	 
[image: image1.png]At%gon

CONNECTICUT




November 2009



	Audubon Sharon
Upcoming Events
Local Bird Conservation News
Public Policy & Advocacy
Audubon at Home


	

Save the Date!
Connecticut Association of Conservation & Inland Wetlands Commissions 32nd Annual Meeting & Environmental Conference
Saturday, November 14th
MountainRidge, High Hill Road, Wallingford, CT
More Information: Patrick Comins, Director of Bird Conservation, will be the keynote speaker.  Visit caciwc.org for more information.
110th Annual National Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count
Saturday, December 19, 2009: Hartford, New Haven, Storrs , Woodbury-Roxbury
Sunday, December 20, 2009: Greenwich-Stamford, Litchfield Hills, Oxford, Quinnipiac Valley, Salmon River , Westport
Sunday, December 27, 2009: Barkhamsted, Old Lyme-Saybrook , Stratford-Milford
Friday, January 1, 2010: Pawling (Hidden Valley), NY
Saturday, January 2, 2010: New London
Please see the Connecticut Ornithological Association’s website for full schedule and compiler contact information

	

Audubon Sharon
Audubon Kids’ Day 2009 Has Record-Breaking Attendance
Although [image: image3.jpg]e



the Enchanted Forest event scheduled for Oct. 16th and 17th was cancelled due to a (what turned out to be false) miserable, wet weather report, Audubon Kids’ Day had a record-breaking attendance once again on Sunday, October 25th.  Over 400 people attended the three-hour event! Families came in by the hay wagon shuttles and children, many in costume, quickly scattered over the front lawn to join in the fun.  Many played games like “Feed the Frog,” “Pin the Eyes on [image: image4.jpg]


the Owl” and “Oh No! Volcano!” trying to earn a “key” for the Treasure Chest of toys!  Others decided to first create some crafts like Native American rattles, pine cone feeders, rain sticks, spider webs and black cat pencil holders.  Aside from the crafts and games, there was a hay bale maze made out of 100 bales of hay, good food and an Animal Menagerie table where children took turns holding snakes, frogs and lizards and petting the ferrets and bunnies.  At 2:30, everyone joined in the costume parade around the main grounds, led by a real marching band!  We couldn’t have asked for better weather for an afternoon in late October and we couldn’t have asked for a better turnout!
Antique Bird Carvings and the Artists Who Made Them 1900-1970
On Saturday November 14th at 2:00pm, Audubon Sharon and the Cornwall Historical Society are sponsoring a presentation by birder and Audubon supporter Joe Ellis.  The event will be at the Cornwall Historical Society, located at 7 Pine Street,Cornwall Village, CT.  In addition to being an avid birder, Joe is also an avid collector of bird carvings.  His presentation will be about his new book, Antique Bird Carvings and the Artists Who Made Them 1900-1970. 
Special Hotchkiss Performance to Benefit Audubon Sharon
The Hotchkiss Dramatic Association will be presenting a special performance of “Into the Woods” at the Walker Auditorium at The Hotchkiss School in Lakeville, CT on Sunday, November 15th at 2:30pm.  Each year the theatre company donates the proceeds of their matinee performance to an area non-profit and this year’s performance will benefit Audubon Sharon. Ticket price is $10 for adults and $5 for children. For more information or tickets, call (860) 435-3203.

More Information on Sharon

	
Bent of the River Events

Night Hike and Owl Prowl
Friday, November 6th, 4:45 pm to 6:00 pm
Join Audubon Education Program Manager, Ken Elkins, for an evening hike and learn how nocturnal creatures, especially owls, have adapted to life in the dark. We will also be listening for owls- possibly Great Horned or Barred, which are frequently heard each evening at sundown - calling for Eastern Screech and Northern Saw-whet Owls using recordings and our own imitations. Please park at the entrance parking lot, be prepared for cold weather, bring a flashlight for the hike back to your car. Rain or cloud cover cancels. Cost is $5 for members and $8 for non-members.  Please call Ken to register at (203)264-5098.

Full list of Bent of the River Events

Audubon Greenwich Events
Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge Trip
Saturday, November 7th, 9:00 am-3:00 pm
Join us for a trip to this outstanding refuge with both freshwater and saltwater habitats to search out waterbirds, raptors, and songbirds. Ages:8 & up. RSVP required. Call Ted at x230.
Winter Birds and Project Feederwatch
Saturday, November 14th, 1:30-3:00 pm
Get to know backyard winter birds, how to feed them, and learn how your family can be “citizen scientists” to help count winter birds at bird feeders in your own backyard. All ages. RSVP to Nature Store at x221.
Green Homes: Wind & Solar Energy Systems
Tuesday, November 17th, 7:30-10:00 pm
The third part of the “Audubon At Home” series designed for homeowners who want a greener home. This discussion will focus on how micro-wind applications, solar hot water and solar photovoltaic systems can be installed in homes, resulting in drastically reduced carbon emissions and utility bills. $10 per person. RSVP appreciated. Contact Jeff at x239 or jcordulack@audubon.org. For more information and a list of speakers, visit greenwich.audubon.org.
Mother Nature’s Bird Foods Hike
Saturday, November 21st, 1:00-2:30 pm
Learn about the many wild foods birds seek to eat and how birds use their bills
to gather it. Then hike with a guide in search of wild birds and their foods.  All ages. RSVP to Nature Store at x221.

Full list of Greenwich Fall Events
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Environmental Leadership Dinner Off To A Great Start
Planning has already begun for the 2010, April 29th Audubon Connecticut Environmental Leadership Dinner.  On Nov.5thmore than 40 Committee Members met at the Audubon Greenwich Center’s historic Red Barn to ensure the event is another astounding success.  They celebrated the announcement that once again, Paul Tudor Jones has provided a lead challenge gift of $100,000 to the Dinner’s goal of raising $500,000 to be used for Audubon’s education, conservation and policy work in protecting and preserving the Long Island Sound.  Committee Members were treated to a delicious, locally grown organic breakfast prepared by Audubon Greenwich Board member and professional Chef, Rachel Khanna, while hearing progress reports from Dinner Co-Chairs, Tiffany Burnette and Julia Dunn, and a global vision of conservation in 2010 from Audubon’s Chief Conservation Officer, Peg Olsen.
Sub-Committees were formed to handle all parts of this wonderful Dinner, for information on the Dinner and how to get involved please e-mail John Hannan at jhannan@audubon.org or call him at 203-869-5272 ext 234.
To learn about all the great work this Dinner supports, see pictures of past events, and learn about past honorees go to http://ct.audubon.org/Support_DWN.html
 

	

Local Bird Conservation News
Opportunity to Protect Key Parcel Adjacent to Global IBA at Hammonasset Beach State Park
Audubon and the Trust for Public Land (TPL) have joined forces to support the permanent protection of the 42-acreGriswold Airport property in Madison. A key component of the Hammonasset Beach State Park Important Bird Area, the site is composed of coastal grassland, mature coastal forest, sand barren, and tidal wetlands.  The Town of Madison plans to preserve the majority of the site as open space, using the remainder for other town purposes such as athletic fields and a small commercial development in the area near the Boston Post Road.
After years of controversy over the future of the parcel, TPL reached an agreement in September to purchase the property from the developer, Leyland Alliance, for $9.7 million, a price that reflects fact the parcel is approved for a 127-unit age-restricted development.  The Town will purchase the property from TPL for the same amount. Audubon and TPL are working to raise $1.7 in funding toward the purchase.  The partners have committed to raise private funds, advocate for public funds, provide key natural resource data
and co-lead the campaign to mobilize support for an expected townwide referendum on the purchase in early December.
On October 18, more than 60 town residents joined Audubon and TPL in the cold, pouring rain for a tour of the site.  Audubon’s director of bird conservation, Patrick Comins, led a walk that surprised and delighted participants who have not had access to the property for many years [image: image5.jpg]


and who were largely unaware of the unique and varied resources of the site. 
Director of governmental affairs, Sandy Breslin, has been meeting with town and state elected officials and DEP regarding the effort. Both Breslin and Comins are involved in the efforts and a campaign committee has been formed to mobilize support for the referendum and is meeting regularly.Audubon’s Director of development, John Hannan, is engaged in an aggressive private fund raising effort with TPL.  To find out how you can help, e-mail John at jhannan@audubon.orgor call 203-869-5272 ext 234.
Photo: Hammonasset Beach State Park provides important nesting habitat for the Saltmarsh Sparrow.
Photo above on right: The globally important tidal marshes at Hammonasset Beach State Park.          


Patrick Comins to be keynote speaker for CACIWC Annual Meeting, November 14.
Audubon Connecticut’s Director of Bird Conservation, Patrick Comins, will address the annual conference of the Connecticut Association of Conservation and Inland Wetland Commissions on Saturday, November 14th.  He will discuss the role of municipalities in protecting key bird and wildlife habitats, an area that is growing ever more important in today’s uncertain fiscal climate. Current state and federal laws designed for protecting wildlife may not always be successful in preserving important habitats. In his keynote address, “The Role of Municipalities in Preserving Threatened Bird Habitats inConnecticut”, he will discuss ways that municipalities can safeguard key habitats while preserving Connecticut’s scenic heritage which helps make your city or town an attractive place to live. He will emphasize the value of a proactive approach, using state and regional partners to help maintain conservation efforts in this era of diminishing resources. http://www.caciwc.org/pages/annualMtg/index.htmlFore more information please see:  


5th Annual Connecticut Forest Conservation and Research Forum
Come hear about the latest in forest research and conservation in Connecticut and help guide the 5 year update to the Connecticut Statewide Forest Resource Plan. For more information on the forum, please see:
http://www.ctwoodlands.org/forest-forum-2008
 
For more information on the plan please see:
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2697&q=322794&depNav_GID=1631


USFWS Makes Land Purchase for Silvio O. Conte Refuge
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has purchased a 290-acre piece of undeveloped land from the Nature Conservancy and the town of Haddam for $1,755,000; the land will become the Salmon River division of the Silvio O. Conte National Fish and Wildlife Refuge.  Audubon and our grassroots network were among the groups who worked with The Nature Conservancy to lobby for these federal funds.
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Silvio O. Conte Refuge was established to conserve native plants and animals and their habitats in the 7.2 million acre Connecticut River watershed in Connecticut,Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Vermont.
 

The 290-acre property in Haddam Neck, once home to the Johnson family’s Elm Camp, is considered one of the most important properties for conservation because it’s at the confluence of the tidal Pine Brook and Salmon River, the benchmark for water quality inConnecticut. The land links the ecologically rich Salmon Cove with more than 6,000 acres of protected land to the north, said Shelley Green, the Nature Conservancy’s lower Connecticut River program director.
 

Green’s organization will now focus on its next most important project: working to preserve a 582-acre privately owned parcel in Haddam Neck. Connecticut Yankee, the landowner, is fielding expressions of interest from various parties, including nonprofits, for-profits and land preservation groups.                                                                
 

The refuge is named for Congressman Silvio O. Conte, who according to the USFWS had “…a dream that includes a Connecticut River, cleaned, fishable, swimmable, and with salmon restored to abundant numbers. And a dream that someday my children and grandchildren will continue to enjoy the outdoors as I have, and not be saddled with a planet polluted beyond repair.” In 1991, he asked Congress to establish a National Wildlife Refuge to protect the watershed of the river and its wildlife resources. In 1997 the refuge named in his honor was established to fulfill that dream.


Stratford/Bridgeport Public Meetings:
Audubon, Connecticut Audubon Society, and Baystate Environmental Consultants will be hosting public meetings to raise awareness of the conservation planning process for the Great Meadows area IBA. The first two meetings are being held on November 18th in Bridgeport and December 19th in Stratford (times and locations to be announced). Details of the meetings and a stakeholder survey will be posted to http://www.audubonct.org/BirdSci_GreatMeadowsIBA_Survey.html
More Information on Bird Conservation

	

Public Policy & Advocacy
Federal Appropriations to Benefit Audubon Priorities in Connecticut and Northeast
Good news from D.C.  The Interior Appropriations Conference Committee released their report on funding levels last week and Connecticut and the Northeast will receive much needed funding for open space protection, habitat restoration and research with the following conservation funding coming to Connecticut:
 *  $7 million for Long Island Sound Stewardship and Restoration Acts (see article on Congressional hearing for more below)
 *  $2 million for additions to the Stewart B. McKinney NWR for Long Beach West in   Stratford
 *  $2.5 million for additions to the Silvio O. Conte NWR
 *  $4 million for projects in the four-state Highlands Region
Audubon was the lead group advocating for LIS funding, and spearheaded a letter from local stakeholders groups to Congressional Conference Committee leaders charged with appropriations for Long Island Sound.  The letter advocated for $15 million in funding for LIS in keeping with what the House had proposed.  Unfortunately, the Senate has only recommended $3 million in their budget. 
Many thanks go to our House and Senate lawmakers who worked so hard to secure this funding. These funding levels represent a real victory for Audubon's Long Island Sound Campaign, a partnership of Audubon Connecticut, Audubon New York and our DC policy office.  But the real credit goes to all of you - - our Audubon members and supporters - - who spoke out in support of these critical programs and projects. It couldn't have happened without your advocacy. Thank you!


Congressional Hearing Focuses on Reauthorization of the Long Island Sound Restoration Act
On Tuesday, October 6th, the Water Resources and the Environment Subcommittee of the House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee held a hearing on Long Island Sound as part of a series of hearings on Protecting and Restoring America’s Great Waters.  The hearing was in preparation for the 2010 reauthorization of the Long Island Sound Restoration Act, which could authorize up to $40 million each year for the next five years for Long Island Sound clean water, restoration, and protection projects.

The Act, first passed in 1990 as The Long Island Sound Improvement Act, has been reauthorized by Congress every five years and provides a framework for how Long Island Sound appropriations are invested. In conjunction with the Long Island Sound Stewardship Act, a separate statute passed in 2006, these two funds are the backbone for the many projects that improve water quality through infrastructure upgrade, scientific research, stormwater pollution controls, a variety of restoration projects, and coastal acquisition for ecosystem protection and public access. Audubon spearheaded efforts in support passage of both pieces of legislation.
Congressman Jim Himes’ office took the lead for the Long Island Sound Caucus to prepare testimony for the Committee based upon input gathered from Audubon and other environmental groups involved in Long Island Sound.  The testimony features a priority issue for Audubon Connecticut: the dire need to obtain more information about the distribution and numbers of wildlife in Connecticut .  Congressman Himes’ staff wrote: “Today the Long Island Sound Caucus was proud to put your testimony front and center in the public debate over the future of the Long Island Sound . . . We thank you again for these ideas, but more importantly for the work you do every day in service to our communities and the priceless natural resources that support them.”   


Board Member Highlight: David Leff featured on Public Radio Broadcast
Audubon Connecticut State Board member, David Leff, was interviewed on Connecticut Public Radio’s Colin McEnroe Show on Friday, November 6th about his new book entitled Deep Travel: In Thoreau’s Wake on the Concord and Merrimack.
Listen to the program at:  http://www.cpbn.org/program/colin-mcenroe-show/episode/cms-exploring-our-rivers
Read David’s blog or learn more about his writings at: http://davidkleff.typepad.com/
David will be reading from his book and signing copies at locations around the state during the next few months.  
More Information on Policy & Advocacy


Audubon at Home
Tip of the [image: image7.jpg]


Month:
Reduce your plastic consumption by using reusable bags.  Plastic bags are an unnecessary addition to landfills, not to mention our oceans and waterways.  All those plastic bags you see drifting down the street have to end up somewhere.
Bring your own bag! It’s one more thing to remember before you go out shopping, but it doesn’t have to be a chore.  Keep a few in your trunk so you aren’t stuck if you forget them at home. There are also many reusable bags that fold up and fit in a purse for quick trips.  If you start with these back-up methods, and try as hard as you can to remember, soon it will feel strange to walk into the store without your bags!
Haven’t bought reusable bags yet since the plastic bags are free?  Most stores now offer either 5 or 10 cents for each bag used per transaction, so they end up paying for themselves.  They also hold much more per bag than plastic.
If you forget, and have to reach for that plastic bag, make sure to recycle it either in your weekly recycling pick-up (check to make sure they are accepted), or during your next visit to the grocery store.  Most stores now have containers near their entrances for plastic bags.
 

Available at Audubon Greenwich store.
More Information on Audubon at Home


      If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org
Return to Top  
