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Save the Date!
Asian Longhorned Invasive Beetle Workshop
A training session to teach people how to identify the Asian Long-horned Beetle (ALB), the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB), and the tell-tale signs of infected trees. These beetles infect many trees including maple, elm, willow, birch, and poplar, killing them in 3-5 years. Winter is a great time to see signs of infection in trees so take this opportunity to learn about these beetles and be on the lookout for them while out hiking or counting birds this winter.
 
Audubon Greenwich
Sunday, December 6, 2:30-4:30 pm
With Rose Hiskes of the CT Agricultural Experiment Station
Registration is required. No charge.
To sign up, leave a message at 203-869-5272 x239.
 
Audubon Sharon
Saturday, December 5th, 10:00am - 1:00pm
Registration recommended.  To sign up call 860-364-0520.
 

110th Annual National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count 

Please see the below for more information and locations.
Griswold Airport Open House
Saturday, December 12th, 9:00am - 12:00pm
Where: Griswold Airport, Madison, CT
Rain date: Sunday, December 13th.
Come see the Griswold Airport Property with Director of Bird Conservation Patrick Comins and Jerry Connolly from the Audubon Shop and learn what you can do to help protect this critical habitat.
Golf carts will be available to facilitate access for individuals with limited mobility.
Please contact Patrick Comins to learn how you can help out with this effort.  pcomins@audubon.org
Public Meeting To Learn About Conservation Planning For Great Meadows, Long Beach West, And Pleasure Beach
1st Meeting:  Wednesday, December 9th at Connecticut Audubon Society (Former Remington Gun Club), 1207 Prospect Drive, Stratford.
2nd Meeting:  Tuesday December 15th, 7-9pm in Bridgeport, Location Tbd. Please Check Our Website Or Email Chris Field For The Location Details.
See below for more information. 
 

	

Audubon Center at Bent of the River 
Chocolate Underground!
CHOCOLATE!!!! What more could one want in the middle of the winter?! Especially shade grown, neo-tropical, bird friendly chocolate! Planned for just the pick me up you need post holidays. Please join the Audubon Center at Bent of the River in conjunction with two very special sponsors, New Morning Natural and Organic and the Heritage Hotel on February 6, 2010 (snow date February 7) to explore the Chocolate Underground.
 

New Morning Natural and Organic is putting together an amazing chocolate extravaganza for those who dare to explore the many flavors of chocolate. Heritage Hotel in Southbury will be co-sponsoring and hosting the event. Additionally, there will be a showcase of local vintners offering wines to pair with the appetizers, main courses and desserts. For those who want to over indulge in chocolate and wine tasting, the Heritage Hotel is offering [image: image2.jpg]


special overnight rates! Dinner tickets are $65 each. Please visit the Bent of the River website for more information.
 

Bent of the River Plans Universal Access Trail
The Audubon Center at Bent of the River will be starting construction on a Universal Access (UA) Trail adjacent to their entrance parking lot. With local permits in place, bids received, and initial funding in place the project is ready to start any day. As planned the UA trail will start at a specially designed section of the Center’s[image: image3.jpg]


 entrance parking lot just off East Flat Hill Road. The trail winds through the Center’s wildflower meadow, along the edge of a wet meadow and down to the edge of the Pomperaug River. People of all abilities will be able to enjoy the scents of the meadow, sounds of the birds and insects, and touch of the native grasses and flowers experientially and with specially designed signage. Also in the plans are an elevated sitting/viewing area, resting bench, and a bird blind along the river.
The construction of the trail itself is possible through a generous donation from Wheels in the Woods. If you would like to help with this project, donations can be made directly to theAudubon Center at Bent of the River through their website:www.bentoftheriver.audubon.org. Construction on the trail is scheduled to be completed by early summer 2010.
 Sketch of proposed viewing platform along Universal Access Trail.
More Information on Bent of the River 

	
Audubon Sharon Events
[image: image4.jpg]


 

Falcons
Sunday, December 6th, 10-11 am
Wildlife Rehabilitation & Outreach Coordinator Erin O'Connell will introduce some of the Center's new resident birds during this program on these fast-flying raptors. Meet an American Kestrel, Merlin (pictured at left) and Peregrine Falcon and learn about the falcons' amazing adaptations for survival.
Audubon Pollywogs- Winter Homes (Featured "Daddy & Me" Session!) 
Saturday, December 12th, 10-11 am 
This pre-K program for 3 & 4 year olds and a parent has been quite popular over the years and now it's back!  Join Environmental Education Intern Ashley Brant for a short nature lesson on winter homes, including a fun activity, craft, story and snack! Registration is required. Fee: $10 per parent/child pair ($3 each additional child.) Dads are encouraged to participate in this session!
Full list of Sharon Winter Events

Audubon Greenwich Events
Audubon’s Animal Ambassadors
Saturday, December 5th, 1:00-2:00 pm
Meet the non-human members of Audubon Greenwich’s teaching team. Take a close look at our snakes, turtles, frogs, and insects during this fun class with an Audubon naturalist. Space limited. Call the Store at 203-869-5272 x221 to sign up.
 
2009 HawkWatch Report
Wednesday, December 9th, 7:00-8:00 pm
The official 2009 Quaker Ridge Hawk Watcher, Luke Tiller, will present this year’s findings from our annual survey of raptors flying over our center. Several new records were set so come out to hear highlights from Luke’s first season counting with us at Audubon Greenwich. No RSVP required. Donations for Audubon accepted.
 
Greenwich Legislative Forum
Wednesday, December 16, 2009, 8:00-9:30 am
Greenwich Town Hall
Audubon invites you to the only forum in Greenwich that is focused solely on Environmental Priorities for 2010 Session of the Connecticut’s General Assembly. Don’t miss this special chance to hear from our elected officials on key environmental matters.  Questions are welcome and encouraged.  Free admission. RSVPs are appreciated: 203 869-5272 x239 or emailjcordulack@audubon.org
Full list of Greenwich Winter Events   

	

Local Bird Conservation News
110 Years & Counting: Audubon Prepares For 2009 Christmas Bird Count
Annual Count Yields Citizen Science Data Vital to Conservation
Audubon’s annual Christmas Bird Count (CBC), the longest running Citizen Science survey in the world, will take place between December 14, 2009 and January 5, 2010. From Alaska to Antarctica, tens of thousands of volunteers throughout the hemisphere will add a new layer to over a century of bird population information.
Scientist rely on this remarkably long-standing data set to better understand how birds and the environment are faring throughout North America and provide us with important early warning signs when there are trends of concern. Data from the CBC, Audubon’s signature Citizen Science program, are at the heart of numerous peer-reviewed scientific studies. CBC data informed the first U. S State of the Birds Report, issued earlier this year by the Department of the Interior in partnership Audubon and a dozen other conservation organizations. Audubon scientists analyzed 40 years of Christmas Bird Count data, and their findings provided new and powerful evidence that the effects of global climate change are already having an impact on our natural systems. Northward movement was detected among species from every habitat type, including more than 70 percent of highly adaptable forest and feeder birds.
The Christmas Bird Count began in 1900 when the founder of Bird-Lore (the precursor to Audubon magazine), Frank Chapman, suggested an alternative to the “side hunt,” an event in which teams competed to see who could shoot the most game, including birds. Chapman proposed that people “hunt” birds only to identify, count, and record them. Today, these ‘Binocular Brigades’ often brave winter’s chill, ice, and snow to record resident and wintering birds before spring migrants return.
CBC data not only help identify birds in most urgent need of conservation action; they reveal success stories. The Christmas Bird Count helped document the comeback of the previously endangered Bald Eagle and significant increases in waterfowl populations, both the result of conservation efforts. Counts are often multi-generational family or community traditions that provide the participants with fascinating stories about their bird observations, firsthand experience observing population trends, and pride in knowing that their efforts have made a difference in our collective knowledge of birds.  
“Everyone who takes part in the Christmas Birds Count plays a critical role in helping us focus attention and conservation where it is most needed.” said Audubon Chief Scientist, Dr. Tom Bancroft, “In addition to Audubon’s reports on the impacts of Climate Change on birds and our analysis of Common Birds in Decline, it is the foundation for Audubon’s WatchList, which identifies species in need of conservation help.”
“The Christmas Bird Count is all about the power of Citizen Science” says Geoff LeBaron, Audubon's Christmas Bird Count director. “Our theme is ’I Count’ because the work of tens of thousands of volunteers, extending one hundred and ten years, really adds up for the conservation of birds and our environment.”
 

The prestigious journal Nature printed an editorial citing CBC as a "model" for Citizen Science. Check this web page in November in order to apply www.audubon.org/bird/cbc/getinvolved.html
Local Christmas Bird Counts
Saturday, December 19, 2009: Hartford, New Haven, Storrs , Woodbury-Roxbury
Sunday, December 20, 2009: Greenwich-Stamford, Litchfield Hills, Oxford, Quinnipiac Valley, Salmon River , Westport
Sunday, December 27, 2009: Barkhamsted, Old Lyme-Saybrook , Stratford-Milford
Friday, January 1, 2010: Pawling (Hidden Valley), NY
Saturday, January 2, 2010: New London
Please see the Connecticut Ornithological Association’s website for full schedule and compiler contact information
Audubon Sharon
Christmas Bird Count & Potluck Supper
Sunday, December 13th, All Day
Admission: $2.50 participation fee

“Teams” of birders will be out all over the northwest corner and Dutchess County, NY, in search of our winter birds. After the day is through, we’ll gather at the Audubon Center for a filling meal and to collect our data from the day.  Guests are welcome to join a “team” of birders for as long as they wish, and in whatever area they wish.  To join a group of birder or for more information, contact the Audubon Center at (860) 364-0520.
Audubon Greenwich
Annual Christmas Bird Count
Sunday, December 20, All Day
Join one of the oldest ‘citizen science’ bird research projects in the world. Contact Brian O’Toole to join one of our field counting teams or, if you live in our 15-mile count circle, conduct a backyard bird count and add your report to the count. For a CBC bird count form or to join a counting team, contact Brian at 203-869-5272 x221. Count forms are on the home page of our website.


Join the Conservation Planning Process for the "Stratford Great Meadows" Important Bird Area:  Public Meetings Scheduled in Stratford and Bridgeport
Wednesday, December 9th at 7-9 PM (in Stratford)
& Tuesday, December 15th from 7-9 PM (in Bridgeport)
Audubon Connecticut is developing a Conservation Plan for the Stratford Great Meadows Important Bird Area (IBA), including Frash Pond, Long Beach West, and Pleasure Beach.   The IBA Conservation Plan will document the area’s natural resources, identify threats to these resources, and outline opportunities for management, research, and education.  The goal is to develop strategies that will help maintain the fragile natural resources of the area, while also allowing for improved public access.  Connecticut Audubon Society and Baystate Environmental Consultants have been retained to assist with development of the Plan.
An important part of the planning process is public input about from those who have an interest in the Great Meadows Refuge and adjacent lands such as Long Beach West and Pleasure Beach. Two public meetings are planned in December that will include a brief presentation about the area and its significance as an IBA, and also provide a forum for people to discuss ideas and suggestions for improving the Plan.   The meetings are free and open to any interested persons. Similar plans developed by Audubon Connecticut at other IBAs in Connecticut have helped local stakeholders carry out habitat improvements.   
 

Online Survey:  You can also provide input to the planning process via an online survey. The survey is can be found on the Audubon CT website: http://www.audubonct.org/BirdSci_GreatMeadowsIBA_Survey.html
Meeting Information:  December 9th: Connecticut Audubon Society offices (formerly the Remington Gun Club) at 1207 Prospect Drive, Stratford, CT.   For directions to the Stratford meeting site click here.
December 15th:  Bridgeport location still pending.  Info will be posted to this list once it is confirmed. In the interim, please contact Chris Field, IBA Coordinator at (203) 264-5098 x307 or cfield@audubon.org with questions or concerns.
About This IBA: The Stratford Great Meadows IBA includes the Stratford Great Meadow Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, Bridgeport’s Pleasure Beach, Stratford’s Long Beach, Fresh Pond, and additional areas.  These lands include salt marsh, coastal woodlands, grasslands, freshwater wetlands, and coastal shrubland.  The IBA lies along the Atlantic bird migration corridor and provides valuable breeding and migratory stopover habitat for many bird species that are of conservation concern.  Nearly 300 bird species have been recorded within the IBA area and it is among the most important nesting areas in the state for Piping Plovers, Least Terns and Clapper Rails.  Recognized by Audubon Connecticut as one of 27 Important Bird Areas in the state, the Stratford Great Meadows area offers tremendous opportunities for world-class wildlife watching, nature education, and outdoor recreation adjacent to Connecticut’s largest urban center in Bridgeport.
This effort was made possible by generous support from the Fairfield County Community Foundation, the Long Island Sound Futures Fund and the Jeniam Foundation.
For more information about this and other IBA programs, contact Chris Field, IBA Coordinator for Audubon Connecticut at (203) 264-5098 x307 or cfield@audubon.org.


Vegetation survey on Great Captains Island Completed: Study funded Through IBA Small Grants Program
[image: image5.jpg]


The Greenwich Conservation Commission recently completed the first two years of a long-term nest and vegetation monitoring project for the Great Captain’s Island heron rookery. The project was supported by an IBA Small Matching Grant awarded in 2008. Reseachers found that the dominant vegetation, and the primary nesting habitat for herons and egrets, is oriental bittersweet, an invasive vine. Other dominant species are white mulberry and sassafras. In the final report, the conservation commission recommends to hold off on eradicating oriental bittersweet, and to continue to monitor the vegetation to identify areas in which bittersweet can be controlled without negatively impacting the nesting herons and egrets.
 

Great Captains Island, Greenwich, Ct.  Pink lines represent areas where both great egret and black-crowned night heron nests were observed. Green and yellow lines indicate areas where only black-crowned night herons and snowy egret nests were observed, respectively.  Red points indicate plot locations.


Foundation Funds Project for the Birds
Audubon Connecticut’s science and policy team have been awarded a $75,000 grant by the Community Foundation for Greater New Haven to support the work of the Important Bird Areas (IBA) Program in the Greater New Haven area. This grant is funding a three year project to identify and protect key bird habitat in Greater New Haven. Patrick Comins, Director of Bird Conservation, and Chris Field, IBA Coordinator, will enlist and train hundreds of volunteers to conduct bird counts throughout the area. This data will be used to identify the key places (IBAs) that need protection to insure that they remain available for migrating and nesting birds. Once these places are identified, Audubon will enlist local stakeholders and

volunteers to develop, support and implement protection plans. This new bird count information will form the basis of the Breeding Bird Atlas and be added to www.ebird.org, one of the world’s largest databases of biodiversity records.

In addition to funding on-the-ground efforts, the grant will also support Audubon Connecticut’s public policy efforts to protect and preserve habitat in New Haven County.  Sandy Breslin, Director of Government Affairs, will be working with local, state and federal elected officials and agencies to secure support and funding for IBA initiatives, land conservation efforts and clean water projects. 

The resulting Breeding Bird Atlas will give Audubon scientists the information they need to make smart conservation decisions, allowing them to identify a new suite of Important Bird Areas. The information gathered will also be used to guide Audubon’s future public policy efforts.  In the words of Tom Baptist, Audubon Connecticut’s Executive Director: “We are very excited to begin this important project that will advance environmental protection in Greater New Haven, benefit birds and engage hundreds of volunteers. This is the first time in a number of years Audubon Connecticut will be able to focus on identifying new IBAs. The IBA designation, because of its scientific underpinnings, affords these places the highest ecological priority, giving momentum and traction to conservation efforts. We are deeply grateful to the Community Foundation of Greater New Haven for making this possible.”

To date, Audubon Connecticut has identified 27 IBAs statewide, three of which are globally significant. Learn more onlineand watch for new IBA announcements in coming years as Audubon’s work in Greater New Haven bears fruit.

 

More Information on Bird Conservation

	

Public Policy & Advocacy
Emergency Alert: Hands Off the Community Investment Act!
Critical Open Space and Farm Funding Under Attack
Please contact Your State Legislators Monday and Tuesday! Come to a Public Hearing December 9th!  Submit testimony in support of funding for this program!
Audubon Connecticut asks all supporters to participate in a GRASS ROOTS CALL IN (email also OK) to members of the CT General Assembly on Monday 12/7 & Tuesday 12/8 urging them to oppose the Governor's latest budget mitigation proposal to redirect $4.7 million from the Community Investment Account (CIA) into the General Fund.  The CIA generates critical funding for DEP's Open Space Matching Grants Program (the ONLY funding we were expecting this year), and for state programs for farmland, historic preservation and affordable housing.
Audubon also invites supporters to testify at a PUBLIC HEARING of the Appropriations Committee on Wednesday 12/9, 2:00 p.m., Room 2C of Legislative Office Bldg.  [See below for details. You do not have to write anything in order to testify, but if you cannot attend, but would like to submit testify, we can help!] 
PLEASE HELP - WE NEED EVERYONE TO TAKE ACTION on Monday or Tuesday.  The legislature will be meeting December 15th, and their leadership is meeting now, to determine whether to adopt the Governor’s proposals. If this CIA funding is diverted, it is very likely that future funds will be PERMANENTLY diverted, effectively ending the program.
Talking points, hearing details and contact info follow below.  As always, please feel free to contact Sandy Breslin atsbreslin@audubon.org or at (203) 264-5098 x302 or by cell at (203) 804-0488 if you have any questions or concerns!
Talking Points:
- The grant programs funded by the Community Investment Act create jobs and the types of communities that we need to attract and retain businesses and workers.
- CIA provides a critical match for town funds to help our communities respond to unique land opportunities in this real estate market. The slowdown in the real estate market gives towns the opportunities to acquire critical open space and farm lands, if they have the funds to make the purchases.
- The Community Investment Act is NOT funded by taxes, but by fees that property owners pay with the understanding that they will go towards these grant funds that help their communities protect open space, farmland, and historic neighborhoods, and build housing.
For a brochure on the CIA: http://www.ct.gov/doag/lib/doag/pdf/pa228printe dversion.pdf
You Can Call Or Email A Brief Message.  It does not need to be long - just state in the subject line and first sentence that you want them to support funding for the Community Investment Act.

December 9th Appropriations Hearing:
The Public Hearing will start at 2:00 PM. Get to the Legislative Office Building as early as you can to sign up (OPM Secretary Genuario will be testifying starting at 11:00) and watch the scene at the Capitol for a day! You can also contact Appropriations Committee staff directly for details about time for sign-up: 860-240-0390. Bring 50 copies of testimony to submit at time of sign-in. PLEASE NOTE: You DO NOT have to submit written testimony to testify.  Your testimony can be very brief - just get up and say you came all the way to Hartford because you think the Community Investment Act will help our communities and our economy.  If you are not able to attend the public hearing but would like to submit written testimony, just send it to Sandy Breslin at sbreslin@audubon.org no later than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday 12/8 and we will deliver copies on your behalf. 

CONTACT INFO:
Find Your Legislator: http://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/menu/CGAFindLeg.asp
House Democrats:  860-240-8500
House Republicans: 860-240-8700
Senate Democrats: 860-240-8600
Senate Republicans:  860-240-8800
 



Griswold Airport Campaign in Full Swing
Audubon’s science and policy team have been spending a lot of time in Madison lately as part of the campaign to permanently protect the Griswold Airport property.  The 42-acre parcel contains unique coastal resources and extensive frontage on the Hammonasset River and tidal marsh.  Approximately 200 people have attended two open houses at the site - one in the pouring rain.  Audubon has also participated in multiple meetings of the Board of Selectman, Board of Finance and Planning and Zoning Commission, as well as providing input into the development of three concept plans for the site. These plans, intended to give town residents an idea of what sort of uses the property can support, were presented at a Special Town Meeting on November 17th.  Director of Bird Conservation, Patrick Comins, spoke about the natural resource value of the Griswold Property at this meeting, which was broadcast town wide on Madison cable access TV.  Audubon has also been meeting weekly with advocates, elected officials and relevant agency staff regarding the effort.  A dedicated group of local volunteers that been working toward preservation of this property for many years has formed the core of the volunteer effort, but more help is needed leading up to the town vote on January 26th.  If you would like to join the effort to protect the Griswold Airport, please contact Sandy Breslin at sbreslin@audubon.org or Patrick Comins at pcomins@audubon.org.
More Information on Policy & Advocacy


Audubon at Home
 

Green Homes: High Efficiency Heating & Cooling Systems
Audubon Greenwich
Tuesday, December 15th, 7:00-9:30 pm
Do you want to improve the energy efficiency of your home, but your house isn’t suitable for an alternative energy system such as geothermal or solar? A range of options exist to make your conventional HVAC system more efficient and less costly to operate. Suggested donation: $10. Please RSVP to Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239.
 

Tip of the  Month: 
Reusable bags don't only have to be for grocery shopping.  Bring stylish bags holiday shopping and put multiple purchases in one bag.  When the cashier goes to grab that plastic or paper bag, just politely say that you don't need a bag since you brought your own.  You'll also end up carrying a lot fewer bags and won't have to deal with all those pesky plastic bags when you get home.
More Information on Audubon at Home


      If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org
Past newsletters are available at http://ct.audubon.org/news_Newsletters.html
Return to Top  
