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 Audubon at Home 

	

Save the Date! 

What: Organic Lawn Workshop for Homeowner's & Garden Clubs
When: November 13th, 2008
Where: Greenwich Center , Kiernan Hall
Time: 9:15 am - 11:00 am
More Information: See below or contact Christy Pennoyer at 203-869-5272 x225 to RSVP.
What: Annual Connecticut Forest Conservation and Forestry Research Forum 
When: Tuesday, November 25, 2008
Where: Uconn Storrs, RomeBallroom
Time: 8:00 am - 4:00 pm
More Information: Please contact Patrick Comins for additional information pcomins@audubon.org (203)264-5098.
What: Christmas Bird Counts
When: Across CT
More Information: Find your local contact to find out about Christmas Bird Counts in your area! http://ct.audubon.org/BirdSci_BirdConservationNews.html
 

	

Audubon Center at Bent of the River - An Introduction
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In 1934, Howard G.B. and Althea Ward Clark bought the Bent’s core land from the Mitchell family who had farmed here since the 1750’s.  The purchase price was $15,000 and included the house, barn and 350 acres of land. Over time, the Clarks purchased another hundred acres from various neighbors. 

The Clarks maintained the Bent as a private estate for sixty years. Renting some of the fields to local farmers, they also kept their own sheep and horses. Grazing helped keep the fields open. The Clarks did not take any timber from the forests, so many of the trees are well over one hundred years old. Because the forests have been undisturbed during that period, many of the native ferns, wildflowers and other woodland plants have returned.                                                                                       

 Photo: Leslie Kane

Audubon received the Bent in 1993 from Althea Clark’s estate. At that time, it was totaled 460 acres.  In November 2000, Audubon purchased another ninety-two acres, called Sachem’s Ridge, to protect the ridgeline and several valuable wetlands and vernal pools to the northwest.  Along with another hundred, contiguous acres where Audubon holds conservation easements (Pinetree and Crider Easements), the Center now protects over a square mile of land.The Center Director lives in the Clark House.  Audubon also provides office space for the Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition.  Photo: Leslie Kane
 

Recent Research at Bent of the River 

This summer was a busy season for researchers here at the Bent of the River. Birds, rodents, and snakes were all subjects of study from three different organizations. Researchers put in many hours banding, trapping, and searching for the objects of their studies and a few interesting discoveries have been found.

Currently, researchers from Yale University are live trapping small mammals to determine which species are carrying ticks and how many. The ticks are then removed and examined in the lab to determine if they are carrying the bacterium that causes lyme disease. Yale has expanded their research and partnered with M.A.P.S. researchers to include the occurrence of ticks on birds. Consequently, the researchers have trapped dozens of small mammals. Along with the ubiquitous white-footed mouse and meadow voles, a surprising find for Bent of the River staff was a masked shrew. Though not uncommon in Connecticut , it was the first documented one found on the Center property; another check to add to our Checklist of Mammals!
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As mentioned previously, M.A.P.S. (Monitoring Avian Productivity and Survivorship) researchers sweated through another hot and humid summer and wrapped up their research for the year this past October. The usual suspects were caught in mist nets then banded and released to continue on their merry way. Blue-wing warblers, Prairie warblers, Field sparrows, and Wood thrushes, though commonly caught here at Bent of the River, continue to be rather uncommon throughout the rest of Connecticut . 

Citizen Science project Nest-box Monitoring was aided this summer with the addition of cub scouts from Southbury. The scouts and their families took turns monitoring the nest boxes located in the North Meadow. Baby Blue birds and Tree Swallows were successfully fledged from a number of boxes,  

Photo: Al Erickson                   Blue-winged Warbler        and the scouts enjoyed seeing the baby birds mature and at the same time                                                                                                        

                                                                             contributed to the scientific processes.
The Connecticut Herpetological league conducted an informal survey of the property early this fall and made a rather accidental discovery. Scouring the fields and rocky slopes in search of the still yet to be found on Center property - copperheads and timber rattlers, the researchers only turned up the usual suspects: black rat snakes, garter snakes, and ring-neck snakes, yet were convinced we had the "right" habitat for many other species. The accidental discovery was a red-bellied snake, which was the unfortunate victim of a car strike. Snakes often bask in the sun on our drive-way; unfortunately, this puts them in a dangerous position as it is hard for drivers to spot most of these cryptically colored critters. As it turns out, this red-bellied snake is the first to be documented in all of New Haven County . Researchers are eager to make another appearance this spring in hopes of finding those "other" species we're sure to have. 

As a side note- weeks later a baby milk snake was found dead on the trails but still a first for Bent of the River.

	

Stratford Great Meadows Marsh including Long Beach West/Pleasure Beach To Be Recognized as an Important Bird Area By Audubon
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Stratford CT - October 4, 2008 -As part of the first annual Stratford Bird Fest, Audubon Connecticut, the state organization of the National Audubon Society, recognized the Stratford Great Meadows marsh and Long Beach West/Pleasure Beach barrier beach complex as an Important Bird Area (IBA) on October 4th, 2008.  Audubon also announced a $50,000 funding commitment, through the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and the Jeniam Foundation, to develop a conservation plan for the area that will incorporate broad community input from both Stratford and Bridgeport residents.
This area will be the 27th addition to Audubon Connecticut 's Important
Bird Areas inventory, joining 12 other Connecticut IBAs within the                                                                  Photo: Jay Koripsky
boundaries of the Long Island Sound estuary. The IBA program is a 

voluntary, non-regulatory global effort coordinated in the U.S. by the National Audubon Society. 
The goal of Audubon Connecticut 's IBA program is to identify a network of key areas in the state that support sustainable populations of birds in greatest need of conservation. For official recognition as an IBA, the site must meet one or more of a set of standardized scientific criteria that were developed by a committee of bird experts from throughout the state. Once an area is identified as an IBA, Audubon Connecticut works with local residents and other conservation partners to develop a conservation plan to improve habitat in the area and find funding to support these efforts.
"IBAs provide a network of essential habitats for many species of birds," said Tom Baptist, Executive Director of Audubon Connecticut.  "Habitat loss and destruction pose a serious threat to resident and migratory birds.  Audubon Connecticut is making the conservation of these special places a top priority, working in cooperation with landowners, land managers, and community organizations to restore, sustain, and enhance healthy bird populations throughout our state."
The Stratford Great Meadows Marsh and Long Beach/Pleasure Beach barrier beach complex is recognized as an IBA because the marsh, dune, and barrier beach in this area provides wintering habitat for waterfowl, raptors, and songbirds; migratory stopover habitat for thousands of migratory shorebirds each year; and is likely a continentally important area for nesting Piping Plovers and Least Terns during the breeding season. The Great Meadows marsh, a unit of the Stewart B. McKinney National Wildlife Refuge, contains the largest block of un-ditched salt marsh (about 225 acres) left in Connecticut. Long Beach West and Pleasure Beach are part of a two-mile coastal barrier beach system that contains sand dunes, tidal wetlands and sand flats.
"Stratford Great Meadows is the fourth unit of the Stewart B McKinney National Wildlife Refuge to be recognized as an IBA," said Richard Potvin, Refuge Manage for the Stewart B McKinney NWR. "This is a great opportunity to extend our successful partnership with Audubon Connecticut to the continued conservation of this critically important area."
"Bridgeport is incredibly fortunate to have this irreplaceable natural resource right in our own backyard," said Mayor Finch of Bridgeport. "We look forward to working with Audubon and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to protect and restore access to Pleasure Beach to give Bridgeport residents a place in their own city where they can experience and connect with nature" 
"Long Beach West being designated as an Important Bird Area by Audubon Connecticut is another strong example of why this parcel needs to be protected and preserved forever," said Stratford Mayor James R. Miron. "I urge the community to support the transfer of Long Beach West to the US Fish & Wildlife on Election Day."
Melissa Spear, Connecticut State Director of the Trust for Public Land, commented:   "I am pleased that Audubon is publicly acknowledging the value of this incredible resource.  Such important bird habitat located in the midst of one of Connecticut's most densely populated areas provides a unique opportunity to connect people with nature.  Adding Long Beach West and Pleasure Beach to the Stewart B. McKinney preserve will get people back onto this stunning property and ensure this connection gets made." 
Audubon Connecticut is currently working with a coalition of environmental organizations including the Trust for Public Land, the Connecticut Audubon Society, Soundkeeper, Connecticut Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound, the Stratford Conservation Commission, and others seeking to permanently protect Long Beach West and Pleasure Beach , and improve public access to the area.
More Information


This Winter's Finch Forecast Released
Each fall Ron Pittaway from the Ontario Field Ornithologists issues a forecast for finch irruptions for the coming winter.  The main question this year is what will the crossbills do? Both White-winged and Red Crossbills are known to wander widely throughout the continent in search of cone crops when winter supplies fail on their regular breeding grounds.  Both species wandered widely this summer and there are early indications that at least White-winged Crossbills will be irrupting... At least one has been recorded at Lighthouse Point Park.    Keep your eyes and ears open in case we end up being their Florida this winter.  Cone crops are poor in the Atlantic Provinces, which may bode well for us.
A repeat of last winter's spectacular Pine Grosbeak invasion is unlikely as crops are excellent in western Canada. An influx of Bohemian Waxwings is also unlikely for the same reason.  Purple Finches will likely move south, and reports of migrants in Connecticut are already coming in.  Whether or not they stay in our area is always up in the air.   
Pine Siskins have already started to move and mid-October has featured some spectacular movements of this species including 2,900 at Lighthouse Point Park, 780 flying over Quaker Ridge and over 2,500 at nearby Chestnut Ridge, NY all on October 13th.  Large flocks numbering in the hundreds have continued at both Quaker Ridge and Lighthouse Point Park through October 21st. We never know if they will just be passing through or if some will remain in our area for the winter.
Redpolls may come south as the birch crops upon which they depend are poor in the north of Canada, but they may remain north of Connecticut as the catkins are more abundant in southern Canada.  Perhaps keep an eye out for a late winter movement.
Keep your eyes and ears on the sky and keep your feeders full!
For more details please see:
http://ebird.org/content/ebird/news/ron-pittaways-winter-finch-forecast-2008-2009

	

Audubon Connecticut Applauds Guilford Land Deal 
Audubon Connecticut, the state organization of the National Audubon Society joined the Town of Guilford, DEP and Congresswoman Rosa DeLauro today to announce an agreement to protect 624 acres of high tidal marsh, open grassland and forested uplands adjacent to the East River. According to Tom Baptist, Executive Director of Audubon Connecticut: “This action will conserve one of Guilford’s most valuable natural treasures located one of the most ecologically important areas of the state, the East River Corridor.” Guilford’s Board of Selectmen has already voted to approve the agreement and today’s announcement is the first step in the process that will lead to a town referendum on the project. 
Go to http://ct.audubon.org/News_PressRelease_October24th2008.html to read the full press release.

	

Hawk Watch Summary by Brian Bielfelt
Every year brings something new to Quaker Ridge, this is no more apparent then than the difference in my three seasons at Quaker Ridge.  Last year, despite a low number of Broad-winged Hawks, we had a record year for of 7 species.  This year, however, we have had a large number of Broad-winged Hawks and an average to a below average year for many other species.  

This is the first year since 1995 that we've been above average for Broad-winged Hawks.  On September 18, we had 13,000+ Broad-winged Hawks.  This is the fifth best day in the 38 years of hawk watching at Quaker Ridge.  Where as Broad-winged Hawks are having their fifth best season, kestrel and harriers numbers at this site are down.  Both species are down substantially from the previous two years: kestrels are down by nearly 250 and harriers are down by 150. 

One bird that is having a break out year is the Turkey Vulture, which has had a record day of 192.  Already, we have over 900 Turkey Vultures, already a phenomenal season with another month yet to go.  Cooper's Hawks have also had a good year, with a record day of 88.  Bald Eagles are having their second best year with 139 seen so far; the record year was 173 set in 2007.  Merlins, peregrines, Sharp-shinned Hawks and several other raptors are showing an above average year but nothing near being a record year.  The highlight thus far was an immature dark-morph Swainson's Hawk seen on September 19th.  Swainson's Hawks are rare in the East and dark-morphs are even more rare.  

The season is still running and it is prime time for vultures, Golden Eagles, Red-tailed Hawks, Red-shouldered Hawks, and Northern Goshawk. 

Season To Date:
Black Vulture: 21                                              Broad-winged Hawk: 18,705

Turkey Vulture: 916                                          Red-tailed Hawk: 139

Osprey: 719                                                      Swainson's Hawk: 1

Bald Eagle: 139                                                 Rough-legged Hawk: 0

Northern Harrier: 143                                        Golden Eagle: 2

Sharp-shinned Hawk: 2,944                              American Kestrel: 452

Cooper's Hawk: 496                                         Merlin: 64 

Northern Goshawk: 3                                        Peregrine Falcon: 27

Red-shouldered Hawk: 70                                 Unknown: 136 

More Information 

	

Cove Island Park IBA Restoration Success on WNPR 
The Important Bird Area at Cove Island Park was featured as an example of a restoration success story on WNPR on the Thursday October 17th edition of BirdNote. 
The show can be heard and downloaded by going to http://www.birdnote.org/birdnote.cfm?id=1546.  
Go to http://ct.audubon.org/BirdSci_Coveisland.html for more information and to see before and after photos of the Park 



	

USFS Grant to Create Biotic Atlas
Audubon Connecticut , University of Connecticut , and Connecticut DEP recently submitted a grant to the U.S. Forest Service to create a multi-taxa biotic atlas. This grant proposal was developed to address one of the biggest impediments to effective conservation in the east: not knowing where species of interest actually occur. Dealing with this lack of data is especially difficult for widespread forest species that don't form obvious concentrations, like Wood Thrush and Cerulean Warbler, both of which are high priorities for Audubon. If our proposal is chosen, we will be using citizen-science data and remotely-sensed GIS layers to predict species distributions for multiple taxa, including birds. With these new data in hand, we will be able to identify IBAs strategically and efficiently, direct appropriate siting of alternative energies, and work proactively to protect the most important habitat before these areas are proposed for development, among other things. We should know by January - keep your fingers crossed!                                                                   

	

Great Captain's Island Conservation Plan Update
On October 21st Chris Field Audubon Connecticut's IBA Coordinator and Stephanie Schmidt from Manomet Center for Conservation Science presented an overview of the draft conservation plan for Great Captains Island, one of Greenwich's 3 recognized Important Bird Areas.  

Below is the executive summary of the draft conservation plan:

The following Great Captains Island Important Bird Area Conservation Plan was created with the overarching goal to protect and promote the existing wading bird breeding colony. This 17 acre island in southwestern Connecticut not only has one of the largest heron and egret colony's in southern New England but it is a relatively undeveloped offshore island; a rare and unique habitat in the highly developed western Long Island Sound region. The island is treasured by the community as a recreation area, for its historic lighthouse; and since the 1990's, for the breeding colony of Great Egret (Ardea alba), Black-crowned Night-Heron (Nycticorax nycticorax), and Snowy Egret (Egretta thula), in addition to Great Black-backed (Larus marinus) and Herring Gulls (L. argentatus). While the colony uses the island for nesting, the surrounding foraging areas in Connecticut and New York are equally important to the continued sustainability of the birds. 
The overall goals for the island are the following: [image: image5.jpg]



1. Incorporate management actions within the Conservation Area to support an enduring and healthy breeding population of wading birds; 

2. Foster communication among stakeholders in order to encourage best management practices that will support the wading bird colony as well as integrate the island's multiuse objectives; 

3. Develop a robust education component that delivers, to stakeholders, managers, and the public, the importance of and encourages ownership in this unique heronry and associated important foraging areas; 

Photo: Tom Baptist
4. Improve the protection and health of the overall foraging area habitat; 

5. Establish inventory, monitoring, and research programs to address the gaps in information on wildlife species other than the target species, to measure the success of management actions, and investigate questions regarding the target species, their management, as well as other wildlife species. 

The most immediate threats to these birds are human disturbance in the colony and in foraging areas, and the risk of predation from small mammals. Management actions that address these threats will provide the best chances of success for a viable bird population on the island. Additional protection efforts, research and monitoring of key resources, and outreach to the public, on the island and in the foraging area region, will provide the best chances of success for an enduring wading bird colony and a proud heritage for the Town of Greenwich. 

Read the whole draft copy of the conservation plan at: http://www.audubonct.org.
Comments and questions about the plan can be directed to the Chris Field, IBA Coordinator at cfield@audubon.org or 203-264-0520

	

Project FeederWatch Benefits Birds and People: Connection with nature promotes wellness
Ithaca, NY-​More than 100 studies have shown that getting closer to nature reduces stress and promotes a feeling of well-being in children and adults. So, filling feeders and counting the birds that visit may be just what the doctor ordered! For more than 20 years, that's what participants in the Cornell Lab of Ornithology's Project FeederWatch have been doing-​benefitting themselves and the birds.
Go to http://www.birds.cornell.edu/pr/pfw08_pr.html for the full article.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology is a membership institution dedicated to interpreting and conserving the earth's biological diversity through research, education, and citizen science focused on birds. Visit the Lab's web site at http://www.birds.cornell.edu .

	

Naugatuck State Forest Questionnaire
Naugatuck State Forest (West & East Blocks) is a 3,436-acre multi-use state owned forest managed by the Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection and located along the Naugatuck River in Beacon Falls, Bethany, Naugatuck, and Oxford . Naugatuck State Forest was recognized as an Important Bird Area (IBA) by Audubon Connecticut in 2004 for its high quality shrubland and forest that provide habitat for state-listed and Audubon WatchList species, and serve as stopover habitat for migrating landbirds. Identifying the forest as an IBA makes it part of a global network of sites that have been recognized for their importance to birds.
As part of the IBA program, a Conservation Plan is being developed for the forest. The purpose of the Conservation Plan is to document the existing attributes and needs of the Naugatuck State Forest and to outline a plan for the management and conservation of this important and unique resource. We would appreciate participation from individuals and groups who have particular knowledge of the forest and who would like to contribute to the development of this plan.    
To obtain the questionnaire, please visit http://ct.audubon.org/BirdSci_BirdConservationNews.html 

	

Sanctuary open house opens doors to nature                                                                                                                             
9/21/08 
By Jason R. Vallee 
Record-Journal staff 
CHESHIRE - Nestled in the woods at 1881 Cheshire St., just north of the intersection with East Johnson Avenue, sits a place where birds fly free, animals regularly stop to watch passersby and visitors have a chance to learn about the environment.
The Riverbound Farm Sanctuary is one of the best kept secrets in Cheshire , according to residents such as Janine Clarkson. An open house hosted by the Quinnipiac Valley Audubon Society Sunday afternoon aimed to provide exposure and help raise [image: image6.jpg]


environmental awareness locally.
"This is a resource and a property we really want people to discover," said Loretta Victor, president of the local Audubon Society. "So many people just drive by each day and never stop. We want to show them that this is a gem people just don't know about."
On 23.4 acres of open space, Riverbound Farm and the Audubon Society have activities for the avid nature enthusiast and the casual visitor.
The centerpiece of the property is the Riverbound Farm historical house, an 1814 home that contains displays of local animals. Outside, guests can walk one of three paths that lead to activities including a butterfly garden, a bird observation center and a working teepee with fireplace.
Photo: Tom Baptist
Clarkson said she and her family have been coming to the property regularly for several years after they were convinced by Eric Eichorn, vice president of the Audubon Society, to check it out.

She said she now comes regularly with her husband, Steve, and their 9-year-old daughter, Bryn.

"There's so much to do around here and it can be so relaxing," she said. "We often come after dinner and we've seen rabbits, birds and deer on more than one occasion as we've walked the paths."

But Sunday's event wasn't simply about showing the property. Both Victor and Eichorn both said the society approaches their open houses with a hope that they can teach people more about how to protect the environment.

They were able to do so Sunday with the help of Katie Wendt and Kayla Fitzgerald, freshmen at Southington High School . The girls set up a display encouraging recycling and challenged guests to "save the world one piece of trash at a time."

"Something like recycling is such a simple task and takes so little time," said Wendt, who created the display as part of a project for a class at the SHS vocational agriculture center. "If everyone were to recycle just one piece a week, it would make an immediate difference."

Eichorn said the center also provides hands-on learning opportunities for younger children and will be offering a program for the second-graders at Doolittle School in October.

The program will include a "nature detectives" game that will challenge the students to look closely at the land around them for signs of animal life.

"We just want people to have respect for the world around them," Eichorn said. "To us, it may seem like an area to play but for these animals, the forest is what they call home. That's the message we want to deliver to everyone."

For more information on QVAS and Riverbound Farm go to http://www.pages.drexel.edu/~jjf46/index.html

	

Public Policy & Advocacy 
Vote on Long Beach West
More than 10 years ago, when Patrick Comins, Director of Bird Conservation at Audubon Connecticut, was starting his career in conservation conducting bird surveys for the USFWS Stewart B. McKinney Refuge, he fell in love with the rich diversity of wildlife at Long Beach West and Pleasure Beach, a 2-mile long barrier beach that lies adjacent to the Refuge's Great Meadows Unit just off the coast of Stratford and Bridgeport.  Today, Audubon Connecticut is at the forefront of a major effort to achieve permanent protection of the area by making it part of the National Wildlife Refuge System.  

For more than four years, Audubon has been working with state and local lawmakers, and leading a coalition of conservation organizations that includes Citizens Campaign for the Environment, CFE/Save the Sound, Connecticut Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy, the Stratford Conservation Commission, Soundkeeper, and The Nature Conservancy to develop and promote the concept for this newly announced coastal IBA. 

New mayoral administrations in both Stratford and Bridgeport support the sale, as do the Greater Bridgeport and Stratford Business Councils, but efforts really heated last spring when Stratford's mayor initiated negotiations with USFWS represented by the Trust for Public Land (TPL).  After months of testy deliberations, a deal was reached, and the Stratford Town Council has put approval of the sale on the ballot for November 4th.  

In response, Stratford residents have jumped in to work with the coalition - - writing letters to the editor, distributing leaflets, attending public meetings and putting up lawn signs.  Still, public opinion is hard to gauge in this community and Election Day will be a long one as we await the outcome of this key conservation vote!

Audubon Serving on Bridgeport Committee
Sandy Breslin, Audubon's Director of Governmental Affairs, has been named a member of the Pleasure Beach Revitalization Committee by State Representative Don Clemons who chairs the group. She joins a group of Bridgeport officials and community leaders, along with a representative of the DEP who will be looking at ways to restore Pleasure Beach to public use. The group kicked off its first meeting with a boat trip to Pleasure Beach where members were struck by the beauty and seemingly sound condition of many of the existing structures, as well as the abundance of wildlife thriving a mere stone's throw from I-95 and downtown Bridgeport.  Funded by a $150,000 grant from the State of Connecticut that was sponsored by Speaker of the House, Jim Amann and supported by Governor Rell, the group will be meeting regularly over the winter to devise a plan for bringing residents back to Pleasure Beach.   

Power of Partnership Brings Funding to Coastal Effort
Audubon's recent announcement of $50,000 in grant funding for IBA conservation planning at the Great Meadows Unit of the Stewart B. McKinney NWR including Long Beach West and Pleasure Beach made possible by generous grants from Emily McKay, the Jeniam Foundation, and the Long Island Sound Futures Fund (National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and LISS) is part of a concerted effort to raise funding for the effort to conserve this area. Behind the scenes, Audubon has been working to help its chief partner in this effort, the Trust For Public Land, find funding to remove approximately 40 dilapidated cottages from Long Beach West.  

Just this month, TPL was awarded $52,000 from the Dissolved Oxygen Benefit Fund for the Western Long Island Sound and Jamaica Bay. The fund comprises a settlement to resolve nitrogen limit violations by NYC Water Pollution Control Plants pooled with additional monies from a 1993 settlement to mitigate the impact of fuel storage tanks at John F. Kennedy International Airport on Jamaica Bay. Trustees for the DO Fund include the: Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection, Long Island Soundkeeper, New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYC DEP), New York New Jersey Baykeeper, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, and Port Authority of New York and New Jersey (Port Authority). The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation manages the DO Fund for the Trustees.

At the awards ceremony, Lynn Dwyer, Assistant Director of NWF's Eastern Partnership Office, acknowledged the key role Audubon has played in raising awareness of the Great Meadows area and in supporting TPL's application.  This DO Fund support will be added to a $50,000 challenge grant Trust for Public Land received in the spring from DEP's Long Island Sound License Plate Fund with support from Audubon. Both of the TPL grants require a match, and estimates are it may take several million to fully restore the Stratford portion of this barrier beach, but this funding marks a good start. After years of neglect, the Audubon and TPL partnership has succeeded in securing $150,000 in funding in just a short time.  We hope it bodes well for the future of our joint efforts.
More Information
LIS Hill Briefing
Audubon’s Long Island Sound (LIS) Campaign made quite a splash on Capital Hill this September with a LIS Briefing for Congressional staff from Connecticut and New York. Working with the offices of Congressmen Chris Shays and Steve Israel, co-chairs of the Congressional LIS Caucus, as well as expert staff from the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), Sandy Breslin, Director of Governmental Affairs for Audubon Connecticut, Sean Mahar, Director of Governmental Affairs and Communications for Audubon New York, and Brian Moore, Director of Budget and Appropriations for National Audubon Society participated in planning and speaking at the event designed to introduce Hill staff to LIS, the EPA’s LIS Study, and give an overview of stewardship and water quality funding needs. Nancy Seligson, co-chair of the LIS Citizen’s Advisory Committee, Mark Tedesco, Director of EPA’s Long Island Sound Study, and Lynn Dwyer, Assistant Director of NFWF’s Eastern Partnership Office joined Audubon in the presentations. 

By all accounts the event was a success - - in spite of concerns about the financial crisis that were just starting to overtake the Capital at the time. Audubon’s plan is for this briefing to become an annual or semi annual event bringing stakeholders and the Congressional delegations together in support of LIS programs and funding.  Special thanks are owed to staff members Kate Brown (Shays) and Swati Bindra (Israel) for hosting and coordinating the event. 

	

Get Involved! 
What Are Your Legislative Priorities for 2009?
As we race toward Election Day, Audubon Connecticut is already hard at work on its legislative agenda for next year. Our Board of Directors approved a set of state and federal legislative priorities for 2009 at their quarterly meeting held at Quinnipiac Valley Audubon Society's Riverbound Farm in September. Take a look at Audubon’s list and send us your thoughts and suggestions for issues of importance to you and your community in the upcoming year!

Go to http://ct.audubon.org/IA_Advocacy_AnnualStateAgendas2009.html to see the 2009 Priorities

Step Up to the Plate for Wildlife! 

With your help, the best wildlife viewing along Connecticut’s highways this winter may not be the raptor perched on the nearest light pole, but the license plate on the car in front of you! In 2003, Audubon Connecticut successfully advocated for creation of a Connecticut Wildlife Conservation License Plate that went on sale in 2004.  Since that time, sales of both the Eagle and Bobcat version of the plate have been slow. This is especially unfortunate because revenue from the plate is the only funding source dedicated solely to DEP’s Wildlife Division! 

Recent reports that revenue from the plate somehow diverts funding from DEP are not true. In fact, funds from the plate are important not only in themselves, but as a match for federal State Wildlife Grant (SWG) funding - - an annual program that has brought an average of roughly $600,000 to DEP for wildlife, fisheries, and forestry staff and operations each year since 2001. (More about SWG in January’s E-News!)  

Surprisingly, though more than 1 million state residents regularly enjoy wildlife watching, only about 1,100 plates have been sold to date. If we can reach the tipping point of 2,000 plate sales by the end of 2008, DMV will begin to stock plates in every local office and display them to the public along with the better known Long Island Sound, Keep Kids Safe, Animal Population, and Greenways plates.  But until we reach that 2000-sale goal, the Wildlife plates are not on display nor are they available at local DMV offices. All plates must be special ordered. 

With the holidays fast approaching, now is the time to order your Connecticut Wildlife Conservation License Plate. Start the New Year sporting an Eagle or Bobcat plate - - a great gift for the holidays and for Connecticut’s wildlife!

For more information:  http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2723&q=325714&depNav_GID=1655

	

Audubon at Home In Greenwich
In our continuing effort to reduce the use of synthetic pesticides and fertilizers that are damaging to birds, wildlife, humans and the environment, we are hosting another workshop on Organic Lawns on Thursday November 13th at 9:30 AM. Chip Osborne, nationally recognized expert, will do the presentation following an introduction by Jay Feldman, Executive Director of Beyond Pesticides, the national education and advocacy group. This event is for homeowners and garden clubs and is open to the public. All are welcome. There is a $10.00 suggested contribution. RSVP: 203-869-5272 x225 or cpennoyer@audubon.org.
More Information on Audubon at Home  
Tip of the Month 
It's that time of year again!  When we crank up our thermostats and let all that energy and money go out the window...literally!  Seal and insulate your home now:

Seal Air Leaks - The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) estimates that air leakage accounts for up to 10 percent of a homeowner's annual energy bill, or about $70 per year for an average U.S. household. Your first priorities are sealing your attic and basement. Then do windows, doors, vents, electrical sockets, and anywhere else air is escaping. If you're having trouble finding leaks, you can hire a professional to pinpoint them with a blower door test or infrared technology. 

Keep Cold Air Out - Windows and doors account for as much as 30 percent of a house's heat loss or gain. If your windows and doors are in good shape, it will be cost-effective to boost their efficiency by weather-stripping and caulking, fitting them with storm panels, and installing insulating curtains and blinds. 

 

[From Audubon's Energy Guide "Power to the People"]

More ways to Be Part of the Solution  


 If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
 For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org 
