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Audubon’s Environmental Leadership Dinner is just around the corner! This event, scheduled for Thursday, April 29th at the Belle Haven Club in Greenwich, is sure to be a very special event as we toast Connecticut’s environmental leaders.  We hope you will be able to join us for what will truly be a fantastic evening!
 
All proceeds will benefit Audubon’s efforts to protect and preserve the Long Island Sound through our Centers, education, conservation, and policy programs.  To learn more information about the event and how to purchase tickets, please click here. 


 Save the Date!
 

Highlands Forest Ecosystem Health Monitoring Project
Tuesday, March 16, 2010 , 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
White Memorial Conservation Center Carriage House
Scientists from CT Agricultural Experiment Station, Yale F&ES, Audubon Connecticut , and UCONN will present their research in the Bantam and Shepaug watersheds exploring how to measure and monitor forest health.  Although forests cover nearly 70% of CT, we are beginning to learn how to assess the health of these resources.  This project will be coming to a watershed near you, so come see how you can help these nationally renowned scientists with their work.
 

Smart Growth Conference: Old Challenges, New Opportunities
March 18, 2010, 2:00-8:00PM
G. Fox Building, 950-960 Main Street, Hartford
The 2010 Smart Growth Conference is sponsored by 1000 Friends of Connecticut.  This year’s conference features Rick Gustafson, Founder of Portland Streetcar, Inc., as the featured afternoon speaker and David Owen, author of Green Metropolis, as the dinner keynote speaker. Tickets range from $50 to $75. For more information go tohttp://www.1000friends-ct.org/events/1000Friends-conference.pdf or call Kirsten Griebel at 860-523-0003.
 
Support Songbird Rehabilitation
The Mount Vernon Songbird Sanctuary, formerly known as Recovery Wing, is hosting its 5th Annual Fundraising Dinner and Auctions on Sunday, March 28, 2010 from 1-5 PM at Aqua Turf in Southington. Tax-deductible tickets are $55 per person and proceeds benefit the organization, which works to conserve migratory songbirds through education, rehabilitation, and habitat preservation. The Sanctuary focuses its efforts on insectivores with the greatest conservation needs such as warblers, flycatchers, chimney swifts and all swallow species. We also care for woodpeckers, hummingbirds, waxwings, grosbeaks, orioles, tanagers, kingfishers, woodcock, snipe and killdeer.
 
For more information, go to http://www.therecoverywing.org/fundraiserandevents.html or call 860.276.8433.
Dedicated to the conservation of migratory songbirds through education. 


Visit us on Facebook
Audubon Connecticut now has a fan page on Facebook. Please stop by and become a fan and learn about the work we are doing to connect people with nature and to preserve and restore habitats for birds and other wildlife in Connecticut.
 
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Audubon-Connecticut/386070074417?ref=ts

	

Local Bird Conservation News
 

Conte Refuge included in President’s Land and Water Conservation Fund for $6M
On February 1, 2010, President Obama made public his budget request for fiscal year (FY) 2011 appropriations for the Department of the Interior, including the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (FWS) National Wildlife Refuge System (NWRS). Congress will begin hearings on the president’s budget in the next weeks.  Included in the President’s budget request is $6,000,000 in funding to acquire land in the Connecticut River Watershed for the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge.  This is among the highest proposed funding levels in the Department of the Interior budget, second nationally only to the Rocky Mountain Front Conservation Area. 
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Click here to read the full article
 
You can find the Friends of Conte and photos of the above mentioned places on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=291583955534&ref=search&sid=730539479.1329058522..1
 
To see what the President says about the Conte, click here:
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=3372603&l=f3e7600e43&id=730539479


Conte and McKinney Refuge Land Acquisition Funding a top Priority for Audubon’s DC Policy Office
In January we nominated the Conte and McKinney Refuges to Audubon’s priority list for land acquisition funding through the Land and Water Conservation Fund.  We learned this week that our nomination was successful and that this funding will be a top priority for Audubon’s DC Policy Office.  The requests will be $6M for the Conte Refuge (for the 4 state region) and $2M for the McKinney Refuge.   Stay tuned to future newsletter issues for opportunities to help us secure this funding to protect critical habitats on Long Island Sound and the Connecticut River Watershed.
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Demolition and Restoration Work Begins on Long Beach in Stratford
The site work began on March 2nd to prepare the site for the removal of the remaining 37 cottages on Long Beach West inStratford.  Work will be suspended as of March 15th because of the return of Piping Plovers, a federally threatened species that nests on Long Beach and will resume in the fall after the birds have departed.  Long Beach is part of the Stratford Great Meadows/Long Beach/Pleasure Beach Important Bird Area and provides important nesting habitat for Piping Plovers, Least Terns and American Oystercatchers.  The removal of the dilapidated cottages will improve the wildlife habitat, remove a major source of debris for the Great Meadows marsh and improve public safety and access to Long Beach.  This barrier beach restoration project is the result of a strong private-public partnership that includes the support of the Town of Stratford; the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection; the US Fish and Wildlife Service, Coastal Program; the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation; the Trust for Public Land; and Audubon Connecticut.  Audubon had identified this project as a priority for funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.
See article in CT Post:  http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Long-Beach-road-work-gets-under-way-389525.php#page-1

Great Backyard Bird Count Wrap-up
This year’s Great Backyard Bird Count was a tremendous success.  Last year’s record count of 141 species was tied this year and nearly 2,000 checklists were submitted, a new record level of participation.
Highlights of the count include:  20 Common Eiders, a Harlequin Duck in Farmington, an Eared Grebe in Stratford, a Black-crowned Night-Heron, 5 Osprey, three reports of Golden Eagles, which could have represented the same bird moving up and down the Connecticut River, a ‘western’ Willet in Stratford, 2 Wilson's Snipe, 8 American Woodcock, Glaucous, Iceland and Lesser Black-backed Gulls, Long-eared Owls and Northern Saw-Whet Owl, 3 Red-headed Woodpeckers, a Northern Shrike, an Orange-crowned Warbler in Stratford, 2 Vesper Sparrows, Eastern Meadowlark, one Baltimore Oriole and a Common Redpoll.
Pine Siskins were way down from last year's record count of 5,920 with 46 reported on 16 checklists. 
Thank you to all who helped to make this year's GBBC great.
Go to GBBC website to see full CT resultsMore Information on Bird Conservation

	

Public Policy & Advocacy
HELP NEEDED: Core Environmental Protections Under Attack at State Capitol
Mistakenly pitting a healthy economy against a healthy environment, pro-business advocates are promoting a wide range of proposals this Session to weaken, remove, slow down or otherwise evade environmental regulation. Legislation has been proposed in the Environment, Commerce, Planning and Development and other Committees. Governor Rell has proposed Executive Order 39 creating a Task Force (without significant environmental representation) to streamline the state’s regulatory process. You can read the order here: http://www.ct.gov/governorrell/cwp/view.asp?A=1719&Q=455610 
Audubon public policy colleagues in New York and Florida report similar assaults underway at their State Capitols. To keep you informed about these bad bills and proposal, join Audubon’s Advocacy Network at: AudubonActCT-subscribe@yahoogroups.com or contact Sandy Breslin at sbreslin@audubon.org or (203) 264-5098 x302 for details. More than ever, we need your help this year!


Green Jobs Coalition Hosts Press Conference
Green Jobs took center stage at State Capitol with a focus on building Connecticut’s economic and environmental future. Audubon Connecticut joined legislative leaders, clean energy businesses, workforce development representatives, construction industry representatives, and other environmental advocates March 3rd at a press event to support legislation designed to create jobs in the state’s “green” business sectors.  The Green Jobs Coalition is a group of 14 organizations united by the common agenda of sharpening Connecticut’s economic edge through investments in energy efficiency and renewable energy, expanded mass transit, water infrastructure upgrades, habitat restoration, and workforce training.
The Coalition wants to put people back to work, take better advantage of federal stimulus funds and grow Connecticut’s clean energy businesses, focusing on five main areas that connect the dots between protecting the environment and growing the economy by investing in: energy efficiency and renewable energy; a 21st  Century transit system; upgrading decaying sewage treatment plants; restoring habitats, remediating brownfields, and adopting policies that support sustainable forestry and agriculture; research and development, education and workforce training.  All aspects of the proposal are intended to create immediate jobs, clean our air and water, and promote high quality of life and long term economic competitiveness.
Click here to read the full article and view Green Jobs Proposal


We’re Wild About State Wildlife Grants
Director of Governmental Affairs, Sandy Breslin, joined state agency representatives and advocates from around the nation on Capitol Hill February 23-25th for the Annual Teaming with Wildlife (TWW) Lobby Days. Audubon Connecticut is the state leader in this effort to secure funding for the State Wildlife Grants program that brings an average of $600,000 in federal funding for non-game wildlife to the Connecticut DEP each year.  More than 6,000 organizations from around the nation are part of the TWW coalition. State Wildlife Grant funding constitutes the only dedicated source of funding for non-game wildlife programs available to DEP. Projects benefit a range of species and habitats throughout the state including bats, birds, turtles, snakes and insects. Connecticut’s Wildlife Conservation License Plate was created to help raise the required state match for this important source of federal funding.
Joined by DEP supervising biologist, Jenny Dickson, who provided information about Connecticut’s wildlife programs, Audubon met with delegation staff to seek support for an appropriation of $100 million for the State Wildlife Grants program, up from the $90 million received last year.  Audubon is in the process getting the entire Congressional delegation signed on in support of this request, and we’ll keep you posted as the appropriations process unfolds.
Please visit the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition website if your Chapter or local conservation organization would like to join


Long Island Sound Legislation
Long Island Sound is currently the focus of intense work on two fronts: (1) the annual appropriations effort to secure funding for the programs of the EPA Long Island Sound Study, the main source of funding for water quality and habitat improvement in the Sound; and (2) reauthorization of the federal Long Island Sound Restoration Act (LISRA), including a revision that will merge the Long Island Sound Stewardship Act into the Restoration Act, thereby strengthening and streamlining the appropriations process for the Sound.  This legislation must be reauthorized every five years.
Audubon Connecticut staff is working closely with House and Senate members on both efforts, and recently joined Audubon New York and National policy staff in DC to meet with representatives of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee regarding the reauthorization.  Last year, Audubon and allies were successful in advocating for $7 million in federal funding for Long Island Sound restoration and stewardship, an increase of $4 million above the $3 million level received the previous year.  Audubon Connecticut also co-chairs the Policy and Advocacy Committee of the Long Island Sound Study Citizens Advisory Committee, which is working to coordinate and mobilize support for both the appropriation and reauthorization.


Long Island Sound Futures Fund Available!
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation has just released its RFP for the Long Island Sound Futures Fund.  This program provides both large and small grants to support projects around the Sound. Take a look and see if your project might be eligible: http://www.nfwf.org/AM/Template.cfm?Section=Charter_Programs_List&Template=/TaggedPage/TaggedPageDisplay.cfm&TPLID=60&ContentID=14906


Route 7 Public Meeting
South Western Regional Planning Agency (SWRPA) along with the Housatonic Valley Council of Elected Officials (HVCEO) is conducting a transportation and land use study of Route 7 between Norwalk and Danbury .
 

The first of three public information meetings was held March 1, 2010 to present and discuss the study scope, status, vision for the corridor, and to review existing transportation and land use conditions. Dates for the upcoming meetings have yet to be announced, but you can learn more about the study and sign up for notice of the meetings at the study web site: http://www.route7study.org/
 

Additional information is also available at the SWRPA website: http://www.swrpa.org/Default.aspx?Transport=217 andhttp://www.swrpa.org/Default.aspx?Calendar=189
More Information on Policy & Advocacy

	

Bent of the River
Cheers for Chocolate!
Bent of the River’s “Chocolate Underground” was a sweet success! The evening created a Central American vibe that whisked the attendees away from the doldrums of the winter blues to the tropics of Belize.  Thanks to the rhythmic drum beats of Femina Melodia, the tropical tone of whimsy and fun was set for the evening as attendees walked down the stairs of the Heritage Hotel and entered Chocolate Underground.
A big thank you to all those who so generously donated to the Bent of the River and came out to partake in the merriment and fundraising for the night!!! 
The food was generously provided by New Morning Natural and Organic Executive Chef of the Provender, Carol Byer-Alcorace and was out of this world delicious! Mouths were watering as delectable hors d’hoeuvres were passed around the reception room while guests visited with Sharon Audubon’s birds and learned about Audubon at Home through displays and discussions.

Dinner and dessert brought the crowd to an uproarious applause for its savory and sweet splendor. Chef Carol’s feast blended the flavors of Belize and Chocolate into a perfect symphony of flavors.  This year we were delighted to have Laurie Buckle, the editor for Fine Cooking Magazine as our Mistress of Ceremonies, who did a spectacular job of bringing the evening together. A big thank you to White Silo Winery for coming to our event and sharing their luscious fruit wines. A big thank you to Hopkins Vineyard and Bishop’s Orchards Winery for their generous wine donations as well for the evening’s festivities. And the night would not have been complete without Coffee, Tea, Etc’s fair trade coffee on hand with dessert.
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Photo by Kim Bouton of New Morning Natural and Organic
Hats off to the dedicated staff at the Heritage Hotel, the volunteers from Bent of the River, and New Morning for making this event ebb and flow from beginning to end!


Wildflower Meadow Gets a Facelift!
Bent of the River Habitat Manager, Jim Drennan, has been working diligently to give the Bent of the River’s Medici Wildflower Meadow even more pizzazz. While the North Meadow has always been the show stopping entrance to the Bent of the River, we have been looking to make the native wildflowers even more diverse. Plant diversity will increase insect and bird diversity and be even more beautiful to visitors.
This past late summer, portions of the meadow were plowed up and re-seeded with a specially designed seed mix including: Big and little bluestem and Indian grasses. Flowers included New England Asters, Partridge pea, Showy Tick Trefoil, Spotted Joe Pye Weed, Ox Eye Sunflower and Wild Bergamot among a number of others.  These seeds were then added to in the past few weeks with seeds that were gathered by our GE Volunteers from our own meadows in the early fall. The seeds were conditioned and separated by staff and volunteers who spread them in the meadow just prior to a snowfall. Perfect timing to settle them into the ground.
We anxiously await the spring’s warmth and rain to show off the newly planted meadow. Additionally, this spring will see the construction of the Bent of the River Universal Access Trail that will wind through the meadow. Once the trail is completed with signage and a tap rail all will be able to enjoy and learn.
Many thanks to the Medici family and friends for continuing to support this project. The work in the meadow was also supported by an NRCS Wildlife Habitat Improvement Program grant in 2009.


Bent of the River Upcoming Events
“Timberdoodling”
Saturday, March 27th, 6:45-7:15pm
Come observe one of North America’s most intriguing mating displays as the male American Woodcock struts, peents, flies, and whistles his way into the female’s favor. Past walks have proven very successful in witnessing this impressive display. In addition, we are also likely to hear the classic “who cooks for you, who cooks for you all” call from our resident Barred Owls, all with a background symphony of Spring peepers. This is a very popular program and registration is limited so call soon. To register, please call Ken Elkins at (203)264-5098 ext.308 or e-mail him at kelkins@audubon.org . Cost is $5 for members and $8 for non-members.
Earth Week Explorations, April 20th – 22nd
Age: Kids in grades 1-4 & grades 5-8
9:00 am to 12 noon
Kids are out of school for the week! What to do, what to do? The Audubon Center at Bent of the River’s is celebrating the 40th anniversary of Earth Day with special explorations all week.  Join us for a fun morning of nature lessons, games, and hikes around the Center. Children are invited to attend one, two or all three days. Space is limited and filled on a first come, first served basis. Please call Ken at 203-264-5098 x308 to register your child(ren). Cost: $25 per child per day
Tuesday, April 20th-  Frogs, Salamanders, & Toads, Oh My!
Wednesday, April 21st- Creepy Crawlies
Thursday, April 22nd- Bird’s the Word
More Information on Bent of the River

 Audubon Greenwich Events
All about the Hog Island Camp in Maine
Sunday, March 21st, 2:30-3:30 pm
Hog Island is a 330-acre wildlife sanctuary frequented by Blackburnian warblers, flying squirrels, harbor seals, and Atlantic puffins.  Join “Puffin Pete” Salmansohn from National Audubon Society’s “Project Puffin” and Ted Gilman of Audubon Greenwich, to learn about the wonderful programs on this magical island on the coast of Maine. 
Green Homes & Building Series, AIR: Safe Caulks, Paints, Fabrics and Cabinetry
Tuesday, March 23rd, 7:00-9:00 pm
A chemical-free home & work space is important to our health since that is where we spend a majority of our time. Come learn about the safest products from experts who use them daily. Teens are free. $10 suggested donation for adults.
Organic Lawn Class with Chip Osborne: For Professional Landscapers
Thursday, March 25th, 8:30-11:30 am
An ideal class for landscapers who want to maintain lawns without dangerous and costly lawn care chemicals. Ample time for questions will follow the course. This class will qualify for NYDEC, CTDEP, and NOFA education credit.
Organic Land Care Workshop by CT NOFA
Sunday, March 28th, 1:45-3:15 pm
Save money and the environment at the same time. An illustrated workshop offered at no cost by the Organic Land Care Program, a project of the Northeast Organic Farming Association of Connecticut, (CT NOFA). Ideal for homeowners seeking information on organic lawn and landscaping methods. The session includes time for questions and will be led by John Tycz, owner of Go Organic LLC. – a NOFA-accredited business serving Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island. No Charge or RSVP required. Donations to Audubon accepted in the Store.
Full list of Greenwich Winter Events 
	

	
Audubon Sharon Events
Extending the Growing Season & Seed Starting
March 13, Saturday, 1:00 pm
We will cover different types of cold frames, cloches, row covers and hot beds. Learn how to get a jump start on the growing season and seed starting.  We will be making some of our own simple homemade cloches and planting up seeds for each person to take home in their own seed starting kit. Pre-registration is highly recommended. Please call the Center to sign up.
Maplefest!
March 20, Saturday 10:00 am-4:00 pm
Fee: $5.00 adults, $3.00 children
Join us for our open house of the Center's sugaring operation.  Guided tours (approx. 45 minutes long) take place between 10am and 4pm. Attendees will learn how sap is collected from the trees, take a stop in the sugarhouse to smell the seet aroma of fresh maple syrup boiling in the evaporator, and discover Native American and Early Colonial methods of making maple sugar.  The Center's fresh maple syrup will be available for purchase in the Nature Store while supplies last.
The Egg Event
April 3, Saturday, 2:00 pm
It’s all about eggs!  Learn how chicks grow inside an egg, why eggs come in different shapes, sizes and colors, decorate an egg to take home, and participate in a small egg hunt on the front lawn. Registration is required. Appropriate for children ages 3-6.
Full list of Sharon Winter Events


      If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org
Past newsletters are available at http://ct.audubon.org/news_Newsletters.html
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