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Audubon Greenwich 
TogetherGreen Volunteer Days
In 2008, Audubon launched a dynamic and innovative program funded by Toyota called TogetherGreen.  TogetherGreen encourages people to “act today to shape tomorrow” by providing inspiration, leadership, and opportunities that help people to take action at home and in their communities to improve and protect our environment (for more information, please see www.togethergreen.org). 
Audubon Greenwich received a TogetherGreen Volunteer Days grant, and since October has successfully completed five of the six required Volunteer Days.  We have partnered with many groups to recruit participants, including Whole Foods of Greenwich, Outward Bound, and the Brunswick School, as well as relied upon many of our “tried and true” volunteers. Over the course of the year, we have welcomed more than 160 people of all ages and from all walks of life, including 63 first-time Audubon volunteers.  Everyone has pitched in with enthusiasm, skill, and a sense of fun to help us complete some much-needed land stewardship at our Center and Fairchild Sanctuary.  Projects have included removing non-native invasive plant species that threaten the native plant species upon which insects, birds, and other wildlife depend;  removing fallen trees blocking trails and damaging kiosks; repairing trails and trail way-finding; and improving Indian Spring Pond by clearing out overgrowth and installing new boardwalks.  Our last Volunteer Day is May 16th when we are joined by members of the Yale Club for a day of community service at the main sanctuary.  Many thanks to Brian O’Toole for taking the lead on our TogetherGreen events, and to all our volunteers who help us make Audubon Greenwich the best it can be. 
Audubon Greenwich Celebrates International Migratory Bird Day
On Saturday, May 9th, two superstars of bird conservation joined the staff, volunteers, and visitors at Audubon Greenwich to celebrate International Migratory Bird Day. International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD) is a yearly event that focuses attention on one of the most important and spectacular events in the life of a migratory bird—its journey between its summer and winter homes. Each year Audubon starts off the day with a Bird Breakfast, one of our longest-running traditions.  After an early morning session of birding, more than 45 dedicated birders joined us in the Red Barn for a rustic, staff-made pancake and egg breakfast and wrap-up of the morning’s sitings.  Highlights of the day include Cedar Waxwing, Chestnut-sided Warbler, Warbling Vireo, and Black-throated Green Warbler.

Following the feast, we welcomed Bridget Stutchbury, a noted ornithologist and a professor of biology at York University in Toronto, who is the author of “Silence of the Songbirds.”  Her talk was a galvanizing look at the threats posed to the world’s songbirds and a call to arms for conservation of these mighty migrants.  Ms. Stutchbury highlighted the many ways that choices that we make in our daily lives—from the coffee we drink to the paper products we buy—have a profound impact on birds and their habitat. 

Later that day, the legendary David Sibley—author, artist, and internationally renowned bird conservationist—spoke to a standing-room only crowd of people eager to hear his thoughts on bird identification and conservation. His fascinating talk concluded with a lively Q&A session among the audience, and provided much food for thought about how we can all live more sustainably in our daily lives.   As a person known to every birder who has ever picked up a Sibley Guide, it was a thrill to welcome David to Audubon Greenwich.  

 
Sign Up for Summer Camp
Does your child love bugs, tadpoles, and birds?  Then enroll your budding naturalist in a week (or more!) of summer camp at Audubon Greenwich!  Audubon’s beautiful and diverse 290-acre sanctuary is an ideal location to explore nature through hikes, art, games, and much more.  Children ages 5 to 16 will learn about the world around them through hands-on investigation and exploration. Led by our experienced education staff, campers spend their days outside investigating the many different habitats present in our local area, while older children range further afield on trips to forests, rivers, and coastal areas. A summer of outdoor fun and learning is waiting for your child.  For more information about our camp program, please see our website at http://greenwich.audubon.org/Programs_NatureCamps.html, or contact Camp Director Lindsey DeVito at 203.869.5272, x.235 or ldevito@audubon.org.
 
Nature Store
The Audubon Greenwich Nature Store is now fully stocked for the busy Spring and Summer season, with new feeders, nesting material, seed, and a wide range of other backyard bird supplies.  Contact Store Manager Brian O’Toole for tips on how to attract a variety of birds to your feeders, or advice on the best field guide, reference, or binoculars.  Remember, your purchases help support the work of Audubon!
 
Upcoming Events
Bird-A-thon, Saturday, May 16th, at Audubon Greenwich
Join us on May 16th for Bird-A-Thon, the uniquely Audubon way to celebrate the importance of birds while raising funds for Audubon's education and conservation programs. Over 100,000 individual sponsors and 30,000 volunteers participate in over 300 communities across the county in this event and you can too!
Here’s how a Bird-A-Thon works: people count birds and collect pledges from sponsors based on the number of species they see in a one day period, with pledges ranging from 25¢ up right up to hundreds of dollars for each species spotted.
You can do it alone, with a group of old friends, or meet new ones by joining Audubon Greenwich’s official Bird-A-Thon team. You don’t have to be an expert – some people even do Bird-A-Thons from their couch, counting the visitors to their feeder. Others cover dozens of miles in a day, racking up over 200 species in some areas. The key is to have fun!
Family and Eco-Friendly Foods:  Healthy Eating for Families. 
Family and Eco-Friendly Foods:  Healthy Eating for Families 
Join us for this exciting new Audubon At Home program and learn how to make healthy, sustainable food choices for you and your family. Organic Chef and Parent, Rachel Khanna of Tiffin, LLC will lead an in-depth exploration of food and the family meal, as well as provide healthy, organic refreshments! Wednesday, May 20:  Healthier Food, Healthier Families:  Eating Local, Organic, and Seasonal.
Wednesday, June 17:  Sustainable Sustenance:  Debunking the Myths of Our Food Supply. Coffee and Registration:  9am.  Program:  9:30am-11:30am.  Sessions are limited to 20 participants, please RSVP to Jeff Cordulack at 203.869.5272, x.239 or jcordulack@audubon.org
More Information on Audubon Greenwich

	

Audubon Center at Bent of the River has a new website! 
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http://bentoftheriver.audubon.org/


Bent of the River Bird-a-thon 

 

Bird-a-thon is the uniquely Audubon way to celebrate the importance of migratory birds and raise funds for our education and conservation programs. It’s equal parts feathered scavenger hunt, science expedition, and endurance test, the more bird species tallied, the more money raised. On Thursday, May 21, 2009, teams representing the Audubon Center at the Bent of the River will try to count as many birds as possible in our state. We will search through different habitats, chase down rare bird alerts, and hope for lots of migrant songbirds to arrive that day. 
 

If you’d like to join one of our teams for all or part of the day—please call Judith Stevens at 203-264-7807 for more information. You don’t have to be an expert to participate in Birdathon- Chris Cohen, a novice at birding, last year found an elusive Clapper Rail right under the noses and binoculars of seasoned birders! Our Youth Team searched only around the Bent of the River sanctuary while another team of adults searched along the shoreline. Last year’s teams identified a total of 130 species! 
 

Teams will do their part; now it is YOUR turn. In order to expand our education and conservation programs, we need everyone’s support in the form of pledges and contributions. Please make a pledge or a direct contribution today. All Birdathon donations will directly support the education and conservation programs at the Bent of the River. While casual visitors to the Center can connect with nature in many ways, Audubon nature education programs give students and adults the knowledge and tools to make that connection deeper, richer, and more meaningful. Only by understanding and appreciating nature, will this generation, and the next, act to protect it. 
 

This year, to add to the fun, you now have the option to make a Challenge Pledge. Challenge us to find your favorite bird, or test our skills with an elusive species. As you can see this simple and fun event is a great way to raise awareness of bird conservation, engage the community, and inspire a lifelong appreciation of nature. No matter how you decide to participate, we know we can count on you. 


Middle School Trout Release at Bent of the River in Southbury[image: image3.jpg]



On Friday, May 1, 2009, the 7th grade classes from Memorial Middle School in Middlebury released the young trout they raised in their science class this year.  The students released 118 trout fry, only 2 inches long.  The project began last fall, when teacher Su Johnson received the eggs and feed from the Naugutuck/Pomperaug Chapeter of Trout Unlimited.  Students were able to observe the life cycle of their fish in the classroom, while a field trip last October to the Bent of the River helped them understand the food web of the Pomperaug River .  They also were able to assess the water quality by identifying the types of invertebrates they caught in the river, and learned what types of non-point source pollution could affect the trout they were releasing into the river.
 

More Information on Bent of the River

	

Local Bird Conservation News
2009 Bird-A-Thon Supports Audubon Connecticut ’s Bird Conservation and Advocacy Programs
Help us continue to protect birds and their habitat in Connecticut!

It's Bird-A-Thon season again. This year Audubon Connecticut 's bird conservation Bird-A-Thon will take place on Saturday, May 16th. Our Bird-A-Thon seeks pledges to support our bird conservation and advocacy programs based on the number of bird species seen on our 'big' day. We aren't doing a big-league big day, but hope to record 120 or more species in the course of a day in Connecticut . My five-year-old son Maxson will be joining Chris Field, Ken Elkins and me for the 'big' day again this year ( Sandy is tabling at an Earth Day event in her town and has ceded her spot to Max.)
We have had a spectacular year for bird conservation, playing a key role in protecting critical habitats on Long Island Sound, including [image: image4.jpg]


the 624-acre Goss Property in Guilford, the Gilford Sluice, additions to the Salt Meadow Unit of Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge in Westbrook, additions to the Barn Island Wildlife Management Area in Stonington as well as funding for land acquisition by the Conte Refuge in the Connecticut River Watershed. We won a tough referendum vote on Long Beach West in Stratford and successfully advocated to include key conservation initiatives such as clean water in the Stimulus Funding package. On top of that, we launched a new IBA Small Grants Program that supported partners at Cove Island Park in Stamford , Lighthouse Point Park in New Haven , Great Captains Island in Greenwich , Station 43 in South Windsor , and protection of the Guilford Sluice. And we have already raised funding for this year’s small grant program! 

These successes don't help to pay our bills though, so please consider supporting our work with a tax deductible pledge for Audubon Connecticut's bird conservation Bird-A-Thon so we can continue our work to protect important habitats for birds and other wildlife in Connecticut.

The East River Marsh in Guilford , one of the IBAs 
that Audubon Connecticut helped to protect in the past year.
It’s not too late to support our bird conservation and advocacy efforts to ensure that we can continue to protect Connecticut’s birds and their habitats.  Please contact me or Sandy Breslin if you would like more information about our conservation successes or would like a pledge card: pcomins@audubon.org and sbreslin@audubon.org.


Thank you for your consideration!

	

Connecticut Birding Events Calendar Now Online
The Connecticut Birding Events calendar is now available through the Connecticut Ornithological Association’s website.  This calendar serves as a clearing house for bird-related events across the state, including those by chapters, independent bird clubs and Audubon Centers. 
It's an easy URL to remember and bookmark so check in and see what’s happening this weekend with your local chapter or a chapter at the other end of the state.  The schedule is chock full for May and June!
http://www.ctbirding.org/calendar.htm

	

Summer Bird Count:  Help keep track of nesting bird populations!
COA’s 19th annual summer bird count will be held in June.  It’s a fun event and over a hundred participants take to the field to learn more about our local nesters and gather important information about trends for our nesting birds.  

Interested birders are encouraged to contact one of the compilers for details. The 2009 results will be published in the October issue of the “Connecticut Warbler”.  The dates of our eight local counts and their compilers are listed below.

Sunday  6/7/2009         

Woodbury-Roxbury SBC, Compiler: Russ Naylor []

Saturday-Sunday  6/13-14/2009  

Greenwich-Stamford SBC, Compilers: Thomas W. Burke [tom.burke@rsmi.com], Brian O’Toole [otoole29@yahoo.com]

Hartford SBC, Compiler: Jay Kaplan [jaybrd49@aol.com]

New Haven SBC, Compiler: Steve C. Mayo [SMayo@sikorsky.com]

Litchfied Hills SBC Compiler: Bob Barbieri [860 485-1236]

Saturday-Sunday  6/20-21/2009  

Storrs SBC, Compiler: Steve Rogers [climbrogers@charter.net]

New Milford-Pawling SBC Compiler: Angela Dimmitt  [BaDimmitt@AOL.com]

Saturday-Sunday  6/27-28/2009  

Barkhamsted SBC, Compiler: Dave Rosgen [drosgen@optonline.net]

2009 will be the 5th consecutive year of Christy Slay’s research on the Bent’s shrubland birds (Blue-winged Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Indigo Bunting, and Field Sparrow), making it one of the longest datasets for these species anywhere. Christy will be managing the project from Arkansas this year, with Chris Field, IBA Coordinator, overseeing the bird-banding interns. This year’s work, like in previous years, was funded by the Nuttal Ornithological Society.

 

Earlier this spring, seven of Christy’s banded birds were sighted and photographed by Al Erickson at the Bent’s Cedar Fields.
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Migrants return
 

It’s May and that means that many of our colorful migrant birds are returning to Connecticut from their winter homes in Central and South America.  Come visit one of our IBAs or Audubon Centers and you might just get a treat like views of the Hooded Warblers at the Audubon Center at Bent of the River. 

	

Public Policy & Advocacy 
Audubon Leads the Way on Stimulus Funding for Connecticut
 

The day after the November elections, Audubon went to work advocating for federal stimulus funding to conserve birds, other wildlife and their habitats. Audubon Connecticut joined with Audubon New York and our national Policy Team in D.C. to promote the environment and Long Island Sound in particular as a core focus of the American Reinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009 (ARRA). Now, that successful advocacy is paying big dividends for Connecticut ’s environment.



Audubon Helps Secure Funds for Long Beach West Cottage Removal
Congresswoman Rosa L. DeLauro recently announced $909,000 for Barrier Beach Restoration on Long Beach West awarded through ARRA. This funding will allow USFWS to demolish and clean-up 41 abandoned cottages on Long Beach West in Stratford. Plans include removal of the cottages and restoration of the site that will provide an important natural place for people to enjoy while also providing critical wildlife habitat.  This is an important step in the Town of Stratford’s effort to sell the property to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as part of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, said Congresswoman DeLauro who acknowledged Audubon Connecticut a key partner in the effort. You can read Congresswoman DeLauro’s announcement at: http://delauro.house.gov/release.cfm?id=2525 or contact Sandy Breslin with any questions sbreslin@audubon.org.

Clean Water Projects Get a Boost Thanks to Audubon’s Stimulus Push
 

When National Policy Director and Audubon VP, Betsey Loyless and her staff took the case for clean water funding in Long Island Sound to the Hill last November, they got a resoundingly positive response from Congressional leaders and members of President Obama’s Transition Team. In fact, lawmakers responded by including $6 billion in federal funding for clean water projects nationwide in ARRA. This funding waives the usual federal match requirement, directs 20% of the funding to green projects, and requires that 50% of the funding be given as subsidy, negative interest loan or grant ensuring that funds benefit needy communities that might not otherwise have been eligible for funding without a match.  

Here in Connecticut, that translates into $68 million in supplemental funding for clean water projects, with $48.5 million going to DEP’s Clean Water Fund, which boasted an annual budget of $90 million in FY08-09, and $19.5 million going to DPH’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund, with an annual budget of $8 million in recent years.  

For an overview of stimulus funding, go to: http://www.magnetmail.net/images/clients/GIVINGUSA/attach/SpecialBulletin2009FINAL.pdf
Or contact Sandy Breslin for more details at sbreslin@audubon.org.



Taking the Show on the Road
In April, Audubon jumped in to help educate nonprofits from across the state about opportunities for clean water and habitat conservation funding through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.  More than 700 representatives from nonprofit organizations participated in three Stimulus Forums in New Haven, Hartford and Norwalk that were sponsored by the Connecticut Council for Philanthropy, the Tremaine Foundation and various other partners. Sandy Breslin, director of governmental affairs, shared information and strategies about how to tap into clean water and habitat stimulus funding. To see a Sandy’s fact sheet on and powerpoint, visit the Council’s web site and click on Federal Recovery Act Forums web site.  Llook under Energy and Environment: http://www.ctphilanthropy.org/o/federal_recovery_act_materials.asp  Also recommended is Shelley Geballe’s excellent powerpoint on Stimulus Funding statewide. 

More Information on Public Policy & Advocacy  

	

Audubon at Home
Audubon Greenwich co-hosted two events to raise public awareness about environmental toxins. With the Garden Education Center, we invited Jay Feldman, Executive Director of Beyond Pesticides to talk about “Moving Towards a Toxic Free Community”. With the Go Greener Greenwich Committee, we invited Chip Osborne, nationally acclaimed expert on organic lawns and turf to talk about the danger of lawn chemicals for children and pets. 
Tip of the month: Remember to leave the grass clippings on your lawn. They will decompose quickly and provide the soil with valuable nitrogen.  Not only is there less work for you, but your lawn will love it too.   
More Information on Audubon at Home  
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