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What: Annual Connecticut Forest Conservation and Forestry Research Forum 
When: Tuesday, November 25, 2008
Where: Uconn Storrs, Rome Ballroom
Time: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
More Information: Please contact Patrick Comins for additional information pcomins@audubon.org (203)264-5098.
 
What: Christmas Bird Counts
When: Across CT
More Information: Find your local contact to find out about Christmas Bird Counts in your area! http://ct.audubon.org/BirdSci_BirdConservationNews.html


	

In the News
Audubon Connecticut Applauds Stratford Referendum Vote as Victory for People and Wildlife
Audubon Connecticut , the state office of the National Audubon Society, applauds passage of the Long Beach West Referendum, question number 7 on the ballot Tuesday, by the voters of Stratford.  “Audubon Connecticut congratulates the Town of Stratford for taking this historic step toward ensuring that Long Beach West will remain undeveloped and open for the children and people of Stratford and Connecticut to enjoy forever,” said Tom Baptist Executive Director of the statewide organization. 
 
Go to http://ct.audubon.org/BirdSci_LongBeachWestReferendumPasses.html for the complete article.
 
Governor Rell and Governor Patrick Announce Effort to Protect Habitat on the Connecticut-Massachusetts Border
Connecticut Governor M. Jodi Rell and Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick today announced the preservation of approximately 450 acres of land straddling the Connecticut and Massachusetts border, which will be managed jointly by the two states as habitat for a variety of migratory birds and other species.
 
Go tohttp://ct.audubon.org/BirdSci_ProtectHabitat_Conn-MassBorder.html for the complete article. 

	

Audubon Greenwich
Spectacular Season at the Quaker Ridge Hawk Watch 
As winter swiftly approaches, another hawk watch season is drawing to a close at Audubon Greenwich’s Quaker Ridge, one of the premier hawk watching sites in Connecticut.  Each year from August through November, a team of staff and volunteer hawk watchers gather at Quaker Ridge to record critical data on raptor populations as they commence their fall migration.  A full-time hawk watch intern captains the hawk watch during the week; on weekends, dedicated volunteers share the responsibility of data collection.  One of the highest points in Greenwich, the field at Quaker Ridge is an excellent and easily accessible vantage point.  Warm thermals combine with coastal breezes to produce ideal flight conditions for the birds, particularly during northwest winds, and a single day can feature anywhere from a few to thousands of hawks. 

Hawk Watch Intern Brian Bielfelt reports that Greenwich is one of the top sites this year in terms of the number of raptors recorded.  Some other highlights of the season include: 

· We recorded our fifth best day ever, counting 13,262 birds, including 13,025 Broad-winged Hawks.

· It was a break out year for migrating Turkey Vultures, with 1,172 passing overhead this season.  This is the first time we have recorded over 1000 Turkey Vultures in a season, and it is one of only five raptor species to have a year of 1000+ at Quaker Ridge.

· We witnessed record days for Golden Eagle, Red-shoulder Hawk, Turkey Vulture, and Cooper's Hawks.

· It has been a very poor year across the Northeast for American Kestrels, Sharp-shinned Hawks, and Northern Harrier.

For full details of the migration, please join us on Saturday, November 22nd from 4:00 – 6:00 pm at Audubon Greenwich for the hawk watch season wrap up, when Brian Bielfelt will present the full results for the season.   

 

Audubon Greenwich Launches TogetherGreen Volunteer Days 
In 2008, Audubon launched a dynamic and innovative program funded by Toyota called TogetherGreen. TogetherGreen encourages people to "act today to shape tomorrow" by providing inspiration, leadership, and opportunities that help people from all walks of life to take action at home and in their communities to improve and protect our environment.
TogetherGreen offers several ways for Audubon Centers , Chapters, other environmental groups, and individuals to engage people in land, water, and energy conservation. Grants are available to fund innovative conservation projects, leadership development, and volunteerism. In June, Audubon Greenwich was awarded a Volunteer Day grant to conduct six volunteer events, with support for tools and materials, volunteer recruitment, and outreach. These Volunteer Days will focus on habitat restoration at our sanctuaries, particularly Fairchild and our main sanctuary. 
For our first event on October 4, more than 20 volunteers and staff, including several new volunteers, banded together to improve the habitat at Indian Spring Pond. While our volunteers received TogetherGreen hats and t-shirts, lunch, and camaraderie with their fellow volunteers, our pond received a much-needed face-lift! Indian Spring Pond is one of our key teaching tools, and provides important habitat to frogs, turtles, salamanders and other aquatic creatures. Our volunteers worked hard throughout the day to remove invasive species such as Japanese Stilt Grass and Porcelain Berry , clear and improve access points and paths, and thin the cattails that were overwhelming and obscuring the pond. Volunteers braved some threatening weather and chilly morning temperatures to get both wet and dirty for conservation and for Audubon.
The goal of TogetherGreen is to connect people throughout the country with nature, hopefully inspiring concern and conservation action. Audubon Greenwich's upcoming Volunteer Days will provide you with several opportunities to join with your fellow volunteers to help the environment. 
Join your fellow volunteers to help the environment at our next Volunteer Day on January 24, 2009!  To participate, please contact Brian O’Toole at botoole@audubon.org or call 203.869.5272, x.228.  To learn more about the TogetherGreen initiative, visit the website at www.togethergreen.org.

 

Celebrate the Holidays with the 109th Annual Christmas Bird Count
Like many families, Audubon celebrates the winter holidays with an annual event:  the Christmas Bird Count (CBC).   From December 14, 2008 through January 5, 2009, birders throughout North America will participate in the count, the longest-running wildlife census in the world.  Audubon and other organizations use data collected to assess the health of bird populations, and to help guide conservation action. 

The data collected by observers over the past century allow researchers, conservation biologists, and other interested individuals to study the long-term health and status of bird populations across North America. When combined with other surveys such as the Breeding Bird Survey, it provides a picture of how the continent's bird populations have changed over the past hundred years.
Since the first Christmas Bird Count in 1900, dedicated volunteers have contributed to this effort.  For almost as long, Greenwich area residents have participated in the CBC, covering an area known as the Greenwich-Stamford Count Circle.  This year’s count will take place on Sunday, December 14th.  Teams of birders will spend the day counting the number of species and individual birds they see.  At the end of the day, the teams will come together at Audubon Greenwich to tally the results, swap stories, and enjoy a potluck supper!
To participate in the count, please contact Brian O’Toole at botoole@audubon.org or call 203.869.5272, x.228.  For more information on the Christmas Bird Count, or to view data from past counts, please visit http://www.audubon.org/Bird/cbc/

 

Nature Store Gets Ready for the Holidays
 
The Audubon Greenwich Nature Store is gearing up for the busy holiday season.  Our store stocks a wide range of affordable and unique gifts and products sure to please any bird and wildlife lover, including feeders and seed, optics, guidebooks, toys, jewelry, and more.  Proceeds from the store help fund our many programs, so support Audubon while completing your holiday shopping!  The Audubon Greenwich Nature Store is open seven days a week from 9am to 5pm, and will be open through Christmas Eve, for all your last minute shopping needs. 
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More Information on Audubon Greenwich


	

Local Bird Conservation News 
Snowy Owls Come Early to Connecticut
Last month we alerted you to an invasion from the north, with the passage of thousands of Pine Siskins through Connecticut.  This invasion continues through mid-November, but it seems that another invasion may be under way; and from a species that is [image: image4.jpg]


always a crowd pleaser…Snowy Owls.  The first sighting was at Lighthouse Point Park in New Haven on November 1st, followed by another sighting in Norwalk on the 3rd.  The bird in Norwalk remained through November 12th, much to the delight of Connecticut birders.  Another bird was sighted at Stratford Point (the old Remington Gun Club) on the 5th and remained in the area at least until the 12th.  There have also been a few unconfirmed reports from inland locations.  While it is too early to know how long these birds will stay in Connecticut, or if they will be joined by others of their species, these early sightings are a good sign for the possibility of an exciting winter of Snowy Owl sightings.  Keep your eyes out for big white birds!
Photo: Paul Fusco 


Rare Visitors to two Audubon Centers
Observers at both the Quaker Ridge Hawkwatch at Audubon Greenwich and the Audubon Center at Bent of the River were treated to White-winged Crossbills on November 11th and 12th respectively.  On the 11th hawkwatcher Mike Reese had 6 White-winged Crossbills fly over Quaker Ridge and the next day Patrick Comins heard their distinctive call notes outside his office at Bent of the River and looked up in the nearby hemlocks to find a sizeable flock foraging on the cones.  The rest of the Bent of the River staff were alerted and were able to observe the birds feeding for about 10 minutes before the flock of 18 flew off in unison.  Like many of the winter finches, White-winged Crossbills are irruptive and years can go by without a single report in the state only to have them arrive in numbers when food supplies to our north and west crash.  As mentioned in last month’s edition, chances of an ‘invasion’ are good for this winter and these reports are a good sign.  Eastern hemlocks are the food of choice for this species in the Northeast, so hemlock stands are the best place to look for them, but you might find them flying over anywhere if you know what to listen for.                                                                                            
A variety of their rattling call notes can be heard here:
[image: image5.jpg]


http://animalbehaviorarchive.org/assetSelect.do?assetId=856243&section=summary
or
http://animalbehaviorarchive.org/assetSelect.do?assetId=887797&section=summary                                         Photo: Paul Fusco


	Export your Data Directly to eBird!
 
Now you can export your data directly to eBird from AviSys or BirdBase.  Many birders have used these desktop bird databases and have year’s worth of valuable ornithological data on their computers.  While this was a great way to keep track of your own sightings and lists, it didn’t allow that data to contribute to larger efforts to understand bird distribution and occurrence.  For many years, the database experts at eBird have been working towards a system which would allow for upload of these data to eBird and have recently announced a breakthrough that allows eBird to ‘talk’ with these desktop programs.  This will give conservation biologists and ornithologists access to the wealth of ornithological information scattered about on 1000’s of desktops around the country so this information can be used to guide management decisions.  In Connecticut we hope to launch a new bird atlasing effort soon and the more information we have access to, the faster we can hit the ground running.  Please consider sharing your wealth of data if you have used one of these two programs to organize your bird sightings.  For more information please see:

BirdBase:

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/birdbase-export-to-ebird-now-available
AviSys:

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/avisys-export-to-ebird-launched
 

And for more information on how you can make your eBird checklists more meaningful please see these two articles from Cornell:

http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/make-your-checklists-more-meaningful
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/observations-with-effort-an-ebird-thank-you 

	 
IBA Coordinator to give Talk at Audubon Sharon 
Chris Field, Important Bird Areas Coordinator for Audubon Connecticut, will give a presentation on ‘Ornithology and ecology in Connecticut’s Highlands’ at Audubon Sharon, Saturday, January 10th at 2 PM. He will highlight the work Audubon Connecticut is doing in northwest corner of Connecticut , giving special emphasis to high priority forest birds. He will discuss several projects, including a second-generation breeding bird atlas (and how you can help!), and a study to uncover indicators of forest ecosystem health in the highlands. There will be plenty of pictures and sounds of the birds that characterize this unique corner of the state.



	Seeking Seed Money 
This spring the Bent of the River plans to expand its feeder station by creating a new bird feeder garden.  We’ll be planting some colorful sunflowers, and grains to attract some of our most colorful birds including cardinals, indigo buntings, and goldfinches.  This patch will also serve as an import food source for migrating sparrows in the fall.  

Sponsor your section of the Living Bird Feeder now!  Your $10 donation will help us grow another 10 square feet for the birds.  Not only will you help migrant birds, but you may also reap the benefits by seeing a rare bird next fall!  Please contact Ken Elkins, Education Program Manager at kelkins@audubon.org for more information.

	

                                                        Public Policy & Advocacy 

Election Results Bring Conservation Opportunity and Need for Action
Statement of National Audubon Society President and CEO John Flicker  following the election of President-elect Obama and the new Congress.
“Voters in this historic election cast their ballots not only for change, but for a new era of hope for our environment, and the people, birds, and other wildlife that depend on it.  Washington has been ignoring critical environmental issues for too long. President-elect Barack Obama and a more environmentally aware Congress offer the promise of leadership and fundamental change that could usher in new protections for America ’s great natural heritage, and a new lease on life for species in decline.  

“Despite real reason for optimism, we cannot take conservation gains for granted. Audubon is committed to helping the new Administration and Congress to live up to their great promise; and to make conservation, clean energy and green jobs part of America’s path to a brighter tomorrow.  
“Through our local Chapters, state offices and national grass roots efforts, Audubon will join with others in the environmental community to ensure that our newly elected leaders lead the way on issues vital to our environment, our economy and diversity of life on Earth.”
Go to http://www.audubon.org/news/Election08o.html for the complete list of issues needing prompt attention.



	Get Involved! 
Join the Flock and Focus on Public Policy!
As Audubon Connecticut prepares for the next session of Congress and the state General Assembly, your help is needed more than ever! We are facing some serious challenges with projected budget deficits increasing, and lawmakers are looking to make spending cuts at both the federal and state level. Key programs that protect birds, other wildlife and their habitats could come under attack! Join our electronic Advocacy Network now and lend your voice to those calling for a renewed investment in a cleaner, greener future for people and wildlife. From more information on Audubon Connecticut’s public policy efforts or to join our Advocacy Network, contact Sandy Breslin, Director of Governmental Affairs, at 264-5098 x307 or at sbreslin@audubon.org. You can also sign on to become an Advocate online at AudubonActCT-subscribe@yahoogroups.com.
 
Here are some of our 2009 Legislative Priorities:
· Long Island Sound is one of Connecticut’s great natural treasures. Audubon will be working to build a strong legislative coalition to support of the Sound; establish state funding for coastal land protection to match federal Long Island Sound Stewardship funding; ensure continued funding for the State Clean Water Fund; and seek full funding for the federal Long Island Sound Stewardship and Restoration Acts and Coastal and Estuarine Land Conservation Program.  Audubon supports signing of a renewed 2009 Long Island Sound Agreement by Connecticut , New York and the U.S. EPA to establish goals for improved water quality and habitat protection in and around Long Island Sound. 

· Habitat protection is essential to protecting wildlife.  Audubon will be advocating increased funding for open space and farmland conservation especially the Face of Connecticut Campaign that seeks to provide continued funding for existing open space, farmland and historic preservation programs, and funding for new efforts promoting farmland conservation, historic preservation, and community revitalization.  Audubon supports enabling legislation that will allow towns to establish a Municipal Green Fund supported by conveyance fees and dedicated to local environmental programs.  Audubon also supports establishing a state Tax Credit for individuals or families who donate open space or farmland for conservation. 

· Per capita funding for Wildlife Conservation in Connecticut is among the lowest in the nation. Audubon supports creation of a Marine Fishing License program – mandated by new federal law – that will generate revenue for DEP wildlife programs.  Audubon is the state lead for the Teaming with Wildlife Coalition, a nationwide effort advocating for the federal State Wildlife Grants Program - - the only funding source 100% dedicated to funding for Connecticut DEP’s non-game wildlife program. Audubon will also take a lead role in efforts to increase funding for the DEP. 

· Connecticut Environmental Laws: Endangered species in Connecticut need better protection. Both developers and conservationists are dissatisfied with the current process under the State Endangered Species Act.  Audubon will be working to develop strategies to improve efforts to protect endangered species statewide.  Audubon supports efforts to safeguard riparian corridors and strengthen protections for inland wetlands. 

· Audubon is actively working to protect Important Bird Areas around Connecticut. Our highest priorities include: permanent protection of the Goss Property/East River Preserve in Guilford; adding Long Beach West in Stratford and Pleasure Beach in Bridgeport to the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge; expanding the Silvo O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge in Connecticut. 

Complete 2009 Legislative Agenda 

	
Audubon at Home
Sixty-three people attended a presentation on Organic Lawns with popular expert Chip Osborne on November 13th. Later that morning, we hosted a small lunch and Q&A with Jay Feldman, Executive Director of  Beyond Pesticides. Both Chip Osborne’s and Jay Feldman’s presentations helped advance our message that the benefits of synthetic pesticides are far outweighed by the risks to human health, wildlife and the environment. Chip and Jay will be returning to Greenwich in the upcoming winter and spring to do more public presentations on a topic that is clearly of great interest. Look for these upcoming dates to be announced early in 2009.

More Information on Audubon at Home  
Tip of the Month 
By turning your thermostat down, you can not only reduce carbon emissions, but also lower your utility bill.  You may be surprised to see that lowering the thermostat a few degrees each night when everyone is in bed is not a hardship. Pile on the blankets and give it a try! You will be happy when you get the bill.                                        More ways to Be Part of the Solution  


