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Save the Date!
What: Lighthouse Point Park Migration Festival 

When: Sunday, September 27, 2009 
Where: Lighthouse Point Park, New Haven, CT

More Information: Come celebrate the spectacle and mystery of migration at one of the best places to see migrating wild hawks in New England!  Go to http://ct.audubon.org/PDFs/LighthousePt09_MigrationSchedule.pdf for the full schedule of events.


What:  2nd Annual Stratford Birding Festival 
When: Saturday, October 3, 2009, 9AM to 4PM 
Where: Perry House, 1128 West Broad Street, Stratford, CT
More Information:  Festival will include events and activities at three different sites, as well special pre-event walk on Friday and post-event walk on Sunday.  Learn more at: http://greatmeadowsmarsh.org/


Legislative Forums coming to an Audubon Center near you! 
Audubon invites you to the only forum in Greenwich that is focused solely on Environmental Priorities for 2010 Session of the Connecticut’s General Assembly.
Wednesday, December 16, 2009 from 8:00-9:30 am at the Greenwich Town Hall. 
The event features State Senator L. Scott Frantz (R-36), and State Representatives Livvy R. Floren (R-149), Lile R. Gibbons (R-150), and Fred Camillo (D-151).  Moderated by Sandy Breslin, Audubon Connecticut’s Director for Government Affairs and Hosted by:  Audubon Greenwich’s Public Policy Committee.  Don’t miss this special chance to hear from our elected officials on key environmental matters.  Questions are welcome and encouraged.  Free admission. RSVPs are appreciated: 203 869-5272 x239 or email jcordulack@audubon.org
 
Coming Soon: The Audubon Center at Bent of the River and Audubon Sharon are in the process of plans for their Legislative Forums.  We’ll let you know once the dates are finalized!  If you are interested in hosting a similar event in your town, contact Sandy Breslin at sbreslin@audubon.org or call (203) 264-5098.  It’s a great way to get to let your elected officials know how important birds and wildlife are to you!


What: Bent of the River's Chocolate Dinner 
When: February 6, 2010 
Where: Westover School, Middlebury, CT
More Information: Come experience a complete dinner in chocolate sponsored by New Morning Natural and Organic! More to come in future newsletters and at the Bent of the River website.
 
What: Bent of the River Festival 
When: May 22, 2010 
Where: Bent of the River, 185 East Flat Hill Road, Southbury, CT
More Information:  This year’s festival will include activities for all ages, a boxed picnic dinner and square dance in the Bent’s historic barn.  More to come in future newsletters and at the Bent of the River website .
 

	

Audubon Center at Bent of the River  
Native Plant Rain Garden at Bent of the River 
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The Bent of the River recently received generous support from local business owner George Stone of Stone Construction and GE to build a rain garden in the Center’s North Parking lot. The Bent of the River’s entrance parking lot suffers yearly in the muddy, rainy spring season. Each year the unpaved entrance area becomes a very sludgy, difficult to negotiate quagmire. With the help of our generous donors this problem is being solved through the careful design and implementation of our new rain garden.  
The central planting island is a layer cake of stone, gravel, sand and topsoil carefully designed and constructed to allow water to seep in from the sides and down through the bottom to drain the parking lot in the wettest seasons. Native plants for the garden have been carefully chosen by the folks at Earthtones in Woodbury, CT.  Planting will be done this fall and by springtime there will be an intact parking lot and a blooming garden!  
Native Plant Nursery Helps Conquer Invasives!
Through a small IBA Grant, Bent of the River is starting its own native plant nursery. This nursery will be used to grow native understory plants for the sanctuary’s forests. Twice a month our volunteer Invasive Plant Strike Force comes to help remove invasive, non-native plants around the Bent of the River. Once the invasives are removed there is often little left in the understory for birds to use as a shrub layer. The removal of the unwanted non-natives can have some negative consequences for several years. Native plants to the rescue! 
The nursery at the Bent of the River will provide an area for native plants to take root.  Transplanting these developed plants so they can begin re-colonizing the areas, where the invasives have been removed, will allow native plants to be the primary growth.  This method will hopefully give the more desirable plants a leg up on the vigorous non-natives. Our nursery plants, when mature enough for replanting, will be used in prime habitat areas that are used by our target forest species: Wood Thrush, Worm-eating Warbler, Scarlet Tanager and Louisiana Waterthrush.
More Information on Bent of the River

	

Audubon Greenwich Events
HawkWatch Festival & Green Bazaar
September 19 & 20, 2009,11:00 am-5:00 pm

Come celebrate the amazing annual migration of raptors often seen above Audubon Greenwich’s hawk counting site, the Quaker Ridge Hawk Watch. This 2-day event will include games, animal exhibits, hikes, talks, live birds of prey shows (1 & 3 pm), special shows (2 pm), and your last chance to enter the hybrid car raffle. Loads of ecofriendly vendors and great food on-site. Check website (greenwich.audubon.org)  for an event schedule & list of exhibitors. Memberships and tickets available at the gate. 

Go Greener Greenwich: “Eco-fair & Sunbake Concert”
Saturday, September 12,2:00-10:00 pm

Visit Audubon’s table downtown at this large community event held in Roger Sherman Baldwin Park, just off of Exit 3 on I-95. Enjoy this familyfriendly event with music, environmental-themed exhibits, eco-friendly vendors and much more. Also, complete an event passport and win passes to the HawkWatch Festival the following weekend. For discounted tickets in advance & more information, visit www.archstreet.org or call 203.629.5744

Full list of Greenwich Fall Events

Audubon Sharon Events
Enchanted Forest
October 16 & 17, 6:30-8:00 pm
Age: Families with young children (preK-2nd grade)
Admission: $4.00 Adults, $4.00 Children
Raccoons, skunks and foxes, OH MY!  No need to fear these critters at the Enchanted Forest.  Guided groups will meet these friendly costumed animal characters and some more of their friends along the trail and hear how the animals live their lives on the Audubon grounds.  After the tour, which lasts approximately 45 minutes, participants can enjoy a cup of hot chocolate inside the Center building before taking a hayride back to the parking area.  This non-scary program is ideal for children up to 8 years old and their families.  Tours begin every 10-15 minutes between the hours of 6:30 and 8:00pm  Participants should bring an extra flashlight if available.   *Adult volunteers are needed for this event! Please contact Wendy at the Center if you are interested in being a tour guide or a costumed character.  If we do not have enough helpers, the event will be held on Friday evening ONLY.  Please call the Center the week of the event to find out if it will be running both nights.
 

Audubon Kids’ Day
October 25, 12-3 pm

Age: Families with young children

Admission: $7.00 per carload

Calling all kids, parents and grandparents, aunts and uncles! Audubon Kids’ Day is a great way to spend an autumn afternoon together having fun in the outdoors. Haywagon rides, a haybale maze, cool kids’ crafts and new fun games are just part of the fun!  Children who try out the games receive a special key that allows them access to the treasure chest, filled with lots of fun toys!  Great food, such as hamburgers and hot dogs, pumpkin pie and candy apples are available as well.  There’s so much to do in so little time!   Children are encouraged to come in costume and join in the costume parade led by a real marching band!  Tell all your friends, and carpool...admission is only $7.00 per carload!
Full list of Sharon Fall Events


	

Local Bird Conservation News
 
Threat to IBA Averted in West Haven
 
A detrimental proposal has been sidelined in West Haven with help from Audubon Connecticut! A few weeks ago we were alerted to a proposal before the City Council in West Haven by a resident seeking permission to loosen restrictions on motorized vehicles on West Haven’s beaches so that motorized paragliders could be launched from the base of Morse (Sandy) Point in West Haven, a recognized IBA. Last night, Patrick Comins attended the City Council and provided testimony.  The proposal has been withdrawn and a major threat to one of Connecticut’s IBAs has been averted for now!  
Our testimony outlined the importance of Sandy Point to Piping Plovers, Least Terns and other birds and outlined several concerns about the proposal including:
[image: image3.jpg]


·   Weakening the ban on motorized vehicles could open the door to additional detrimental activities on West Haven's Beaches. 

·   Even if no additional exceptions are sought, low-flying kites, kite-boards, paragliders or other similar devices cast shadows that are perceived by adult and juvenile birds as an aerial predator causing them to waste precious energy evading the perceived threat.  

·   Enforcement:  How would any restrictions be enforced and would the City have the resources given the current economic climate to devote enforcement resources to Sandy/Morse Point.

·   Section 7 consultation: Will opening this area to such activities require a Section 7 consultation with US Fish and Wildlife Service under the ESA if the activities are slated to occur during the nesting season?

Photo: Piping Plover eggs on an exposed beach. The area is one of the most 
significant nesting locations in CT for the federally threatened Piping Plover 
A perfect example of why they need predatorexlosures and protection at Sandy Point. 
Credit: Patrick Comins
We concluded that the only reasonable solution to safeguarding the integrity of this nesting area would be to move any proposed activities as far from Sandy and Morse Points as possible, thus greatly reducing the threat of disturbance to federally protected birds and other wildlife at this critical natural area.

More Information on Bird Conservation

	

Stratford Accepts Stimulus Funding to Remove Cottages at Long Beach
After almost 10 months of effort, on July 27th the Town of Stratford voted 8-1 to accept $909,000 in federal stimulus funds from USFWS for demolition of the 41 deteriorating cottages at Long Beach West in Stratford. This is a critical next step in the effort to restore and permanently conserve the site, which is both an Important Bird and Inaugural LIS Stewardship Area. 
 

This might seem like it should have been a done deal as soon as the funding was proposed, but the preceding few weeks were tense ones for the Science and Policy team as Audubon organized our grassroots and organizational partners, and engaged directly with all the Town Council members in support of this important vote. 
This decision has been a long time coming. Audubon started working the day after the November election - when Stratford voters overwhelmingly (60-40%) approved an agreement to sell the property to USFWS over a 5-year period - advocating with our DC Policy office for clean water and habitat restoration funding as part of the Stimulus Package. Our top priority habitat restoration project in CT: cottage removal and restoration at Long Beach West. 
The LIS Study Citizen’s Advisory Committee (where Audubon CT co-chairs the Policy Committee) followed our lead and similarly listed Long Beach West as its highest priority project for Stimulus Funds. And once the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act passed in February, our partners at USFWS came through tapping Long Beach West as their highest priority project in the entire 13-state northeast region. 
With this vote, USFWS has now begun to move forward in concert with our partners at TPL to line up contractors, finalize permits, and conduct a hazardous materials survey. USFWS is hoping to be on the ground working by October. 
At the same time, Audubon is moving forward with our IBA conservation planning process for the entire Great Meadows area, including Long Beach and Pleasure Beach. We are finalizing agreements with contractors (one of whom is the CT Audubon Society) to launch our project that is now perfectly timed to feed into the demolition/restoration project. In addition, the US Senate has proposed $2M in funding for acquisition of Long Beach West through the Land and Water Conservation Fund, though the House did not include funding so we continue to work with our delegation on that front. 

	

Fifth Year of Shrubland Bird Research at the Bent of the River Completed
Each summer since 2005, Christy Melhart-Slay, a graduate student at the University of Arkansas, has b een studying the shrubland bird community at the Bent of the River for her doctoral research. In particular, she was studying the breeding biology (including, nest-site selection, survivorship, nest-site fidelity, and the effects of predation) of four focal species: Blue-winged Warbler, Prairie Warbler, Field Sparrow, and Indigo Bunting.
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2009 was the fifth year of the project and for the first time the fieldwork was overseen by Chris Field, Important Bird Areas Coordinator. The goals for this year’s project were to learn more about survivorship and nest-site fidelity. In other words, the adult birds that were around during the first few years of this study are beginning to exceed the limits of longevity for these species and will likely have passed on to the great shrubland in the sky.  Their territories should be supplanted or annexed by new birds, which raises the questions: who are these new birds, and where did they come from? To answer these questions, field researchers captured as many birds as possible and marked each with a unique combination of colored leg bands, thereby giving each bird an identity. With a large population of marked birds, we can easily recapture or resight individuals in future years to determine what propor-tion of the population are new (unbanded) birds, returning adults, or birds that were born at the Bent
Photo: Indigo bunting by Chris Field
We captured 85 birds, 17 of which were banded in past years of the project. All four of our focal species migrate to southern North America and Central America to spend the winter. Individuals that survive the perilous journey return to their breeding grounds in the spring. Some of the survivors, including the 17 birds that were recaptured at the Bent, return to the same area (and sometimes to the field or territory in which they were originally banded), where researchers can resight them and read their unique leg band combination. 
This year’s raw numbers will now be put through the mill in order to see through the noise and obtain a clearer understanding of the Bent’s shrubland bird population. The results can then be used to inform smart management decisions, which will ensure that the Bent of the River remains an Important Bird Area. 


Great year for Roseate Terns on Falkner Island
The terns of Falkner Island, one of Connecticut’s IBAs, had a great nesting season this year.  There were 45 pairs of Roseate Terns nesting this year, which is the largest number in many years, and preliminary data indicate that they had good productivity, i.e. more than 1 chick fledged per pair.  Common Terns are tricky to track out there because there are just so many of them (3000+ pairs, well over 90% of Connecticut's nesting Common Terns), but indications are that they are also having a good year in terms of numbers and productivity.
Audubon provided a small grant to the McKinney Refuge last year to support this critical tern colony through our IBA small matching grants program. This allowed the Refuge to purchase materials to construct newly designed nesting boxes, which were said to be one of the reasons for this successful nesting season. 


Bird Festival Season 

It’s September and that means birds are on the move and birders are flocking to fall birding festivals in Connecticut.  Among the most popular festivals in Connecticut are:
Greenwich HawkWatch Weekend
Audubon Greenwich
September 19 & 20, 2009
11 am - 5 pm, Rain or Shine
http://greenwich.audubon.org/Programs_SpecialEvents.html
Lighthouse Point Park Migration Festival
Lighthouse Point Park, New Haven
Sunday, September 27
8 am- 3 pm (no rain date)
http://www.ctbirding.org/09docs/LighthousePt09.pdf
Stratford Bird Festival
Stratford Point, Stratford
October 3rd
Details to follow at:
http://www.ctbirding.org


Volunteers needed for New Haven Migration Festival
The migration festival at Lighthouse Point Park is Sunday, September 27th, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. We are in need of volunteers for passing out flyers at the entrance and face painting.  Time slots are:  8 - 10, 10 - 12, and 1 - 2, or any amount of time you can commit.  If you would like to volunteer, please let Maria Stockmal know via e-mail at m.stockmal@snet.net.

We are also looking for vendors.  If you are an artist, photographer, or do wildlife crafts and would like to display your work for sale, please let Maria know.  There is no fee.  Table and chairs will be provided.

	

Public Policy & Advocacy
Searching for that Delicate Balance  

 
As this edition of the E-News goes to press, the Connecticut General Assembly has just approved a budget for FY10-11.  After months of stalemate, Governor Rell and state lawmakers finally came together last week to negotiate a package of tax increases, tax decreases, and spending cuts aimed at balancing the state’s budget and filling the estimated $8.5 billion deficit.  The approved budget sweeps a host of funds from licenses, fees, permits, and license plates (LIS, Wildlife and Greenways) usually dedicated to wildlife, parks and outdoor recreation programs in the DEP’s Environmental Conservation into the General Fund.  It also raises fees, licenses and permits across a broad spectrum of programs. 

The good news is that open space funding through the Community Investment Act (CIA) remains intact, as does funding for the expert and effective two-person staff at the Council on Environmental Quality.  We’ll keep you posted as we unpack more of the details in the 700-page document that was being amended right up until the final vote at 2:30 AM September 1st!

 
Click here to see the budget document, HB 6802


Getting out in front on Long Island Sound
Audubon Connecticut’s Sandy Breslin is serving as co-chair of the newly re-constituted Public Policy and Advocacy Committee of the Long Island Sound Study’s Citizen Advisory Committee or CAC.  The CAC is a volunteer group that provides ongoing advice to the Federal, state, and local government Management Conference partners working on implementing the Comprehensive Conservation and Management Plan (CCMP) for the restoration and protection of Long Island Sound.   Membership is open to individuals representing environmental organizations, businesses, industries, local governments, and other public and private organizations in Connecticut and New York with a demonstrable interest in the restoration and protection of the Sound and its ecosystems.

The Public Policy Committee’s first effort has been to meet with state agency officials to discuss LIS priorities for 2010.  In late July, the group traveled to Albany for a full day of meetings with NY Department of Environmental Conservation, Department of State and the Governor’s Office, expertly orchestrated by Audubon New York’s Director of Governmental Affairs, Sean Mahar.  In August, the group met with leaders from CT DEP and has plans to meet with officials from the CT Governor’s Office, Office of Policy and Management, and the Department of Agriculture in the near future.  We’ll be sharing what we learned with the CAC at a meeting on September 10th in Stamford.  Learn more about the Long Island Sound Study at http://www.longislandsoundstudy.net/  

More Information on Public Policy & Advocacy

Other Items of Interest
 

Some great resources for anyone interested in land and habitat conservation are now available on the web 
 

Here is a small sampling:
(1) All About Birders! 
Learn more about who birders are, where they live, what kind of birds they like to watch and just how dedicated they really are in a new publication from the USFWS entitled: Birding in the United States: A Demographic and Economic Analysis available at http://library.fws.gov/Pubs/birding_natsurvey06.pdf .  The report is the most recent Addendum to the 2006 National Survey of Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife-Associated Recreation published by USFWS every five years. There are almost 900,000 self-identified bird watchers in Connecticut - - just imagine if even 10% of us came out to support bird-friendly legislation!  

(2) Great Outdoors America Report Calls for Increased Conservation Funding
Healthy, productive land and water resources, wildlife habitat, parks and open space are fundamental to the American way of life and our future prosperity, according to a new report by the Outdoor Resources Review Group, a bipartisan group that sought input from National Audubon’s President John Flicker and VP of Education, Judy Braus has issued a new report entitled: "Great Outdoors America.” 
The report reviews how Americans engage with and value the nation's landscapes and outdoor recreation assets, and calls for a comprehensive overhaul of programs and policies to safeguard these resources for future generations. The report examines results to-date in conserving our outdoor heritage and explores the potential for new programs and initiatives for the 21st century. The review gives particular attention to emerging concerns such as health, children and the outdoors, and climate change. The important role of private land conservation is reviewed, and funding issues at the federal, state, and local level are discussed. Opportunities for coordinated policy efforts with related programs in agriculture, transportation, and health are also considered. The promising role of new technology in cost-effective conservation planning and management also is an important part of the study.

One key proposal is the development of an independent conservation trust, with dedicated and sustained funding reaching $5 billion annually.  Read more at:  http://www.orrgroup.org/report.html
 

(3) Trying to make the case for open space protection in your community?  The Trust for Public Land has just released two new tools that can help.  A report entitled: Conservation – An Investment that Pays makes the case for conservation as a long-term economic investment, citing research and examples to help promote conservation and its many benefits, including the boost that parks and open space can give to a community's bottom line.  The report can be downloaded for free from TPL’s web site at: http://www.tpl.org/tier3_cd.cfm?content_item_id=23056&folder_id=188
 

(4) TPL’s political wing, The Conservation Campaign, has launched a new online Conservation Campaign Guide.  This toolkit provides extensive resources to help local groups craft a winning strategy, raise funds, and succeed at the polls. Learn more at http://www.conservationcampaign.org/wizard/index.cfm?ID=125
British Invasion
You can participate in the US Premiere of the British film, “The Age of Stupid” online or at selected locations September 21st at 7:30 PM EST.  The Age of Stupid is the new four-year epic from McLibel director Franny Armstrong. It features Oscar-nominated actor, Pete Postlethwaite, as a man living alone in the devastated world of 2055, looking at old footage from 2008 and asking: why didn’t we stop climate change when we had the chance?  Check out the film’s web site at: http://www.ageofstupid.net/
Celebrate our National Parks with PBS
On September 27th, PBS Stations nationwide will begin airing Ken Burns’ new documentary: The National Parks: America’s Best Idea.  Crafted with Burns’ usual gift for storytelling and stunning visual images, learn more about the series at http://www.pbs.org/nationalparks/

	

Audubon at Home
Back by popular demand, Audubon Greenwich will once again offer a four-part “Green Building, Green Homes” series.  All sessions begin at 7:30 pm, with a 7:00 reception, and end at 10:00 pm.  $10 per person. RSVP appreciated. Contact Jeff at 203-869-5272 x239 or jcordulack@audubon.org.  The fourth and final session will be held on Tuesday, December 15th, topic still to be determined.

Introduction to Green Buildings & Energy
Tuesday, September 22,7:30-10:00 pm

The first part of this season’s “Audubon At Home” series designed for homeowners who want to learn more about how they can bring green building practices and energy systems to their new or remodeled home.  The program will also address the tax rebates and incentives that apply to Connecticut and New York.
Geothermal Energy Systems
Tuesday, October 20, 7:30-10:00 pm
This discussion will focus on the basics of geothermal heating and cooling systems and explain how geothermal systems can be installed in new and existing homes, resulting in drastically reduced carbon emissions and utility bills. 

Wind & Solar Energy Systems
Tuesday, November 17, 7:30-10:00 pm
This discussion will focus on how micro-wind applications, solar hot water and solar photovoltaic systems can be installed in homes, resulting in drastically reduced carbon emissions and utility bills. 

Tip of the month:
Keep the inside of your home just as healthy as the outside (since your yard is organic now, right?).  Stop using the mound of cleaners under your sink and go back to the basics: vinegar and baking soda.  This cleaning duo does more than you think.  Worried about bacteria?  Those antibacterial soaps and cleaners do more harm than good.  Triclosan, the chemical most widely used in antibacterial products, can accumulate in our bodies and ends up in our waterways since it is not removed by wastewater treatment plants.  There is also no research that shows a need for their use by consumers or any proven health benefits in using antibacterial products.  Check out eartheasy.com for more cleaning alternatives and Beyond Pesticides for more information on the dangers of antibacterial products. 
More Information on Audubon at Home  


If you would like to unsubscribe from this newsletter please e-mail ct@audubon.org with the subject REMOVE.
For more information on Audubon Connecticut and any of our programs go to www.audubonct.org  or e-mail ct@audubon.org 
