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What: 'Ornithology and ecology in Connecticut’s Highlands’ 

When: Saturday, January 10th 

Where: Audubon Sharon, 325 Cornwall Bridge Road, Sharon, CT

Time: 2:00 pm

More Information: 

Chris Field, Important Bird Areas Coordinator for Audubon Connecticut, will highlight the work Audubon Connecticut is doing in northwest corner of Connecticut, including a second-generation breeding bird atlas, and a study to uncover indicators of forest ecosystem health in the highlands

What: Green Homes 101: An Introduction to Green Building 

When: Tuesday, January 27th 

Where: Audubon Greenwich Kimberlin Nature Center

Time: 9:00 am - 11:30 am

More Information:  See below for details on all  upcoming events in our “Green Building Series.”

What: COA Annual Meeting
When: Saturday, March 21st
Where: Middlesex Community Technical College

More Information: Still to come

 

	

 

Audubon Greenwich Winter Vacation Camp
February 10th, 11th, & 12th 

Experience winter in a whole new way! 

Exciting one-day nature camps for grades K-5. Campers will enjoy winter hikes, nature-themed games, arts & crafts, and more - all coordinated by experienced Audubon Naturalists. Sign up for one, two, or three days. Advance registration required; spaces are limited. 

Camp hours: 9:30 am to 2:30 pm.
Cost: $50/day (members) or $60/day (non-members) 

Learn more and print registration forms online at: http://greenwich.audubon.org. 

	

Sharon Audubon 
Children’s Adventure Center is Getting a Facelift!
In case you haven’t had the chance to visit the Center lately we have a new exhibit you have to check out.  This past summer a large salt water coral reef aquarium was donated to us by Jerome Mendell and his family and was put in the Adventure Center downstairs.  When putting this in we took out some hands-on exhibits that were old or broken.  Now, we are re-doing the room with hands-on and fun interpretive exhibits for kids based on aquatics.  Imagine descending the Adventure Center stairs and delving into a complete underwater world filled with exhibits about turtles, waterfowl and other aquatic animals as well as murals of various water systems and much more!  The project will take some time to complete, so be sure to check in periodically to see what new fun has been added!

However, we need your help!  If you are an artist, a woodworker or a good craftsperson, we would love your help to design and build these new exhibits.  Please contact Kim Miedema or Wendy Miller and let us know what you are willing and able to do. Donations such as lumber, hardware, paint, brushes, etc, would also be greatly appreciated.

Audubon Sharon Receives Long Time Rehabilitation Award [image: image3.jpg]



The C.W.R.A. (Connecticut Wildlife Rehabilitators Association) held their special 20th Anniversary Conference on Saturday, November 1st at White Memorial Foundation in Litchfield, CT.  The Connecticut Wildlife Rehabilitation Association, Inc. is a non-profit organization formed by rehabilitators with the goal of improving the care of distressed wildlife in Connecticut.  Audubon Sharon was recognized at the conference and presented a plaque from the CT DEP Wildlife Division for 29 years of Wildlife Rehabilitation at the Sharon Audubon Center.

Eight individuals, four representing Nature Centers in the state, were awarded the certificates for over 25 years of service in wildlife rehabilitation. We are proud to offer this service to those who find wildlife in distress and strive to give the animals the best possible care.

Right: Erin O’Connell, Wildlife Rehabilitation & Outreach Coordinator, accepts a certificate on behalf of Audubon Sharon from Laurie Fortin of the CT DEP Wildlife Division
Belize Audubon’s Director of Education Visits
 

On November 2nd Olivia Carballo, Education Director of Belize Audubon and Matt Jeffery, Program Manager of Audubon’s International Alliance Program visited Audubon Sharon. In the spring of 2006 Audubon launched the International Alliances Program (IAP) with the objective of addressing conservation concerns in the wintering grounds of birds that breed in the U.S. The goal is to build the conservation effectiveness of “local” on-the-ground organizations through capacity building, joint projects and financial support. Projects are currently underway in Belize, Bahamas, Panama, El Salvador, Mexico and Paraguay and Audubon Connecticut has been engaged in the IAP program from the beginning.

 

Audubon’s project in Belize, with the Belize Audubon Society, aims at conserving the critical wetland reserve, Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary, which is a Global Important Bird Area.  Crooked Tree is an important wintering site to many of the birds that we care about in the U.S. such as the American Redstart and the Wood Thrush. Because of this, Audubon’s eastern State offices have banded together to support this initiative.  The initial phase of the project engages an organization called Rare and a program that they run known as Pride Campaign. Essentially, the program uses social marketing techniques (method for changing attitudes and behaviors) to implement targeted conservation messages that aid in changing awareness, attitudes and behaviors toward conservation at the local level. 

 

To achieve this, Olivia is working with religious leaders, school teachers and different sectors of the community such as cattle farmers, fishermen and politicians at a national level. As will all Pride Campaigns, this one has a mascot – Jim-ba-ru the Jarabu stork named and loved by the local school children. 

 

Olivia’s visit to the U.S. was in part to learn more about Audubon’s conservation initiatives and to get education ideas to bring back.  Her stop at Audubon Sharon was invaluable to us as we were able to learn more about her efforts and the conservation challenges that face Belize.  We were also able to arrange for her to meet with Laurie Doss, Science Chair of  the Marvelwood School.  We have worked with Laurie and her students in Panama, and she was able to offer similar ideas for Olivia to use in Belize.

 

For more information about Audubon’s International Alliance program visit http://www.audubon.org/bird/IAP/; for information about Belize Audubon Society visit http://www.belizeaudubon.org/. 

 

More Information on Audubon Sharon


	

Local Bird Conservation News 
 
IBA Coordinator Chris Field Selected for National Award from Audubon
Chris Field, Connecticut’s Important Bird Areas Program Coordinator, was presented a national New Star Ace Award at the Audubon Holiday Party on December 17th.   Chris has really hit the ground running since starting in April.  His technical skills add a new dimension to Connecticut ’s IBA program.  He determined a method for converting IBA boundaries into Google Earth Format that will allow a new and innovative public outreach tool and is currently juggling 12 IBA conservation plans in various states of completion and has significantly advanced the planning process for each of those sites.  Working with the Menunkatuck Chapter, he embarked on the first ever citizen science monitoring project aimed at Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrows, which we hope to expand to other states next year.  

Chris also successfully administered Connecticut’s first ever small grants program for IBA stakeholder groups, selecting projects to receive $20,000 worth of funding for implementation projects at IBAs.  Among the projects funded were the installation of an irrigation system for the bird and butterfly gardens at Lighthouse Point Park, a vegetative survey of the heron rookery at Great Captains Island and a grant towards the purchase of 50 acres of prime upland habitat directly adjacent to the East River Marsh. 

In addition to these accomplishments directly related to the IBA Program in Connecticut, Chris has jumped right in to the activities of the Eastern States Alliance and has helped to mold both the coastal and forest multi-state initiative processes.  

 

Congratulations Chris!

 

	Audubon Receives $25,000 towards IBA Conservation Plan Implementation Small Matching Grants Program
The Jeniam Foundation has agreed to continue funding our IBA Conservation Plan Implementation Small Matching Grants Program.  We received word that the foundation has agreed to a $25,000 grant that will allow us to continue this critical program for a second year and will enlarge this fund by $5,000 over last year’s levels.  We plan to announce the request for proposals after the New Year and to distribute funds by June.

 

	Funding Restored for Forest Ecosystem Health Grant
Audubon, along with an impressive array of partners were awarded a grant from the US Forest Service’s Cooperative Lands Forest Health Program for a project to develop protocols for monitoring forest ecosystem health in Connecticut’s Highlands region.  Audubon’s partners in this project include the Connecticut DEP, the Connecticut Agricultural Experiment Station, the University of Connecticut and the Yale School of Forestry.  Soon after the award there was an extreme bout of fires in the West and the funding for Audubon and Yale was rescinded.  With the start of a new Federal Fiscal Year in October, both organizations were notified that our funding would be restored.  This grant will provide $10,000 over two years to allow Audubon to hire an intern to gather existing wildlife information for the project area and to coordinate volunteers to gather additional data on birds of the focal watersheds. 

	

Public Policy & Advocacy 
East River Marsh - Here today, gone tomorrow?
By Fred Hill - Manager of the Guilford Salt Meadows Sanctuary
 [image: image4.jpg]



On October 24th, an immature bald eagle and osprey flew overhead as the Goss family announced their intention to sell their 624-acre property to the Town of Guilford for conservation purposes. This historic agreement seeks to permanently protect the woodlands, wetlands, fields, and tidal marshes along the East River and will continue the Town of Guilford ’s tradition of preserving important areas like the Braemore Preserve, Timberlands, and James Valley . To assist with the purchase, Audubon Connecticut helped secure $3 million in funding from the federal Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program and continues to pursue additional funding opportunities.  The project will have to be approved at a Town meeting and a referendum vote that are yet to be scheduled, but are expected as early as January. 

 

The East River Marsh is considered one of the best examples of tidal marsh in all of Long Island Sound and along with the Goss property itself, hosts a rich variety of wildlife, including a globally important population of nesting Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrows. This watershed is remarkably undeveloped for our densely populated state and that lack of development is a key reason the Marsh remains so pristine. The land is also a keystone in the effort to protect the integrity of Guilford ’s forested landscape and associated wildlife corridors.
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Just next door is Audubon Connecticut ’s 240-acre Guilford Salt Meadow Sanctuary and birders often frequent the site. Historically, Audubon has leased and managed tidal wetlands owned by the Goss family that will now be permanently preserved if the sale goes through. This conservation opportunity follows in the tradition of Claire Leader Goss, Anne Conover and other Guilford residents who helped conserve the Sanctuary so many years ago.  

 

Protection of the Goss property will help safeguard the future health of the East River and East River Marsh, and add to the legacy of unspoiled, natural places that we leave for our children and generations to come.

 

If you are a Guilford resident, please make sure your voice is heard on this important issue!

 

More Information on Public Policy & Advocacy
 



	

Audubon at Home 

There will be a full schedule of Audubon at Home public events in Winter/Spring 2009. A four part “Green Building Series” will bring an impressive group of experts to the Center to address the following:

· Green Homes 101: An Introduction to Green Building on January 27th 

· Energy Savings for the Home on February 24th 

· Indoor Environmental Quality on March 24th 

· Building and Rebuilding a Green Home on April 22nd 

All are free and open to the public. They will take place from 9 to 11:30 AM.

 

In addition we are hosting a training workshop on Organic Lawns and Turf for lawn/landscape professionals with national expert Chip Osborne on Thursday February 26th from 8:30 to 11:30 AM. 

 

Tip of the Month 
When you get ready to dispose of your Christmas tree this year be sure to treat it right.  Find a local tree drop off site so that it can live another life…as mulch!  Don’t let that that precious tree end up in landfill.  Check with your city or local sanitation department, or look online on Earth911 to find a drop off site.

More Information on Audubon at Home  
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If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org 
