create a (pilot) breeding bird atlas for New Haven County, and the data collection is set to begin this spring and summer! Like Connecticut’s first breeding bird atlas, this second-generation atlas will consist mostly of data collected by volunteer birders. We are currently developing materials for volunteers to participate. More information and materials to come. To volunteer contact Chris Field, cfield@audubon.org.


Color-banded Piping Plover located in Connecticut, additional sightings needed!
While you are in the field this year, kindly keep a lookout for color-banded plovers and help researchers understand where birds that winter in The Bahamas spend their summers. Please report sightings to cheri.gratto-trevor@ec.gc.ca.  Additional information and pictures of The Bahamas Plovers may be found at the CVWO First Landing blog.
In an effort to determine where Piping Plovers wintering in The Bahamas are staging during migration, and breeding, 57 birds were uniquely color-marked this winter in The Bahamas for Environment Canada by Sidney Maddock and Peter Doherty, with help from The Bahamas National Trust.  Each bird has a black flag (band with a tab sticking out slightly) on the upper left leg, nothing on the upper right, a single color band on one lower leg, and two color bands (which can be the same color on top of each other) on the other lower leg.  Colors used included: red, orange, yellow, white, light green, dark green, dark blue, and black. 
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Please report all sightings to Cheri Gratto-Trevor, Prairie and Northern Wildlife Research Centre, Environment Canada, 115 Perimeter Road, Saskatoon, SK S7N 0X4 Canada (cheri.gratto-trevor@ec.gc.ca), noting the color and location of each band on the bird, and location and behavior of the bird (on nest or brood, foraging at migratory stop-over, etc.), as well as presumed sex of the bird, if possible.  Thanks for any assistance!
Joel Stocker from the University of Connecticut found this color-banded Piping Plover at Harkness MemorialState Park in Waterford.


Request for Proposals Released for 2010 IBA Small Matching Grants
Audubon Connecticut is currently seeking proposals from Audubon Chapters, landowners, universities, and members of IBA Stakeholder Groups for projects at Important Bird Areas that advance Audubon’s priorities for 2010.  A total of $25,600 in funding is available, individual projects are eligible for up to $5,000 each and a minimum of 1:1 match of funds, goods or services is required.
Download the RFP 
For more information, or for copies of the competed and draft IBA Conservation Plans, contact Chris Field atcfield@audubon.org or (203) 264-5098 ext. 307.   



Better World Club Supports Menunkatuck Audubon Society by offering members a 10% discount on nationwide roadside assistance coverage and will also donate a portion of your Better World Club membership fees back to the organization.  Find more information at Menunkatuck Audubon Society’s website.


Cove Island Park Stewardship Group Acts Beyond the IBA Boundaries to help Osprey
The Cove Island Wildlife Sanctuary Group has worked with the City of Stamford to help out local Osprey that were nesting on a light pole in Cummings Park .  A pair of Osprey had taken up residence on a light pole in the park, creating a fire and safety hazard to both humans and the Osprey.  The city had to remove the nest after the last nesting season.  The Cove Island Wildlife Sanctuary stepped up and worked with the City to install a new nesting platform above the lights and within 15 minutes the pair had already adopted their new home.  Great work CIWS team!  It is heartening to see the conservation efforts nurtured at the Cove Island Park IBA reaching out beyond the IBA boundaries and across Stamford.
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Volunteers needed for plover and tern monitoring at Long Beach in Stratford and at Sandy Point in West Haven.  This project is in addition to the regular, annual DEP/USFWS plover monitoring program. This project at two of Connecticut’s IBAs is being coordinated through the Connecticut Ornithological Association which would like to find volunteers to visit the beaches at least weekly and monitor bird activity as well as human use and disturbance issues and the presence of dogs, cats or other disturbance/predation threats to these state and federally listed birds.  Please contact Milan Bull at the Connecticut Audubon Society if you would like additional details or are interested in participating mbull@ctaudubon.org (203)259-6305 x111.
More Information on Bird Conservation

	

Public Policy & Advocacy
Earth Day 40 – A Capitol Celebration!
April 22nd is the 40th anniversary of Earth Day and Audubon Connecticut will joining DEP and other environmental organizations to celebrate at the State Capitol.  To mark this milestone, you will be able to:
-Visit exhibits in the LOB concourse showcasing a variety of environmental advocacy organizations
-Talk with your legislators and show support for the environment.
-Participate in environmental education programs in the Old Judiciary Room
-Attend a youth forum being hosted by the legislative Environment Committee to learn what environmental issues are important to young people today.
Contact Sandy Breslin at (203) 264-5098 or at sbreslin@audubon.org for more information or to join the celebration.


Good News for Conte Refuge in LWCF, but Your Help is Needed!
Last month you learned that $6,000,000 in funding through the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) for the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge was included in President Obama’s FY 2011 budget. We have recently learned that our two senators have also put in requests for LWCF funding for the Conte.   Please take a moment to contact your senators and representative and thank them for their support of the Conte Refuge and please request that they continue their support at the $6M level to insure that Connecticut receives the money needed to protect land at the mouth of the Salmon River. 
$6M is needed to protect 106 acres of forest in the Salmon River Division in Connecticut, 497 acres of prime grassland and floodplain forest in the Fort River and Westfield River Divisions in Massachusetts, 1,035 acres of prime forest and wetlands in the Pondicherry and Mohawk River Divisions in New Hampshire and 606 acres of boreal bird habitat at the Nulhegan Basin in Vermont.
Go to VoteSmart.org to find contact information for your congressional representative.
Visit our news page for more information on this request.


20th Annual Long Island Sound Watershed Alliance Citizens Summit
This year’s Citizens Summit will focus on innovative stormwater management in urban centers around Long Island Sound, and focus on how revitalizing waterways in the built environment can reconnect communities to their ecosystems.
Green Cities/Blue Waters - Connecting urban communities to ecosystems
Friday, May 7, 2010
8:30 AM - 3:15 PM
Housatonic Community College, Bridgeport, CT
Early Bird registration: $30 (Students & Seniors $20). Lunch included.
Space for table display is available, but a reservation is required.
Mark your calendar, and don't forget to send in your registration - early birds get the reduced entry fee, and space is limited. The complete agenda and speakers list will be available shortly.  The event is sponsored by the EPA Long Island Sound Study and Save the Sound.  For registration or more information, contact: Anna Meyer at (203) 787-0646 ext. 116 or ameyer@savethesound.org


Budget Woes Dominate State Session
The 2010 State General Assembly Session has reached the halfway point with all the committees having passed their Joint Favorable (JF) deadlines this week.  The JF deadline is the date by which each committee must vote to send bills heard in public hearing on to the next phases of legislative review and approval, leading to final passage and enactment into law. The Environment Committee passed its deadline on March 21st. This week, the Finance and Appropriations Committees were the last two committees to complete this part of the legislative process. Learn more about how a bill becomes law.
Current and anticipated future budget deficits are dominating discussions at the Capitol. Lawmakers are still working on proposals to address the current FY10 deficit, in addition to crafting a budget for the next biennium in FY11-12 where even larger deficits are expected.  Priority issues for Audubon include:
   Supporting a Green Jobs Initiative that supports clean water, habitat restoration, and forestry.  This proposal includes restoration of the Wildlife Conservation and Greenways license plates and the Duck Stamp Fund
   Creating a state registry of protected open space
   Passing enabling legislation creating a Community Green Fund
   Maintaining the ban on pesticides at day care centers, nurseries, and schools grade 8 and below
   Defending Community Investment Act funding for open space, farmland, affordable housing and historic preservation from attempts to use it for deficit mitigation
   Opposing efforts to weaken environmental protections (see Roadblocks and Rollbacks below)
We are sure to need your support as the Session continues toward its May 5th deadline for completion so stay tuned for updates and alerts!


Opposing Roadblocks and Rollbacks of Key Environmental Protections
Audubon Connecticut is part of a group of environmentalists working at the Capitol to defend the Department of Environmental Protection against a concentrated assault on key regulatory and permitting processes that safeguard the air, land and waters of our state.  We participated in a recent editorial board visit to the Hartford Courant, which resulted in an editorial which can be read here.


Help Making Green Decisions
Ever wonder if your green product is really good for the environment.  U.C. Berkeley Industrial ecologist, Dara O’Rourke, asked the same question one day and the answer led him to start Good Guide, an online resource that claims to provide “the world's largest and most reliable source of information on the health, environmental, and social impacts of products in your home.”  Based on the cutting-edge science of life cycle analysis, Good Guide is run by a team of scientists, consumer researchers, technologists and industry professionals from Google, Amazon, eBay, PayPal, and Intuit, to MIT and theUniversity of California.  By integrating science and technology, they hope to fill a huge information gap in the marketplace. 
More Information on Policy & Advocacy

	

Audubon Greenwich
Audubon Greenwich Hosts Raptor Conference
This spring, Audubon Greenwich will welcome scientists, volunteer hawk watchers, and birders from the U.S., Central, andSouth America to participate in a conference focused on raptor conservation.  The conference will be held at the AudubonGreenwich Kimberlin Nature Center May 7th and 8th during the weekend of International Migratory Bird Day and will bring together professionals and volunteers who are seriously involved in the science of raptor conservation.  The purposes of the conference are to:
     Increase the body of knowledge of the conservation issues facing the American kestrel and other declining raptor species
     Increase participation of professionals and volunteers in these and other raptor conservation efforts
Why a conference focused on raptor conservation?  Since the 1950s, monitoring of migrant raptors has evolved into one of the most important and quantitative methods of assessing the health of raptor populations while attracting thousands of volunteers to the field of raptor conservation.  At Audubon Greenwich’s Quaker Ridge Hawk Watch, Audubon staff and volunteers have collected raptor migration data each fall for decades.  While many volunteers are very proficient in raptor identification and biology, some are less aware of the larger issues facing these bird species.  Meanwhile, scientists depend on these volunteers to collect critical data and participate in conservation initiatives.
“Monitoring and Managing Raptor Populations:  Forging a Collaboration of Professional and Volunteer Conservationists” will bring these two groups together to discuss how to expand hemispheric efforts to ensure stable raptor populations, especially for the American kestrel and other declining species.  Together, participants will identify key strategies and actions needed to assist in raptor conservation; and work to expand volunteer involvement in these efforts.
The conference begins on Friday, May 7th, with an opening reception featuring a presentation on the decline of the American Kestrel by Dr. Chris Farmer, North American Monitoring Coordinator, Acopian Center Hawk Mountain Sanctuary. Saturday’s daylong session will feature our keynote speaker, Laurie J. Goodrich, Senior Monitoring Biologist, Acopian Center Hawk Mountain Sanctuary.  In addition, special guests Elisa Peres Barbosa & Eduardo Martinez, staff of ProNatura, will present on the phenomenal “River of Raptors” of Veracruz, Mexico.  An exciting array of speakers, panelists, and participants will lead workshops on topics such as hawk watching protocols and data collection, the science of nest box programs, and improving collaboration and participation of Citizen Scientists in raptor conservation.  The day will end with an optional dinner in the Red Barn with the Audubon staff, our speakers and international visitors, and supporters.
Many thanks to Audubon Greenwich’s co-sponsors who are helping to make this conference possible, including Audubon New York, Audubon Vermont, Connecticut Audubon Society, Connecticut Ornithological Association, Hawk Migration Association of America, ProNatura, Hawk Mountain, and others. 
For more information about the conference and to register online, please visit the Audubon Greenwich website .
In addition to the conference, we will mark International Migratory Bird Day on May 8th with a number of other events, including our annual early morning bird walk and Bird Breakfast in the Red Barn.  The morning bird walk begins at 6:30am at the Center, followed by breakfast at 8:00am ($8 per person for breakfast).  For information about the bird walk and Bird Breakfast or to register, please contact the Nature Store at 203-869-5272 x221 or email botoole@audubon.org .
International Migratory Bird Day celebrates and brings attention to one of the most important and spectacular events in the Americas—bird migration between their summer and winter homes.  Join us at Audubon Greenwich, we will celebrate and explore bird migration throughout the weekend.  Mark your calendars now!


Healthier Foods, Healthier Families with Rachel Khanna
Saturday, April 17th, 2:00-3:30 pm
Did you know that roughly 70% of antibiotics in the U.S. are given to animals?  Or that there are now more overweight people in the world than starving people? Join Chef and Health Counselor Rachel Khanna as she explores some of the myths surrounding our food supply and discuss alternative choices to make. Discover what it means to eat local, organic and seasonal and learn how to choose healthier foods.  Suggested donation: $10. RSVP required at 203-869-5272 x239.
Tapped: The Movie
Friday, April 23rd, 7:00-9:00 pm
Audubon Greenwich is pleased to host the final event for the “Get Off The Bottle Tour” with Stephanie Soechtig and her team’s award-winning film. From pumping the water, to plastic production, to the ocean in which so many of these bottles end up, this film trails the path of the bottled water industry and communities where the water is drawn.
Join us for a wine & cheese reception at 7:00 pm, followed by the movie at 8:00 pm.
Also participate in a bottle exchange by bringing an empty plastic water bottle to exchange for a new steel water bottle from the film’s producers (while supplies last).  Stephanie Soechtig (the Director) and Sarah Olson (the Producer) will be on-site to field questions from the audience. Visit our website for all the details & information about the film.
Space is limited. Purchase tickets online to guarantee a seat for $10/person (plus $2 service charge) or $15.00 at the door, if space permits.
The Science of Water
Wednesday, May 12th, 6:30-8:00 pm
Dr. Bernard Sweeney from the Stroud Water Research Center will discuss freshwater research, how our streams and rivers function as a whole, and the complex web of life that inhabits them.  Only through knowing how healthy streams and rivers work, and what happens when they become polluted, can we determine how to protect and preserve this vital resource. Participants will leave with a fresh perspective on how to protect, preserve, and restore watersheds everywhere, including our local area.  No Charge or RSVP required.                    Full calendar of Greenwich Spring Events

	

Audubon Sharon

Adopt an Animal at Sharon
Over 35 animals call the Sharon Audubon Center home, from birds to fish and insects to reptiles. What better way to show you care than to give back to the animals that help us teach thousands of children and adults every year about the importance of the natural world and conservation. Your donation helps to cover the expenses of caring for these animals, including the purchase of food, enclosure maintenance and trips to the Veterinarian.  Please visit our website to download an adoption form.
Sharon’s Wildlife Rehabilitation Program
From May through August we admit 75% of the total animal admissions for the entire year.  Each year we admit approximately 300 animals and over 80% of those admissions are birds.  We specialize in Songbirds and Birds of Prey. 
The public can help support Audubon Sharon’s Wildlife Rehabilitation Program by cash, in-kind donations or by volunteering their time at the Sharon Audubon Center.  Every summer we enlist dozens of volunteers to help with the care of injured and orphaned birds in the Wildlife Rehabilitation Clinic.  Information regarding volunteer opportunities and baby bird training workshops can be found on our website.


Bent of the River
Audubon Summer Nature Day Camp
Check out our new summer camp brochure for 2010.  We listened to the comments of many families, and we’ve added an extra group for children entering grades 1-3.  We’ve also changed the hours, 9:00am to 4:00pm to become a full-day program! 
Spring Break Explorations
Age: Kids in grades 1-4 & grades 5-8, 9:00 am to 12 noon
Kids are out of school for the week! What to do, what to do? The Audubon Center at Bent of the River is celebrating the 40th anniversary of Earth Day with special explorations all week. Join us for a fun morning of nature lessons, games, and hikes around the Center. Children are invited to attend one, two or all three days. Space is limited and filled on a first come, first served basis. Please call Ken at 203-264-5098 x308 to register your child(ren). Cost: $25 per child/day.
Tuesday, April 20th- Frogs, Salamanders, & Toads, Oh My!
Wednesday, April 21st- Creepy Crawlies
Thursday, April 22nd- Bird’s the Word 
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      If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org
Past newsletters are available at http://ct.audubon.org/news_Newsletters.html
Return to Top  
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