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  Save the Date! 

What: COA Shorebird and Tern Workshop
When: Sunday, August 16th, 2009 8:00am
Where: Milford Point
More Information: We will start with a high tide at Milford Point at 8 AM and go to Sandy Point two hours later and follow the tide out(this will mean that we are less likely to have to do any deep wading to get back to the parking lot. Were shoes that you can get wet anyway. We will divide into groups by ability so that participants of all levels can have the presentation tailored to their ability. Leaders: Julian Hough (Nikon ProStaff), Greg Hanisek, Frank Mantlik, Milan Bull, Randy Domina.  Please note that we are starting at Milford Point. This is a change from past years. 
 
What: New Haven Migration Festival 
When: Sunday, September 27th, 2009 8:00am - 1:00pm
Where: Lighthouse Point Park
More Information: Details to follow in upcoming newsletters.  Volunteer opportunities below.

	
Audubon Sharon
Annual Sharon Festival
 
The 42nd Annual Sharon Audubon Festival is taking place Saturday and Sunday, August 8th & 9th. The Audubon Festival features two days of nature/environmental walks, presentations, live animal programs, exhibits from local CT companies (solar companies, green living, organic farming, etc.) and more.  Programs are tailored to a variety of age groups, and this year include topics such as birding and birds of prey, safe hiking, tree identification, wildlife photography, medicinal and edible plants, invasive plants, haiku nature poetry, letterboxing, canoeing, pond and stream life and more.  Two featured performances take place at 1:00 and 3:30 each day. This year’s featured performers are Annie & the Natural Wonder Band, SkyHunters in Flight, The Zoo in Forest Park & Education Center and Grumbling Gryphons theatre.  There will also be on-going activities for children including crafts, a scavenger hunt, live animal exhibits and more.  Gates open at 8:00am on Saturday for an 8:30 early morning bird walk and at 9:30am on Sunday morning. Admission is $7 for adults and $5 for children age 12 and under.  No pets are allowed through the gates, so please leave pets at home! For more information, contact the Center at (860) 364-0520
  
More Information on Audubon Sharon


A Rehab Story
 
[image: image2.jpg]


On April 22nd, 6 tiny babies about the size of a thumb were admitted into the rehab clinic. These tiny things with elongated bodies and stubby legs were in fact, weasels. The story told by the finder was too incredible to make up. Apparently, while she and a friend were walking along a pond in Amenia, NY , looking for a good spot to cast in a fishing line, their presence spooked a mother Ermine from her nest and she darted into the water. Although it is not unusual for these weasels to enter the water since they are strong swimmers able to colonize offshore Islands, this weasel’s timing unfortunately could not have been worse. The mother weasel was quickly gobbled up by a large mouth bass. The girls felt horrible to be the cause of the mother’s demise and jumped into the water in an attempt to save her, but it was too late. They looked to where the weasel had come from, underneath an upturned canoe where they found the 6 little babies.
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All 6 of the Short-Tailed Weasels survived and were ready for release back into the wild on July 6th. From tiny babies less than 10g that had to be fed every hour on the hour all day and all night, they had become 70g, fast as lightning little terrors. They had successfully learned how to hunt and kill their own prey and were very cautious of people. It was really a pleasure to be able to rehabilitate these elusive little creatures.  


Newly Renovated Children’s Aquatic Adventure Center
 
In the Summer 2008, a large coral reef aquarium was donated to the Audubon Center along with several species of coral and saltwater fish.  The tank and its inhabitants were placed in the downstairs Adventure Center and Audubon Sharon staff immediately began thinking[image: image4.png]


 of ways we could tie in the importance of saltwater habitats to the northwest corner of Connecticut in a fun, yet educational way.  That is how the newly renovated Children’s Aquatic Adventure Center came to be. Audubon Sharon Staff and several volunteers, including carpenter Mel Paskell and artist Kathy Barlow, spent many hours bringing this new aquatic world to life.  Kathy began by painting a pond scene featuring a life-sized swimming beaver, several fish and amphibians, birds and other animals that might be observed in or around a pond in this area. On the opposite wall, she created a beautiful freshwater marsh scene that merges into a saltwater marsh scene which then blends into an underwater ocean scene that surrounds the aquarium.  The mural depicts how all of our water systems are connected and how what we put in our lakes, ponds and rivers right here in Sharon, CT, can have an effect on species in Long Island Sound and eventually the Atlantic Ocean. 
 
The popular 'beaver den' has been altered, new crawlspaces for children were built, and a small boardwalk and bird "observatory" rest alongside a small water pond. The grand re-opening of the Children's Aquatic Adventure Center was held on Sunday, April 25th. 
Homemade Maple Quilt Raffle to Benefit Audubon Sharon
A beautiful, queen-sized maple leaf quilt was made through the efforts of six ladies who meet once a week to work on their craft projects.  These multi-talented ladies are Joan Groves, Veralyn Davee, Carole Sanson-Furey, Corinne Levy, Haidee Freund, and Audubon Sharon Office Manager Dawn Osborne.  The idea for a quilt came about at MapleFest last year while Dawn[image: image5.jpg]


 and Corinne were looking over some maple sugaring materials for school programs.  Corinne presented the idea to the other ladies in the group, who enthusiastically proceeded to make the colorful maple leaf blocks out of batik fabrics of their choice.  The ladies spent a great deal of time at one meeting laying out the completed blocks in a pleasing pattern and deciding on the background fabric.  After Corinne pieced the blocks and border pieces together, the group "sandwiched" the quilt with batting and background fabric, and Corinne finished it with machine quilting.
Raffle tickets to benefit Audubon Sharon will be sold starting in August and the drawing will be held in October. Cost is $2.00 per ticket. 


NW Connecticut Nestbox Outreach Program Expands
Audubon Sharon has been monitoring nest boxes for various species of birds for many years. This year is no exception and the number of boxes have expanded extensively this spring and summer, allowing for more young to fledge and more monitoring and research to be conducted on some of the state’s vulnerable species. Audubon Sharon staff and volunteers monitor 125 bluebird houses on Audubon properties and other areas around Sharon.  Approximately 150 Eastern Bluebirds are expected to fledge from[image: image6.jpg]


 these boxes during 2009.  Some of these boxes also host other species of songbirds such as Tree Swallows and Black-capped Chickadees.  An estimated 100 Wood Duck and Hooded Mergansers are expected to fledge from 20 boxes on Audubon property (expanded from12 boxes with DEP grant,) and the number of American Kestrel boxes expanded from 18 to 60 boxes this year by local birder and Audubon volunteer Art Gingert, with the help of Audubon Sharon staff.  Last year, 35 young fledged from the 18 boxes, so more are expected to fledge this year and more nest boxes are expected to be raised in 2010.  The young are banded with leg tags, which helps with research on strengthening the population of American Kestrels, listed as a Threatened Species in the state of Connecticut.                                                                                                                                                      Photo: Young Kestrels


	
Audubon Center at Bent of the River
GE Capital Americas has granted the Audubon Center at Bent of the River a $5,000 grant to paint the post Civil War barn on site. The  historic barn was initially built in the mid-1800’s, overhauled and expanded in the 1940’s, and then converted in the 90’s from a working farmer’s barn to the structure it is now. Today, the barn is home to the staff of the Bent of the River, Audubon Connecticut , and The Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition. It is also a major destination for visitors to the Bent of the River. The main section of the barn is a common space which serves as a classroom for children and adults. On display are several pieces of artwork, antique farm tools, mounted specimens of Connecticut wildlife, and the Clark’s (our benefactor) winter horse-drawn sleigh. The Bent of the River barn receives approximately five thousands visitors each year and is an integral part of our visitors experience to the Bent of the River
GE has been partnering with the Audubon Center at Bent of the River since 2003 with volunteer days to help the Center complete larger projects.  This highly successful cooperative program offers Audubon a way to accomplish major projects and introduces GE employees to an important environmental resource in their community. This year GE Employees have offered two volunteer days and will help fund those projects with a $3,000 donation from the Elfun Community Foundation grant towards the cost of those projects!
This summer GE Volunteers will be working on such projects as: replacing the roping handrail along the Bent’s board walk; restoring the split rail fence in the paddock; putting up fencing for conservation grazing; installing rain bars along trails; assisting with removal of invasive plants and helping with the construction of a rain garden.
More Information on Bent of the River
Audubon Greenwich 
Audubon Greenwich is actively working to fight the battle against invasive plants on its sanctuaries and on July 10, 2009, the Greenwich center partnered with the CT Invasive Plant Working Group (CIPWG) to control invasive Mile-a-Minute Vine (MAM) on the 80-acre Gimbel Sanctuary. This annual weed, native to Asia , is also known as Devil’s Tearthumb ((Persicaria perfoliata) due to the small, hooked spines covering the branches, leaves, and stems. It can grow to a length of 20 feet or more, at a rate of up to six inches in a day. Quickly forming a thick mat of vegetation, it smothers native grasses, forbs and trees, causing a reduction in biodiversity on sanctuaries and easily causes economic harm in agricultural areas. First spotted at Gimbel several years ago, Audubon has implemented regular mowing and hand-pulling to control the spread of the vine. However, due to the fact that the seeds can lie dormant in the soil for several years, as well as be dispersed by seed-eating birds, it has continued to grow and spread. 
Audubon and CIPWG are now implementing at Gimbel a biological control program of MAM by introducing Mile-a-Minute Weevils to the area. This weevil is a natural enemy of MAM, and is specific to the weed. Adult weevils eat small holes in young leaves of P. perfoliata and lay eggs on the leaves and stems. After hatching, larvae bore into the stem where they complete development, then exit the stem and drop to the soil for pupation. Over time, the weevils have been shown to significantly reduce populations of MAM.

Gimbel is one of several test sites in the three towns in Connecticut that have the greatest populations of MAM, including Greenwich, North Haven, and Newtown . The goal is to achieve long-term control and eradication of MAM using this biological control method (combined with manual mowing and pulling). Audubon staff will complete quarterly monitoring of the site to determine the efficacy of the control program, and report those results to CIPWG.

Audubon's partner in this effort, the CT Invasive Plant Working Group is a consortium of individuals, organizations, and agencies concerned with invasive species issues, and whose mission is to educate the public about the dangers posed by invasive species and to promote the use of native or non-invasive ornamentals throughout Connecticut. For more information about this organization, please visit: www.hort.uconn.edu/cipwg. 

For more information about MAM in Connecticut, or to report a known location of this invasive species, please visit: www.hort.uconn.edu/mam. 

More Information on Audubon Greenwich 

	

Local Bird Conservation News
 
Fairfield County Community Foundation Awards Grant to Audubon Connecticut to Spearhead Conservation Plan for the Long Beach, Pleasure Beach, Great Meadows Complex in Bridgeport and Stratford
Audubon Connecticut has been awarded a generous competitive grant of $16,000 from the Fairfield County Community Foundation. “The Fairfield County Community Foundation grant will help us to forge ahead with our efforts to develop a comprehensive conservation plan for The Pleasure Beach/Long Beach/ Great Meadows complex in Bridgeport and Stratford . We are very excited to be able to continue with this vital project and grateful to the Foundation for its support” said Tom Baptist, Executive Director. 

 Pleasure Beach/Long Beach/Great Meadows is one of the most spectacular and ecologically sensitive sections of the Long Island Sound coast. Audubon’s goal is to create a plan that both protects the site and allows for public access so that the people of Bridgeport and Stratford can enjoy the beauty of Long Island Sound at the edge of their City. Audubon will be working with numerous stakeholders including local, state and federal government agencies, elected officials, environmental groups, and community groups to build consensus and marshal the support and resources to purchase, protect and manage the site. 

Photo: Long Beach West, Stratford
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The site, along with 26 others in the State, has been designated an “Important Bird Area” by Audubon meaning that it is a critical habitat and/or migratory stopover for birds of high conservation concern. Pleasure Beach and Long Beach are home to the federally threatened Piping Plover as well as Connecticut’s largest colony of state-threatened Least Terns. The Important Bird Area (IBA) program which protects birds and critical wildlife habitat is one of Audubon’s core programs, www.audubon.org/bird/iba. 

“ Bridgeport is incredibly fortunate to have this irreplaceable natural resource right in our own backyard" said Mayor Bill Finch. "We look forward to working with Audubon and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect and restore access to Pleasure Beach to give Bridgeport residents a place in their own city where they can experience and connect with nature".
" Stratford residents spoke loud and clear last November about their wish to protect Long Beach West as natural treasure for future generations," said Mayor Jim Miron. "Audubon's conservation planning process will help us move forward in that effort and it couldn't come at a better time," he added. "The information Audubon is putting together will help us make sure Long Beach West remains a great place for people and for wildlife forever."  
The Fairfield County Community Foundation (FCCF) promotes the growth of community and regional philanthropy to improve the quality of life throughout Fairfield County. Individuals, families, corporations and organizations can establish charitable funds and contribute to existing funds. The Foundation also provides philanthropic advisory services, and develops and leads initiatives to tackle critical community issues.   It is in compliance with the Council on Foundations’ national standards for community foundations. The Foundation has awarded over $100 million in grants to nonprofits in Fairfield County and beyond. For more information visit www.fccfoundation.org

	
Northern Parulas abound this year at the Bent of the River
There have been at least 8 singing male Northern Parulas (Parula Americana) recorded at the Bent of the River this June, and [image: image8.jpg]


two males and one female have been captured by scientists engaged in a banding project (one is singing outside of my office window as I write).   These warblers are a familiar sight in Connecticut in both spring and fall migration, but their status as a nesting species is quite different.  Parulas were abundant nesters in Connecticut in the late 19th Century; in fact there is a record of 30 pairs in one swamp alone in Norwich in the 1880’s.  Since that time they have declined precipitously to the point of being classified as extirpated from Connecticut.   No confirmed nesting occurrences were recorded on the Connecticut Breeding Bird Atlas (data collected 1982-96).  The first recent confirmation of their return to the state was in 2004, when nesting was confirmed with a territorial pair found in Barkhamstead by Dave Rosgen as part of the Summer Bird Count (SBC).   They have been reported in small numbers on the SBC since 1992, with an average of 4.1 individuals per year (with a range of between 1 and 11).  To have eight singing males in one location is rather remarkable and perhaps a sign that this species is making a comeback as a Connecticut nester. 
Photo: Northern Parula by Paul J. Fusco

	

Small Grants Awarded to Partners at IBAs
Thanks to the generous support o the Jeniam Foundation, Audubon Connecticut was able to provide over $16,000 in support to local partners to implement conservation actions at IBA’s.  This year’s recipients include:

Lighthouse Point Park: Connecticut Butterfly Association: $920 request, $3215 match. To undertake seasonal habitat improvements and maintenance at the Lighthouse Point Park Bird & Butterfly Garden.
Sandy Point: City of West Haven: $871.59 request, $871.59 match. To create a message center at Sandy Point to educate the public on the Important Bird Area and Project Limulus, a project of Sacred Heart University to study horseshoe crab spawning.  The eggs of horseshoe crabs are a critical food source for migrating shorebirds. 
Stratford Great Meadows/Long Beach/Pleasure Beach: Connecticut Audubon Society: $3400 request, $4500 match. A breeding bird atlas that covers the entire Stratford Great Meadows IBA to provide input to the conservation plan recommendations.
Audubon Center at Bent of the River: $5000 request, $5000 match. Establish a deer-proof nursery for the restoration of native plants in the forest understory.
Cove Island Park Wildlife Sanctuary: $1500 request, $2160 match. Expand the bird and butterfly garden that was created using last year’s small grant.

Lighthouse Point Park: New Haven Parks and Rec: $5000 request, $8292 match. Programs for 2009’s Migration Festival at Lighthouse Point Park.

These proposals for $16,691.59 are providing a total of $24,675.59 in matching funds.  We have a total of  $8,708.41 remaining to support additional small grants.  A second opportunity to apply for small grants will be announced in the summer.  



Volunteers needed for New Haven Migration Festival
The migration festival at Lighthouse Point Park is Sunday, September 27th, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are in need of volunteers for passing out flyers at the entrance and face painting.  Time slots are:  8 - 10, 10 - 12, and 1 - 2, or any amount of time you can commit.  If you would like to volunteer, please let Maria Stockmal know via e-mail at m.stockmal@snet.net.
We are also looking for vendors.  If you are an artist, photographer, or do wildlife crafts and would like to display your work for sale, please let Maria know.  There is no fee.  Table and chairs will be provided. 

	

Public Policy & Advocacy

Some progress, but major decisions yet to be made at State Capitol
When the Connecticut General Assembly (CGA) adjourned at midnight on Wednesday, June 3rd, lawmakers had passed several of Audubon’s legislative priorities, but had not reached agreement on the major issue for next year: a budget for the FY10-11 biennium. Both the Governor and the CGA had proposals on the table, each with differing levels of funding for Audubon’s top priorities including bond funding for DEP open space programs, farmland protection and the Face of Connecticut. In a recent Special Session, the CGA passed a budget plan along party lines that Governor Rell has vetoed.  Legislative leaders and the Governor’s staff are now meeting in closed door negotiations that will hopefully lead to a budget some time this summer. In one major victory this session - one that would not have been possible with support from Audubon members - we were able to prevent a raid on the Community Investment Fund, which provides funding for open space, and farmland protection, historic preservation and affordable housing, both as part of FY09 deficit measures and with passage of a last-minute agreement to add an additional $10.00 to the current $30.00 recording fee that supports CIA, with the Dept of Ag’s portion of the revenue directed to the dairy industry for the next two years. Thanks are due to the Governor and legislative leaders for passing this legislation. Still, we are not out of the woods until there is a final budget agreement so we’ll keep you posted on any new developments or opportunities for advocacy! 

Face of Connecticut (FOC): H.B. 6504 and H.B. 6660 regarding FOC are now part of the proposed Bond Package. The CGA is proposing $2M each during the next two years for a new Face of CT account. Funds will be directed by the Face of CT Steering Committee towards multi-purpose projects that include two or more of the following objectives: open space, farmland, historic preservation, or brown- fields remediation.  We won’t know the final outcome until there is agreement on budget and bond package.

Open Space Bonding: Funding for the DEP Recreation and Natural Heritage Trust (RNHT) Municipal Open Space & Watershed Matching Grants (OSMG) programs will be determined as part of the bond package that is yet to be finalized by the Governor and lawmakers. At present, the CGA is proposing to keep $22.5M from previous authorizations in place for the two programs and rescind $11.25M in existing funding. Both the Governor and CGA propose $0 in new authorizations for FY10, and the CGA is proposing to cut the Governor’s recommended $15M in new authorizations for FY11 in half to $7.5M w/ $5 M for RNHT and $2.5M for OSMG. 

Farmland Bonding: CGA is proposing to rescind $2.575 in approved funding for the Dept of Ag’s Purchase of Development Rights program and has proposed $0 for each year for farmland protection. Governor Rell has proposed $5 million each year in her budget. This is another issue, which along with bonding for open space, will be determined by ongoing budget negotiations.

Community Investment Act: Funded by a municipal real estate recording fee, the program supports open space and farmland protection, historic preservation and affordable housing.  An amendment to SB 891 late in the session increased the fee from $30 to $40 and directed the farm portion of the revenue to the Dairy Industry for the next two years. 

Long Island Sound Stewardship: Given the budget deficit this year, there was no proposal to fund a separate LIS Stewardship account to provide required state match for funding available through the federal Long Island Sound Stewardship Act of 2004. The Act authorizes funding to protect, enhance, and restore important ecological and recreational sites around the Sound in CT and NY. The US House is proposing $15 million for Long Island Sound for FY10, a portion of which will go to Stewardship in CT and NY.  Look for LIS Stewardship legislation next session to ensure our state has funding for the required 40% match.

Municipal Green Fund: HB 6397 was approved by the Environment Committee, but died on the calendar in the Finance Committee, another casualty of the tough budget situation this year. Advocates will be working over the summer to develop a strategy for next session, including a Forum this fall with participants from other states where this funding mechanism has been very successful.  We will keep you posted on any developments. 

State-owned Farmland: S.B. 1082 An Act Concerning the Preservation of State-Owned Agriculture Land passed both the House and the Senate and was signed into law by the Governor as Public Act 09-08!  The legislation directs the Farmland Preservation Advisory Board to review state-owned land currently leased for farming and recommend strategies for permanent protection. An issue of possible concern is the growing interest among both Democratic and Republican lawmakers to sell as-yet-unspecified state assets in order to plug the budget shortfall for FY10-11. Audubon partnered with the Southbury Land Trust and farm advocates to introduce and support this legislation. 
ATVs:  Though several bills were raised at the beginning of the session, none received a public hearing and there was no legislation on ATVs considered or passed this session. 
Invasive Plants: H.B. 5277 An Act Implementing the Recommendations of the Invasive Plant Council passed both the House and Senate and has been signed into law as Public Act 09-52. The bill allows invasive plants to be transported for certain purposes. Includes reproductive parts of plants in the existing ban, removes water lettuce from invasives list, and expands enforcement authority to the Dept of Ag and the Ag. Exp. Station. The bill also prohibits municipal bans on invasive plants through October 2014. Unfortunately, the $500,000 in appropriations funding for the Invasive Plant program was rescinded, but the recent budget passed by CGA contained $25,000 in funding.   As with so many items this session, the final funding level remains to be determined. 
You’re invited! During the summer, Audubon’s Public Policy and Advocacy Committee will be working to develop our legislative agenda and workplan for next year. If you would like to participate or if you have an issue you think we should consider for the agenda, please contact Sandy Breslin at sbreslin@audubon.org or (203) 264-5098 x307.


Audubon Advocates Funding for Long Island Sound: Work to be done in Conference Committee to reconcile House and Senate budget proposals
The US House has proposed $15M in funding for Long Island Sound including water quality and habitat conservation in the FY10 budget, an historic level of funding for this estuary. Unfortunately, the Senate did not equal the House’s level of support; the Senate budget announced just last week included only $3M in funding for LIS, less than the program received in FY09.  Audubon is working with our delegation to seek in an increase in the Senate recommendation as the bill goes to Conference. 

Congress has also proposed funding for two key Audubon priorities: land acquisition at the the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge and at the Stewart B. McKinney National Refuge. The House budget contained $2.25M and the Senate budget contained $2M for acqusitions in the Salmon River Division, as well as parcels in Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont. The Salmon River Division represents critical wintering habitat for Bald Eagle, along with critical wetland, forest and shrubland habitat for many species of conservation concern.  The Senate also proposed $2M for acquisition of Long Beach West in Stratford - - a priority project for Audubon Connecticut.  Lawmakers still have to hammer out final funding figures in Conference Committee. 

More Information on Public Policy & Advocacy  

	
Audubon at Home
In May, Audubon Greenwich launched its newest Audubon At Home program, “Healthy Eating For Families.”  In two sessions in May and June, organic chef and parent Rachel Khanna led in-depth explorations of food and the family meal.  She highlighted the benefits of eating local, organic, and seasonal, and debunked some of the myths regarding our food and food supply system. The question and answer session among Rachel and the participants was lively, and it is clear that the topic of food safety, sustainable food production, and healthy eating are a hot topic in Greenwich.   Join us this Thursday, July 16th at Audubon Greenwich, for the third seminar in the Healthy Eating series.  “Organic, Seasonal, and Kid-Friendly Meals,” will be a delicious morning event where Rachel will share recipes and meal ideas that are likely to become favorites for your kids.  
Looking ahead and back by popular demand, Audubon Greenwich will once again offer a four-part “Green Building, Green Homes” series in Fall 2009.  After an introductory session, each seminar will focus on a specific element of energy efficiency in the home, including geothermal HVAC systems, and solar and wind applications for the home.  Stay tuned for dates and speaker information as September approaches.  
Tip of the month:  Begin composting your kitchen scraps and garden waste.  Not only does this reduce trash going to landfill, it provides useful compost for your garden.  Not sure how to get started or which method to use?  Find the approach best for you by attending “Home Composting Basics” at Audubon Greenwich July 18th from 3:00-4:30pm.
Call Jeff Cordulack to sign up afor any of the Audubon at Home programs at 203-869-5272 x239.
More Information on Audubon at Home
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