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                                                                   Save the Date! 
What: Energy Savings for the Home
When: Tuesday, February 24th 

Where: Audubon Greenwich Kimberlin Nature Center

Time: 9:00 am - 11:30 am

More Information:  Take steps to energy independence by implementing efficiency, conservation, and clean energy strategies in your home.  http://greenwich.audubon.org/ or here for the series flyer.

 

What: The Future of Connecticut's Forests, a Yale Symposium 

When: Friday, February 27th 

Where: Kroon Hall, 195 Prospect St., New Haven, CT 06511 

Time: 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 

More Information:  A one-day symposium concerning the 5-year review of the Connecticut Statewide Forest Resource Plan, and how the plan can factor into the National Forest Resource Assessment.  

     Visit http://research.yale.edu/gisf/future_forests/index.htm or e-mail kristofer.covey@yale.edu 

 

What: COA Annual Meeting
When: Saturday, March 21st
Where: Middlesex Community Technical College 

More Information: Still to come

 

What: “Moving Toward a Toxic Free Community:  Going Beyond Pesticides with Jay Feldman.”
When: Tuesday, April 14, 2009

Where: Greenwich Garden Education Center

Time: 6:30pm Reception, 7:00pm lecture

More Information:  No charge, Please RSVP to the Garden Education Center at 203.869.9242

 

What: "Dancing with Nature" - Audubon Connecticut’s Environmental Leadership Award Dinner 
When: Thursday, May 14, 2009
Where: The Belle Haven Club, Greenwich, CT
More Information: Celebrating the Conservation Achievements of Congressman Christopher Shays.  See below for more information.



	

Our 2008 Annual Report is now available!  
 




 

Click the photo to view the full report. 
 

	
Guilford Citizens Vote to Protect Goss Property, in major conservation victory!
On January 27th, 2009 the citizens of Guilford overwhelmingly voted to acquire the 624-acre Goss property by a margin of 5:1.  The Town will now acquire the property and manage it as the East River Preserve.  
Hailing the victory as an important milestone for land conservation in Connecticut , Tom Baptist, executive director of Audubon Connecticut , the state organization of the National Audubon Society stated: “The overwhelming support for conserving the Goss Property sends a clear message about the importance Guilford residents place on protecting critical open spaces in their community. This is a victory for the citizens of Guilford , for the East River ecosystem, and for generations of Connecticut residents yet to come.” 
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This will create a remarkable corridor of protected open space within the East River watershed that includes Audubon CT's Guilford Salt Meadows Sanctuary, Guilford Land Conservation Trust properties, municipal lands and DEP's East River Wildlife Management Area - - a network of protected bird and wildlife habitat stretching from the tidal headwaters of the East River through it's remarkable tidal marsh system to Long Island Sound. In addition to adding substantially to the network of protected open space in the East River Watershed, the Goss Property also provides an important buffer for water quality in the River with no impervious surfaces or septic systems, but instead marshes, meadows and forest.  The parcel is strategically situated within the large, unfragmented forest landscape of the 'Cockaponset Triangle', which enhances its value to woodland species such as Wood Thrush and Scarlet Tanager and marks a keystone victory in efforts to preserve the large corridor of forested land.
Baptist continued, “In these difficult economic times, we hope that Governor Rell and our state lawmakers will take note of the fact that Connecticut residents have once again spoken in strong support of land conservation.“ Baptist cited recent votes in Stratford , Middlefield and Windsor Locks to support open space and farmland protection projects. “Investing in our natural resources pays dividends for generations to come in terms of clean water, quality of life, property values, and ongoing economic benefits from natural resource and wildlife-related recreation,” he concluded.
Baptist stressed that protection of the Goss Property had strong bi-partisan support from federal, state and local elected officials, the Town of Guilford, the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), and a coalition of environmental organizations including the Guilford Land Conservation Trust, the Menunkatuck Audubon Society, as well as Audubon Connecticut. Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro, State Senator Ed Meyer and State Representatives Pat Widlitz and Deb Heinrich, as well as First Selectman Carl Balesracci and Guilford’s Boards of Selectmen and Finance all worked closely with the partners to make sure that this success became a reality. 
Special kudos, however, to the people of Guilford for passing this measure even in these tough economic times!  
The Town will be assisted in the $15.5 purchase by a $3,000,000 grant from NOAA under their Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program (CELCP).  Audubon worked closely with the Connecticut DEP, Town and other partners to secure this federal funding.  We couldn't be more thrilled that we were able to help out on this project.
 

Take a virtual tour of the East River Preserve

	

Audubon Helps Protect Another Key Parcel in Guilford
The Connecticut DEP was awarded a Coastal Wetland Conservation Grant in the amount of $261,250 from the US Fish and Wildlife Service, which will allow for the acquisition of 48 acres of prime coastal habitat adjacent to the East River Marsh in Guilford.  The Soundvew Property, perhaps better known as the Guilford Sluice, was privately owned and at risk for development and will now be [image: image4.jpg]


permanently protected as part of the East River Marsh Wildlife Management Area.  Audubon worked closely with DEP Office of Long Island Sound Programs staff on this grant application and was able to bring several additional partners to the table to assist with efforts to protect this key parcel.  We also provided a small grant to the Town of Guilford to aid in this purchase.  Especially worth noting were the efforts of Guilford Land Conservation Trust, which is playing a critical role in the acquisition by acquiring it from the seller.  This will remove it from the real estate development market until DEP receives its grant award and can close on the property. The Guilford Land Conservation Trust is also contributing $25,000 towards the acquisition costs.

Protection of this property is essential to the health of the East River Marsh, which supports a globally significant population of nesting Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrows, a species classified as Globally Vulnerable to extinction by BirdLife International. In addition to the importance of this area to Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Sparrows, the marsh supports a wide variety of birds including foraging herons and egrets and migratory shorebirds and nesting Clapper Rail and Seaside Sparrow, both WatchList species.  The property provides a critical buffer to the marsh and will afford the opportunity for landward migration of the tidal marsh as sea-levels rise.  The property itself also provides important stopover habitat for migratory land birds. 

This project would not have been possible without the support of many partner organizations, including the above mentioned Connecticut DEP, Guilford Land Conservation Trust and Town of Guilford, as well as The Nature Conservancy, the Connecticut Ornithological Association, Connecticut Audubon Society, Connecticut Waterfowlers Association, Hartford Audubon Society, Connecticut Ornithological Association, New Haven Bird Club and the Menunkatuck Audubon Society.  Thanks also go to the Audubon donors who made our IBA small grants program possible, including the Jeniam Foundation.



	

Local Bird Conservation News 
Arctic Invasion
In previous issues we discussed the possibility of irruptions by northern species into our area this winter and reported on the beginning stages of such invasions.  Since that time the Arctic/Boreal invasion has continued and expanded. 

Siskins and Redpolls:
Often with impressive fall passage finch flights such as the one that occurred this year, the species involved do not stay for the winter.  Large numbers may be reported in migration but winter reports will be few and far between in Connecticut as the birds continue to points farther south.  This appeared to be the case with Pine Siskins, as the autumn flocks that passed overhead and visited our feeders and birch trees seemed to vanish after Thanksgiving.  Then suddenly with the snow and ice storms of early December reinforcements arrived and large numbers of siskins were reported visiting feeders all over the state, reports that have continued through January.  Common Redpolls, which are closely related to siskins and American Goldfinches have been less regular, but also were sighted sporadically in the late fall, and after a lull, have been reported with increasing frequency since late December.  Hopefully a larger wave will arrive in February, as is often the case with redpolls.  

Other Finches:

The White-winged Crossbill invasion has continued and expanded since our initial reports at the Bent of the River and in Audubon Greenwich.  We even received, rehabilitated and released a sick female White-winged Crossbill at Audubon Sharon. Eastern Hemlocks and other cone-bearing conifers are the best places to look and listen for these uncommon visitors to Connecticut.  There was even a report of a sizeable flock of Red Crossbills in SE Connecticut recently, a species that was not expected in our area this winter and there have been a few sporadic reports of Evening Grosbeaks visiting feeders….keep those thistle and sunflower feeders full.  Purple Finches seem to be few and far between, but are generally present here and there throughout the state in any given winter.

Raptors:
There continues to be excitement afoot with the ongoing invasion of Snowy Owls, with even some inland reports from time to time.  Keep your eyes out for these magnificent birds in large open areas that mimic their Arctic tundra habitat.  Additionally, [image: image5.png]


more than the usual number of Rough-legged Hawks have been reported, a species that is also found in large open areas such as grasslands, marshes or farm fields.  

Gulls:
Gulls don’t often come to mind when we think of visitors from the north, but examination of winter concentrations of gulls can be rewarding.  This year appears to be a good one for this needle in a haystack hunt.  Several Glaucous and Iceland Gulls have been found amongst the gull flocks at landfills, dams and coastal locations this winter, including this first winter Glaucous Gulls that has been present at Long Beach in Stratford.  There has even been a mini invasion of the very rare Ivory Gull into the northeast, with up to 30 individuals present in Newfoundland and two adult Ivory Gulls present simultaneously in Gloucester and Plymouth, Massachusetts.   Let’s hope someone finds one in Connecticut!

 GlaucousGull
 

For additional details on this Arctic invasion
 

	White-Winged Crossbill Rehab and Release
by Erin O'Connell, Wildlife Rehabilitation & Outreach Coordinator

On December 15th 2008 a female White-winged Crossbill was admitted into the Sharon Audubon Center’s Wildlife Rehabilitation Clinic.  A concerned citizen from Sheffield, Massachusetts had found the bird grounded and blowing around in the high winds of that day.  She knew the bird was in trouble and when picked up she noticed the birds’ beak was not “normal”.  She and her husband consulted one of their field guides for identification and found that the bird did not have a beak deformity as initially suspected, but was in fact a White-winged Crossbill.  

 

Upon arrival to the clinic, the standard body check revealed there were no obvious fractures, she had loose stool and was underweight.  When monitored in the enclosure the bird was unsteady, could not perch and constantly had her feathers fluffed up.  A direct fecal smear was done and it revealed nothing.  A fecal sample and cloacal swab were taken to be sent out for culture.

 

While we waited for the results of the culture to come back, the bird was started on a broad spectrum antibiotic. Fortunately, what the bird did have going for it was her appetite.  Her rehab diet consisted hemlock and spruce cones, sunflower, millet and thistle seeds, crushed rolled oats, minced grapes and berries, grated carrot, mealworms and grit.  Within 7 days the Crossbill had responded to the antibiotic therapy, was active once again, climbing around the cut conifer branches that lined her enclosure.  After a few more days in the rehabilitation clinic the bird was ready for release. With an audience consisting of the couple who initially rescued her, staff and volunteers, she was released on Christmas day at Audubon Sharon where Crossbills had been heard.  She flew away beautifully, heading straight toward a stand of Hemlock trees.

The fecal culture results came back after the bird was released and unfortunately did not shed any light as to what was actually ailing her.

More Information of Audubon Sharon
 

	Chris Field to speak at COA Annual Meeting, March 21st on Breeding Bird Atlases as Conservation Tools
 

Among the speakers for the Connecticut Ornithological Association’s Annual Meeting will be Chris Field, Audubon Connecticut’s IBA Coordinator.  Chris will talk about the history of Breeding Bird Atlases, traditional and new methods of creating atlases, and how they can be used as powerful conservation tools. He will also talk about the future of Connecticut’s second-generation breeding bird atlas, and how it will be shaped by advances in technology like GIS software and birding tools (e.g eBird).  COA Annual Meeting will be held Saturday, March 21, 2009 at Middlesex Community College,
Middletown, CT. 
More Information on COA


	
"Dancing with Nature"
Audubon Connecticut ’s Environmental Leadership Award Dinner 
Celebrating the Conservation Achievements of Congressman Christopher Shays 
On May 14th, Christopher Shays will receive the 2009 Audubon Connecticut Lifetime Conservation Achievement Award. In Connecticut , Shays has a well-known history of commitment to the environment and achieved a series of conservation successes while in office. He worked hard to preserve land for the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, an important system of protected areas named in memory of the much-admired Congressman he succeeded. He also secured the final installments of Land and Water Conservation Fund appropriations for the Great Meadows Salt Marsh in Stratford and Calves Island in Greenwich. Nationally, he cosponsored a number of bills to protect wilderness areas. 
In recognition of these efforts, as well as so many others Congressman Shays undertook on behalf of our environment, Audubon Connecticut will award him its 2009 Environmental Leadership Award. 
During his 21 years in Congress Rep. Shays was one of the most consistent voices for protecting the environment generally and the oceans in particular. Rep. Shays was an original cosponsor of the Ocean Conservation, Education and National Strategy Act for the 21st Century ("Oceans 21"), as well as H.R. 1907 (Coastal and Estuarine Land Protection Act).
Throughout his career, Congressman Shays demonstrated a strong commitment to protecting and preserving Connecticut ’s, and the nation’s, environment. He co-chaired the House Oceans Caucus, House Coastal Caucus, and Long Island Sound Caucus. "I believe protecting and preserving our environment is one of the most important duties Congress has," explained Shays. "We simply won't have a world to live in if we continue our neglectful ways."
Long Island Sound: 

The Long Island Sound is a source of livelihood, nourishment, and recreation for many in our region. Pollution of the Sound is a major problem because approximately 10% of the American population lives within its watershed. It is one of the most populated, visited, and traveled areas of the country. The Sound contributes over $5 billion annually to the regional economy. For all these reasons, Christopher Shays believes it is critical that we treat it well. 
Rep. Shays played a key leadership role in introducing and gaining passage of The Long Island Sound Study Act to advance the goals of the LIS Stewardship Initiative by authorizing $40 million for land conservation along the shores of the Sound. This legislation would authorize $40 million to protect and preserve areas along the Sound's shorelines with significant ecological, recreational, or educational value. It will aid conservation groups from Connecticut and New York as they continue their work to preserve open space, increase access to the Sound, and identify and protect coastal areas along both shorelines of this precious estuary.
Locally, Chris Shays was instrumental in securing the inclusion of Calves Island, a 28.8 acre island located directly south of Byram Harbor in Greenwich , in the Stewart B. McKinney Wildlife Refuge. 
Audubon Connecticut leads the Campaign to Restore the Sound. Originating in Canada, the Sound’s watershed covers 16,820 square miles in six states. It contributes an estimated $5.5 billion annually to the regional economy and is home to 10% of the U.S. population (28 million people), all located within 50 miles of its shores. Unfortunately, today the ecological health of the Sound is at a critical crossroads and that is why the Long Island Sound Campaign has become one of Audubon’s top national priorities. 

Despite the best efforts of many, the Sound’s waters are still degraded by pollution and threatened by overdevelopment. Hypoxia robs the Sound of precious oxygen and continues to render a significant portion of the western Sound lifeless each summer. But, if we act now, we can reverse this trend and restore the Sound.

Connecticut:
Shays fought for Connecticut’s health, introducing the Clean Water Protection Act, cosponsoring the Clean Smokestacks Act, and leading efforts to clean up and protect Long Island Sound.  
National:
Shays worked on legislation to continue or expand protection of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, Yellowstone National Park, and the Northern Rockies ecosystem. He sponsored creative legislation to reclaim large federal tracts through the Voluntary Grazing Permit Buyout Act. He is an original cosponsor of The Fresh Air Quality Act, the Climate Stewardship Act, and the Clean Cruise Ships Act. Chris was a co-chair of the Congressional Green Scissors Caucus, a group of Members of Congress working together to identify and eliminate wasteful, environmentally-harmful projects.
Energy:
Congressman Shays reintroduced the Energy for Our Future Act with Congressman Maurice Hinchey. It would set high fuel efficiency standards to save consumers money at the pump, increase funding for renewable energy sources, and cut hand outs to oil companies.  As an original sponsor of a bill to increase energy efficiency, Shays had worked to reduce energy costs for consumers.  He was central to bipartisan efforts to minimize the effects of global warming.  
The Committee is in formation and already includes local luminaries such as Allison & Frederic A. Bourke, III, Eunice & Robert Burnett, Suzanne & Ramsey Frank, Anne & Peter Getz, Robert Getz, Allison & Warren Kanders, Joni & Kevin Kimberlin, Michael Kovner & Jean Doyen de Montaillou, Natalie & Malcolm Pray, Cristine & Kellian Robinson, Susan & Marko Sonnenberg, Lynne Wheat, Jessica & Basil Zirinis.

Audubon wishes to raise more than $500,000 for the Long Island Sound policy, conservation, and education programs coordinated by the National Audubon Society. These projects are carried out locally by Audubon Connecticut and Audubon Greenwich. 

	

Public Policy & Advocacy 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Priorities
 
Audubon Connecticut nominated acquisitions at both National Wildlife Refuges in Connecticut to National Audubon Society's LWCF priority list.  This will enable Audubon’s national policy office in DC to assist us in securing FY10 funding for these projects. In developing the nominations, we worked with partners including the Friends of Silvio O. Conte NWR, The Trust for Public Land, The Nature Conservancy, the Potapaug Audubon Society and others to identify several projects in 4 states. Long Beach West in Stratford was nominated for $11,000,000 in funding, which would allow for the inclusion of this critical beach strand property in the Stewart B. McKinney NWR.  Two parcels at the mouth of the Salmon River in Lyme, along with key grassland habitat in Massachusetts and forested parcels in Vermont and New Hampshire were included in our priority list for the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge, for a total request of $6,435,000 that would add 708 acres to this Refuge.  The Conte Refuge corresponds to the 7,200,000-acre Connecticut River Watershed.  Stay tuned for details on how you can help with this process by contacting our federal legislative representatives. 

 

More Information on Public Policy & Advocacy

	
Audubon at Home
Check our calendar for upcoming Audubon at Home events:
· The Green Homes Lecture series continues: February 24th  “Energy Savings for the Home”, March 24th “Indoor Environmental Quality” and April 22nd “Building and Re-Building a Green  Home”. Come to hear an impressive panel of experts present a wealth of information and resources. 
· On  February 26th   we are hosting an Organic Lawn & Turf Workshop for professionals. Would you like a beautiful lawn that is free from chemicals and safe for children and pets? Send your lawn contractor to this workshop. 
For more information or to RSVP for either of these programs, contact Liz Lane at elane@audubon.org or 203-869-5272 x229
Tip of the Month: Try to avoid or reduce the use or salt on paths, driveways and roads. Salt is harmful to pets and wildlife, and the runoff damages plant and aquatic life in streams, ponds and rivers and Long Island Sound.  Shovel and use sand where possible. 
More Information on Audubon at Home  


 Back to Top                     

If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org 
