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Audubon at Home
 

	

Save the Date!

Griswold Airport Public Site Walk
Sunday, October 18th 10:00am - 2:00pm
Griswold Airport in Madison, CT
More Information:  Guided tours at 10am with our own Patrick Comins, Director of Bird Conservation, and at and 12pmwith Heather Crawford, Coastal Ecologist.  Contact Alicia Betty at the Trust for Public Land for more information,Alicia.Betty@tpl.org, 203-777-7367 ext. 1.  Additional tours will be on Saturday, November 7th.  

Connecticut Association of Conservation & Inland Wetlands Commissions 32nd Annual Meeting & Environmental Conference
Saturday, November 14th
MountainRidge, High Hill Road, Wallingford, CT
More Information: Patrick Comins, Director of Bird Conservation, will be the keynote speaker.  Visit caciwc.org for more information.
  

	

Audubon Greenwich
Voice Your Choice!
Audubon Greenwich has been selected by Westport Patagonia to compete in their second annual “Voice Your Choice” campaign.  Based on your votes, the Patagonia Westport store will decide how it should distribute $5,000 in grant money to three local environmental organizations, including Audubon Greenwich.  The top vote-getter will be awarded $2,500, with the second- and third-place organizations receiving $1,500 and $1,000 respectively.
Votes will be accepted at the store at 87 Post Road East from September 24 through October 24.  Participants can cast one vote per visit. No purchase is necessary.
Audubon Greenwich staff will be at the Patagonia store Saturday, October 17 to let shoppers know about our programs and initiatives.  Winners will be announced in early November. So stop by the Westport Patagonia store soon to voice your choice for Audubon Greenwich!
 

Quaker Ridge Hawk Watch: Scanning the Skies
Quaker Ridge Hawk Watch at Audubon Greenwich is part of a nationwide network of hawk watch sites that each year monitor the passage of migrant birds as they journey south. With over 20,000 raptors counted annually, it is also one of the top hawk watch locations in Connecticut. Here, warm thermals combine with coastal breezes to produce ideal flight conditions for these birds, particularly during northwest winds.  Today, the raptor migration is in full swing, and thousands of Broad-winged Hawks have already passed overhead on their way south.  It has also been a good year for Bald Eagles, with many great sitings of low flying birds. The volunteer hawk watchers are out in full force supporting our efforts to collect valuable data on the raptor migration.  
This year we also welcome Luke Tiller, our new Hawk Watch Intern.  Luke is an experienced birder, and a leader of bird walks and tours for Sunrise Birding.  Luke will staff the site throughout the season Monday-Friday, 9am-5pm, with assistance from our many volunteers during the week and on weekends.  So stop by today to see what is flying and to learn more about raptor migration.
Hawk Watch Weekend Festival
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Audubon Greenwich celebrates the annual raptor migration each year with our Hawk Watch Weekend Festival, held this year on September 19 and 20.  Clear skies, Autumn temperatures, and steady breezes all combined this year to produce perfect conditions for both festival-going and hawk watching.  With an amazing assortment of vendors, exhibitors, live animal shows, new exhibits, games, and activities, the festival drew a record number of visitors, with more than 1,700 people attending.  Nearly all aspects of the festival went off without a hitch, and 86 families and individuals became new members of Audubon over the course of the weekend.  It was an ideal opportunity to educate the public about the spectacular bird migration that takes place, unnoticed by many, each year along Quaker Ridge and the entire Atlantic Flyway.  We hope our visitors left with a new appreciation for these long-distance travelers and a desire to conserve and protect both raptors and their habitats.                                                                         Photo: Bill Robinson's live wildlife show at Hawk Watch 2009
We could not host an event this size without the help of the nearly 100 people who volunteered their time during the weekend, assisting with everything from parking to admissions to leading hikes and staffing educational exhibits.  The staff of Audubon Greenwich staff, particularly Events Manager Jeff Cordulack, truly outdid themselves this year, and dedicated countless hours to creating the best experience possible for our guests.  Many thanks and congratulations to all who helped make Hawk Watch Festival Weekend 2009 such a huge success.
Join the Quest!
Audubon Greenwich partnered with the Stepping Stones Museum for Children to bring their Conservation Quest© exhibit to the Center this Fall.  First featured at the Hawk Watch Weekend Festival, this 2,300 square foot outdoor maze highlighted all aspects of energy and energy conservation, and was on display until October 7th.  This was a wonderful opportunity to launch a new partnership with an organization that shares our education mission, and it was a pleasure to welcome members of the Stepping Stones staff and Board to the Center during the Hawk Watch festival.  Many thanks to Tony Sorenson and FE Clean Energy, and Eaddo and Peter Kiernan and their family for so generously sponsoring the Maze and helping Audubon Greenwich to join the quest! 


Upcoming events
In addition to a full schedule of events and programs throughout the Fall, mark you calendars now for these special events at Audubon Greenwich:
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Enchanted Orchard on October 29th (6:00pm-8:30pm):  Join us for this special evening of Halloween fun for the whole family. Enjoy a walk in the Enchanted Orchard, an animal show, dinner, and Halloween treats in Audubon Greenwich’s historic red barn.  Wear your costumes or come as you are.  All ages.  $25 per family.  RSVP and parent supervision is required and space is limited. Contact Jeff Cordulack for more information and to sign up (Rain Date:  October 30th)
Volunteer Day:  Join Audubon staff and fellow volunteers on Saturday, November 7th help maintain our trails and improve bird habitats at Audubon Greenwich.  Wear long pants and sturdy shoes.  Tools and work gloves will be provided.  Heavy rain cancels the work day.  Contact Brian O’Toole (botoole@audubon.org) to sign up or for more information. 
Audubon At Home Lecture Series Underway
Audubon Greenwich is pleased to offer a new series of Audubon At Home evening lectures that address green building and the techniques and strategies for creating a greener home.  Focusing on the core issue of energy efficiency, this four part “Green Building, Green Homes” series will educate homeowners about the many, sometimes confusing, conventional and alternative energy system options available for their existing or new home.  Each program features a panel of experts in the field of energy efficient green building and home design, and concludes with an in-depth Q&A session. 
After an introductory session held on September 22, the remaining sessions will provide an advanced and in-depth examination of specific home energy systems, including geothermal, residential solar and wind power, and high efficiency conventional HVAC systems.  If you are considering a new or renovated heating system for your home, these focused sessions can answer many of your questions and help decide what options are best for you.  Upcoming sessions include:
Geothermal Energy Systems, Tuesday, October 20
Solar Energy And Wind Systems, Tuesday, November 17
High Efficiency Residential HVACs Systems, Tuesday, December 15
Sessions are 7:00pm-9:00pm.  Please contact Jeff Cordulack for more information or to register. Suggested admission is $10.
More Information on Greenwich

	

Bent of the River Events
Night Hike and Owl Prowl
Friday, November 6th  4:45 pm to 6:00 pm
Join Audubon Education Program Manager, Ken Elkins, for an evening hike and learn how nocturnal creatures, especially owls, have adapted to life in the dark. We will also be listening for owls- possibly Great Horned or Barred, which are frequently heard each evening at sundown - and calling for Eastern Screech and Northern Saw-whet Owls using recordings and our own imitations. Please park at the entrance parking lot, be prepared for cold weather, and bring a flashlight for the hike back to your car. Rain or heavy cloud cover cancels. Cost is $5 for members and $8 for nonmembers.  Please call Ken to register at (203)264-5098.
Full list of Bent of the River Events

Audubon Sharon Events
Enchanted Forest
October 16 & 17, 6:30-8:00 pm
Age: Families with young children (preK-2nd grade)   Admission: $4.00 Adults, $4.00 Children
Raccoons, skunks and foxes, OH MY!  No need to fear these critters at the Enchanted Forest.  Guided groups will meet these friendly costumed animal characters and some more of their friends along the trail and hear how the animals live their lives on the Audubon grounds.  After the tour, which lasts approximately 45 minutes, participants can enjoy a cup of hot chocolate inside the Center building before taking a hayride back to the parking area.  This non-scary program is ideal for children up to 8 years old and their families.  Tours begin every 10-15 minutes between the hours of 6:30 and 8:00pm Participants should bring an extra flashlight if available.   *Adult volunteers are needed for this event! Please contact Wendy at the Center if you are interested in being a tour guide or a costumed character.  
Fall Colors Paddling Trip on the Upper Housatonic
October 18, 9:00am-4:00pm
Join Art Gingert, former HAS Field Trip Chairman, avid kayaker and outdoor photographer/naturalist for an adventurous day of river paddling on the beautiful upper reaches of the Housatonic River, from Sheffield MA to Bartholomew’s Cobble in Ashley Falls.  This section of the river offers many meanders, scenic vistas of the Mount Riga Plateau, and is a lovely riparian corridor lined with stately silver maples.  Current is slow, Class 1, with some riffles but no rapids. PFDs (life vests) are required, and no small children on this trip, please.  Kayaks or canoes are welcome, and participants are limited to 14 in number. We will meet in Sheffield at 9AM, at our river put-in, organize gear and set up the shuttle with cars waiting for us at the take-out at trip’s end.  Registration is required.
 
Audubon Kids’ Day
October 25, 12-3 pm
Age: Families with young children[image: image4.jpg]



Admission: $7.00 per carload
Calling all kids, parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles! Audubon Kids’ Day is a great way to spend an autumn afternoon together having fun in the outdoors. Haywagon rides, a haybale maze, cool kids’ crafts and new fun games are just part of the fun!  Children who try out the games receive a special key that allows them access to the treasure chest, filled with lots of fun toys!  Great food, such as hamburgers and hot dogs, pumpkin pie and candy apples are available as well.  There’s so much to do in so little time!   Children are encouraged to come in costume and join in the costume parade led by a real marching band!  Tell all your friends, and carpool...admission is only $7.00 per carload!
 

Full list of Sharon Fall Events

	

Local Bird Conservation News
Agreement Reached to Conserve Former Griswold Airport Property:  Provides window of opportunity to protect critical acreage at globally Important Bird Area
The Trust for Public Land announced today that it has reached an agreement to purchase 42 acres of land known as theGriswold Airport from Madison Landing Company, LLC, a subsidiary of LeylandAlliance LLC. The agreement offers the Town of Madison a unique opportunity to purchase the property for both passive and active uses, while protecting this important natural area from the imminent threat of residential development.
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Both Audubon Connecticut and the Menunkatuck Audubon Society have had long histories of involvement in efforts to protect Griswold Airport, which had been approved as a site for 127 units of housing.   Audubon provided key support to opponents throughout the approval process for the proposed development and provided testimony during both the 2001 and 2004 hearings in front of the Planning and Zoning Commission.  We also nominated the site for funding to be protected both as an addition to Hammonasset Beach State Park and the Stewart B. McKinney NWR. The Menunkatuck Audubon Society was an intervenor in the development proposal and a key opponent of the project.  “Audubon is thrilled about this news,” said Thomas Baptist, Executive Director for Audubon Connecticut.  “We look forward to working with TPL and other partners to ensure that this golden opportunity does not pass us by.” 
 

The 42-acre property, located on the Boston Post Road, is adjacent toHammonasset State Park and includes prime wetland habitat, upland forest, and significant frontage along the Hammonasset River. The former airport property was sold to Leyland Alliance in 2007 and permits to construct 127 units of housing on the land were subsequently granted. In 2008 The Town of Madison invited the Connecticut office of The Trust for Public Land(TPL), a national conservation organization, to negotiate with Leyland Alliance for a conservation solution.  
“TPL is delighted to provide this significant opportunity to add to Madison’s charming character and protect the Griswold Airport land from development, creating a new community park where families of all ages can be active and enjoy nature,” said Alicia Betty, project and development manager with The Trust for Public Land. “This land represents one of the last remaining chances to protect such a large parcel along the coast of Connecticut.”
The conservation goals for the property are to maintain the land as natural open space with walking trails and viewing areas along the river, with the potential to restore a portion of the grasslands to accommodate a variety of birds. On the front portion of the property, closest to the Post Road, Town officials potentially envision several recreational fields for use by Town families and possibly a small area reserved for future commercial use compatible with a park.
Audubon will be working with the Trust for Public Land and the Town to seek a variety of grants and other outside funding sources in order to reduce the cost to the Town. In addition, the balance of the purchase price would be funded through a private capital campaign to be conducted by The Trust for Public Land , Audubon and other partners.
 

Local citizens, including the volunteer group called Stop Griswold Overdevelopment (SGOD) had contested Leyland Alliance’s proposed development on the former airport property for years.  SGOD was concerned about the density of the proposed development and the impact its community septic system would have on the land and Long Island Sound. 
“I could not be more delighted that The Trust for Public Land has secured the purchase of th[image: image6.jpg]


e Griswold Airport land. So many people have worked hard over the last eight years to bring us to this point,” said William McCullough, with Stop Griswold Overdevelopment. “The citizens of Madison and our leaders are presented with an opportunity that almost certainly will be our last chance to save this land.”   
The land has more than 400 feet of Hammonasset River frontage and a 2000-foot marsh land border with the Hammonasset State Park . It also consists of approximately 10 acres of salt marsh and 32 upland acres. It is part of the Atlantic coastal flyway and serves as a key breeding ground for finfish in the Hammonasset River leading out to Long Island Sound. In 2004 the area was recognized by Audubon Connecticut as a globally Important Bird Area of global significance because of the nesting population of Saltmarsh Sparrows, as well as many other species of birds that rely on the habitats of the park. 

More Information on Bird Conservation

	

Stratford Point Officially Recognized as part of the Mouth of the Housatonic River IBA
As part of the second annual Stratford Bird Festival, Audubon Connecticut presented the Connecticut Audubon Society with IBA signs in official recognition of the site being included within the Milford Point/Wheeler Marsh/Mouth of the Housatonic River IBA.  Audubon had always intended for Stratford Point to be included within this IBA complex, but it was never formally recognized as such.  This IBA complex also includes nearby Short Beach Park in Stratford. 


Nesting Ospreys in Greenwich
Tom Baptist reports that the success of nesting ospreys in Greenwich in 2009 was less than in recent years.  The reason for this is not known but may involve an increase in human disturbance near active nests, cooler temperatures and abundant rainfall this season.  Ten nests produced fourteen fledglings, with the most successful nests occurring in ByramHarbor, Greenwich Cove and Chimney Corners.  Two of the four nests in Cos Cob Harbor did not produce any fledglings, and the nest at Eagle Pond at Greenwich Point was also unsuccessful.  In 2007, nine nests fledged twenty-two young. Audubon has led the effort to re-establish a nesting population of Ospreys in Greenwich since 1990.


Audubon Connecticut's Board of Directors Meeting
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Katie O’Brien, Audubon Connecticut Chair, and Tom Baptist, Executive Director, are joined by Paul Butler and Craig Lee at the September 16, 2009 meeting of the Audubon CT Board of Directors.   Mr. Butler is Executive Director of RARE, an international conservation organization, and Mr. Lee is Vice President of International Programs for National Audubon Society.   At the meeting, the Board heard presentations describing the international, national and state programs to conserve key habitats and threatened species of birds.
 

 

 



Audubon at Home

Tip of the Month:
Getting ready to rake those fallen leaves?  Put them to use in garden beds as mulch and foraging areas for birds.  Don’t have the time to rake?  Instead of picking up the leaf blower, leave them on the lawn and shred with the mower.  Your lawn will thank you in the Spring.
More Information on Audubon at Home


      If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org
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