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Information Survey for the Stratford Great Meadows Important Bird Area Conservation Plan

The Stratford Great Meadows (SGM) Important Bird Area (IBA) includes the limits of the Great Meadow Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, Bridgeport’s Pleasure Beach, Stratford’s Long Beach, Frash Pond, and will likely include additional adjacent and proximal areas.  The Great Meadows Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney NWR is owned by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.  Adjacent lands are privately or municipally owned.  Collectively, these lands include salt marsh, coastal woodlands, lawn/grassland areas, freshwater wetlands, and coastal shrubland.  This mosaic of habitat types provides valuable breeding and migratory stopover habitat for a variety of bird species, many of which of conservation concern in the state or region.  The IBA lies along the Atlantic migration corridor.  Over 300 species of birds are regularly recorded in and around the coastal areas of Connecticut, and nearly 300 have been recorded within the IBA area. 
A Conservation Plan is currently being developed for this area as part of the IBA program.  The Conservation Plan will document the area’s natural resources, identify threats to these resources, and identify opportunities for management, research, and education to conserve and enhance the unit as an important area for birds while staying consistent with current uses of the area.
Audubon has partnered with Baystate Environmental Consultants (BEC), a GZA Company and the Connecticut Audubon Society to prepare the conservation plan. We would greatly appreciate input from those who have an interest in, or knowledge of, the refuge and adjacent lands.  Please respond only to the questions you feel comfortable answering.  Please respond to the survey coordinator using the following contact information:

Twan Leenders

Conservation Biologist

Connecticut Audubon Society

2325 Burr Street

Fairfield, CT  06824

Tel. (203) 259-6305 ext 114

Email: tleenders@ctaudubon.org
Please include your name and contact, and the name of any organization(s) you represent.

What is your or organization’s interest in the Stratford Great Meadows IBA?

In your view, what conservation, recreational, or educational resources of importance exist at the SGM IBA?

Which of these resources are most important to bird conservation, general conservation, or nature-related educational or recreational opportunities at the SGM IBA?

Do you know of any current or potential threats to these resources?

What key issues, improvements, or management strategies would you like to see included/addressed in the plan?

What additional educational and/or research activities would you like to see take place at the SGM IGA?

Would you or your organization be interested in assisting with some aspect of the conservation planning process?

Would you or your organization be interested in participating in wither current or future monitoring efforts at the SGM IBA?
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